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Prophet’s letters to go online 

CAB® - Rare teaos bearing ihe seal of the 
Mohamnad vwD go onio the Imemei soon, gov- 
oomem lawqa^Al Akhbar lepotied Friday. The 

prepared by Cairo Umvershy’s scientific heriSee 

jafln.i»*K*obQmedc^^ 

niuseim m bianbuL ‘TTae prophet... sent many let- 
ieis tofcinfis and pnnc»s who IK«d in 
j^jabtan penmsula inviting them to embrace Islam,” proiect 
( 0 jecK)r Hamed Abdul jRahim told A1 Akhbar 

J^^o 6 afriInai wiK) could ndther read or 
fix him Iv several people hut aU bore 
Rahim saW was djc ‘TViphei’s sea” A 1 AJ^ 
pfcnses of four Ifioere as weU as the seal which reads in 

bic “ADah. AI JRassuL Mohammad” (God, -the Ptophet, 
jwtobammad}. Abdul Rahim acknowledged that some 
oans have cast doubt <m the authenticj^ of ihe letteis. 
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Hamas gives PNA two 
weeks to free its leader 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) —The military wing of 
the Islamic Resistance Movement, Hamas, on Fric^ threat- 
ened to resume attacks against Israel iJf the Palestinian 
National Authcvity does not fiee the group's spiritual 
from house arrest in two weeks. “We give Palestinian 
leadership until the end of Fiidi^, Oece. 25 to lift the house 
arrest imposed on our leader. Sheikh Ahmed Yassui,” said a 
.sLuemeni from the i77ftrfHin AJ Qassara Brigades. Hamas's 
arnied wing. “If not, the Al Qassam Brigades will be fiee to 
undertake explosive attacks against the Zionist entity.” foe 
statement .stud. lefeiiing to bo^L Yassin, who on wklnes- 
day started a hunger strike in solidariiy with Palestinian pris- 
oners held in Israeli jails, was placed under house arrest by 
Palestinian security' forces after a suicide bombing at foe end 
of October. 
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Sudanese ruling 
party forms new 
leadership body 
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KHARTOUM (AFP) • 
Sudan’s ruling M^ooal 
Congress has fonned 
new, single leadership body 
as tbe supreme government 
autbooty ahead of the 
imideinentatioa of a new 
law on party formation 
next month, the SUNA 
news agency reported Fri- 
day. agei^ quoted 
InfonnatioQ Minister 
Qhaa Salab Eddin Atabani 
as saying that the 30-mem- 
ber Leadership Bureau had 
Preadent Omar A! Bashir 
as ebairman and Hassan 
Abdullah Al 'Birabi as sec- 
itmy general. Previously 
ibe National Congress 
ccoiprised a 6S0-member 
Ccnsultarive Authority 
nisier b' deiied by General Bashir 
asd a separate 110-member 
^ Leadership Council 
i hus a ciiaiied by Turabi. 

’ US. to revive 
I Lebanon, Syria 
tailcs wnth Israel' 

elfroml 

■dai ' BEIRUT (AFPl — The 
Umied States is studying a 
V'limr iiireuila to relaunch Israeli 
iuJ\ e<^, negotiations with 
' Syria . and Lebanon, the 
BJ's Middle East envoy 
NGgael Angel Moratinos 
sad Friday. Moratinos told 
rEptms here diat be had 
iolnmed Lebanese Presi- 
dent Emile Lahoud of bis 
talks wifo U.S. officials in 
1^d£bjagton *Vho are 
audjdng a formula to 
idauoch the two Lebanese 
□ aid^ -JSyrian tracks with 
“■feari.”' Moradnos, who 
srived late Thurs^y in 
Beimt, said the Eurc^an 
Uiiioa (EU) backed efforts 
ay to relaunch the peace 
Israel’s peace talks 
ffitb Syria have been 
aaQed since February 1996 
while negotiations with 
IdiaatHi frozen in 

1994. 
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Miss Baghdad 
contest postponed 
indefinitely 

B^HDAD (AFP) — A 
contest to select a 
Mhs Baghdad, scheduled 
for. Friday, bas been 
delayed indefinitely 
it did not get the 
[fopa ^vemment permit, 
osanisers said. “The com- 
petition, which was to take 
{dace at the Saddam Centre 
tbe Arts in Baghdad, 
lias been cancelled because 
we didn’t get the prior 
^itbnisalion from tbe cul- 
|Dre and information min- 
Kay,” organiser Malak 
lamil said. 

t>snnany says 
iibstages in Yemen 
^ In good health 

Bonn (API — Pbur Ger- 
^Ds bebg held hostage by 
^esmen in Yemen are in 
SKdlieahh and being treai- 
cd^lL tiic foreign ministiy 
®id.Fri(by. Three German 
and one man were 
three 


: ii-.fl from the Bani 

tribe in Marib 
170 kiiometres 
of foe capital 
G erman Amhas.tad nr 
Strachwitz talked to 
^ of foe female hostages 
^telqfooQe and was told 
the captives were 
supffoed with food 
treated well, min- 
^xfoesman Martin Erd- 
said. He said Foreign 
Joschka Fischer 
^ SOT a note to his Yemeni 
2®apattAbdulkaderBa- 
mging Yemen to 
S?jpoe efforts to n^odate 
for foe hwtages 
^npi to use force. Y’emeru 
S^ily- ofiScials say foe 
?**^h>ctedi tbe Germans 
the government to 
S Jto for the land on 
•"^itbuiltadam. 
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Two Palestinians kiiled 
in West Bank ciashes 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP; — On the eve of U.S. 
President Bill CHinton's 
arrival, Israeli troops 
opened fire Friday on hun- 
dreds of Palestiitian demon- 
strators, killing two and 
injuring 27 during a protest 
against Israel's refusal to 
release prisoners. 

The violence and Israel's 
tough positions concerning 
the Wye River peace agree- 
ment Clinton is coming to 
promote raised new con- 
cerns that the presidential 
visit will be plagued by 
problems. 

^lier Friday. Israel 
rejected a U.S. compromise 
on the release of Palestinian 
prisoners and also affirmed 
it will not withdraw troops 
in the West Bank unless the 
top Palestinian decision- 
making body holds a vote 
to annul clauses of die PLO 
Charter calling for Israel's 
destruction. 

Friday’s violence erupted 
just outside the West Bank 
town of (^qiliya. \^^mess- 
es said about 400 Palestini- 
ans threw stones at Israeli 
soldiers who fired tear gas, 
ttibber-coaced steel pellets 
and live ammunition to dis- 
perse tbe crowd. 

Two 18-year-old Pales- 
tinians, Mohammad 

Saleiman — and Kama!- 

Adwan^ were kUled by live 
bullets in the head, said 


officials at a U.N. clinic in 
Qalqiliya. Another 25 were 
hurt by rubber buUeis and 
two were wounded by live 
fire, clinic officials said. 

The Palestinian protesters 
had gathered after Friday 
noon prayers to press for 
the release of P^esdnian 
prisoners, a key point of 
contention between Israel 
and the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority. 

Israel has pledged to 
release 750 Palestinian 
prisoners in three stages by 
foe end of January. The 
Palestinians have said Israel 
broke a promise to release 
prisoners held for anti- 
Israeli activities. Israel said 
it never made such a 
pledge, and accused tbe 
Palestinian Authority of 
incitement over tbe prisoner 
issue. 

Palestiiuan negotiator 
Saeb ^kai said the United 
States offered a compro- 
mise, a trilateral committee 
to go over tbe list of prison- 
ers one by one and deter- 
mine who wUl be released. 

But Israeli Cabinet Secre- 
tary Danny Naveh said Fri- 
day such a proposal was 
unacceptable- "Israel has 
not been offered such a 
comproinise and there will 
not ^ such a compromise.” 

■ Naveh said. 

Tbe other point of coo- 
tentioD is Monday's meet- 


ing of the Palestine Nation- 
al Council in Gaza City. 
Clinton is to address t^ 
PNC which, under foe Wye 
agruroent, is to reaffirm 
earlier decisions by lesser 
bodies to revoke PLO Char- 
ter clauses. 

llie Palestinians have 
said they would revoke foe 
clauses only by acclama- 
tion. not by a vote as Israel 
has demanded. 

With its insistence on a 
vote, Israel may be setting 
itself up for a showdown 
with Clinton. Under foe 
Wye agreement, foe annul- 
ment of the offending pro- 
visions by the PNC is to 
clear the way for an Israeli 
troop pullback. Clinton is 
unlikely to declare foe PNC 
has not completed its task 
because that would mean 
his high-profile visit has 
been a failure. 

However, Israeli officials 
said they would not drop 
their demand for a vote. 
"They have to vote in foe 
PNC,” said Israeli govern- 
ment spokesman Moshe 
Fogel. (Otherwise, he said, 
Israel will not turn over 
additional West Bank tern- 
toty to the Palestinians 
because “transfer of territo- 
ry is irreversible.” 

In Washington, depu^ 
U.S. State -Departmeot 
spokesman 'James Foley 
was ex'asive on whether foe 



A Palestinian worshipper leaving Friday prayers walks by Israeli police standing near one of the gates of Al Aqsa 
Mosque, Islam's third holiest shl^e. Thousands of police reinforcements poured into Jerusalem on Friday ahead 
of U,S. President Bill Clinton's Saturday arrival (Reuters photo) 


United States expected a 
vote from the PNC. *The 
procedures need to be clear 
enough that nullification 
has taken place," be said. 

A senior ^estinian offi- 
cial, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, said the Unit- 
ed States has not asked 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat to consider holding a 
vote. 

On Thursday, foe Pales- 
tinians took an Interim step 
when a smaller leadership 
body, foe 124-member 


Palestinian Central Coun- 
cil. declared foe charter 
clauses revoked. 

The 95 members present 
were asked whether they 
approved a lener in which 
Amat LDformed Clinton 
that foe charter clauses call- 
ing for Israel's destruction 
were null and void. In al). 
81 voted in favour, seven 
against and seven 
abstained. 

Asked about foe decision. 
Arafat would only say that 
"it was a very important 


and constructive meeting." 
The Palestinian leader also 
said he hoped CUmon 
would exert pressure on 
Israel to keep its obliga- 
tions under foe Wye agree- 
ment. 

The PLO Charter was 
drawn up three decades 
ago. long before Israel and 
foe Palestinians started 
their peace process in 1993. 

The Palestinians say they 
took all foe required steps’ 
to revoke foe pertinent 
clauses at a PNC session in 


Gaza in 1996. 

However, Netanyahu has 
said the PNC never com- 
pleted the job. 

During foe Wye River 
talks, foe Palestinians 
agreed m a compromise to 
invite PNC members and 
delegates from other groups 
to Gaza to hear Clinton and 
Arafat speak. 

The accord says del- 
egates should "reaffinn" 
the Arafat letter to C4inton, 
but does, not specifically 
refer io*a’vote. 


Palestinian opposition denounces charter changes 


GAZA Ciry (AFP) — 
Deputies in the Palestinian 
legislature on Friday joined 
members of op^sition 
groups in denouncing foe 
Wye land-fbr-peace agree- 
ment with Israel and 
c hang es to the Palestiiuan 
National Charter. 

Some 500 people, includ- 
ing members of the Lslardic 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas), Islamic Jihad and 
activists in foe two main 
secular opposition groups, 
foe Democratic and Popu- 
lar Fronts for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine, banded 
together in a "national con- 
ference” in Gaza. 

They publicly declared 
their opposition to Octo- 
ber's Wye River accord 
with Israel and foe ratifica- 
tion of amendments to the 
Palestinian National Char- 


ter approved (he day before 
by a Palestine Liberation 
Oiganisadon (PLO) inter- 
im body, foe 125-member 
Palestinian Central Council 
(PCC). 

Eight members of foe 
elected self-rule Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
legislature took pait in foe 
conference, in Edition to 
approximately 20 members 
of the PLO's supreme deci- 
sion-making body, the 
Palestinian National Coun- 
cil (PNC), said conference 
convenor Abdullah 

Hourani. 

In an open letter read by 
local Hamas leader Mah- 
moud 7.ahhar at foe begin- 
ning of foe conference, the 
opposition movements said 
that they "rejected" foe 
W^-e River agreement and 
called on the PNa to stop 


"implementation of foe 
accord, and in particular in 
foe field of security.” 

Tbe letter .also called on 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat to "stop negotia- 
tions and all forms of coop- 
eration wifo foe Israeli 
occupation forces." 

In votes held during foe 
meeting, foe opposition 
groups called for Hamas' 
spiritual leader Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin to be 
released from house arrest 
by the PNA. 

On Wednesday Yassin, 
who has been under house 
arrest since foe end of 
October, started a hunger 
strike In solidarity wifo 
Palestinian prisoners held 
in Israeli jails. 

A Democratic Front for 
foe Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP) official said foe 


meeting participants also 
decided to boycott a speech 
which U.S. President Bill 
Clinton will ^ve on Mon- 
day before members of the 
PNC and other Palestinian 
bodies meeting in Gaza. 

The PCC. the second 
most senior body in foe 
PLO after the PNC. voted 
on Thursday by a large 
majority of 81 members 
out of 101 present to con- 
firm the cancellation of 
anti-Israeli clauses in the 
Palestinian National Char- 
ter. 

Opposition ^tnips argue 
that foe PLO made a cru- 
cial mistake in recognising 
Israel's right to exist while 
foe Jewish state rejects foe 
right of Palestinians to self- 
determination. 

Earlier, nearly a thousand 
Palestinian opposition 


members demonsnared in 
Nablus in foe north of foe 
West Bank against Clin- 
ton's visit to the Gaza Strip 
and West Bank due on 
Monday and Tuesday. 

"Clinton, coward, go 
borne to play with girls." 
about 8(X) protesters shout- 
ed in this Donhern West 
Bank town. 

Tbe demoDStraiion was 
called by Palestinian oppo- 
sition groups including 
Hamas, foe DFLP and the 
Popular Front for foe Lib- 
eration of Palestine 
(PFLP), witnesses said. 

Tbe protest came at the 
end of Friday prayers, wifo 
demonstrators marching to 
a tent in tbe city centre 
where foe families of Paies- 
tinian prisoners in Israel 
have b^n staging a hunger 
strike. 


Relatives of Lebanese 
held in Syria appeal 
to new president 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The rela- 
tives of hundreds of Lebanese 
wifoout cbaige or 
trial in Syria addressed an 
open letter to new LebaneM 
President Emile Lahoud Fn- 
day uigiog foeir release. 

Tbev cSled on Lahoud to 
“work letendessly for foe lib- 
eration of our relatives." 

"We hope foat you will pay 
nwre attention to foeir 
than your predecessor, wir 
lener said. Fbnner Presufcm 
Elias Krawi left office Nov. 
24. 

* teiiut newspapers said tbe 
letter was sent after internal 
security forces od Thuisday 
prevented a gaihei^ o' 
trainees' families m front of 

aschoolinHadaih,n^te 

presidential palace nortbeast 
had 

planned to head lowaids the 
dien met 

laiiah Sfeir, hea^f 

rian Maroniie Church, who 


has repeatedly called for tbe 
release of Lebanese detained 
in Syrian jails. 

Solida, tbe Ii^h- 
JLebanese gnxip foilowing 
the issue of Ld>anese held in 
Syrian and Israeli jails, 
denounced foe security forces 
for banning the families* 
protest 

Demonstiaiions and street 
protests have been banned by 
a ministerial decree since 
September 1993. 

‘The relatives wanted to 
organise a peaceful demon- 
stration to attract the attention 
foe new president on foe 
fate of thOT relatives detained 
in Syria and ask for his inter- 
vendexL” said a Solida state- 
ment published Friday. 

In Maidi, Syria released 
121 Lebanese, many detained 
for more than IS years wifo- 
out cbaige or trial at the 
request of ffrawL 

Lebanese human rights 
groups claim that 228 
Ld^smese are sfo] detained in 
Syria, mostly without chaige. 


Activists barred from attending 
Palestinian opposition meeting 


By Ihreq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Police on 
Friday barred poUtical 
activists from leaving for 
Damascus to attend a con- 
ference organised by 
Palestinian opposition 
groups protesting Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat's plan 
to amend the Palestinian 
National Charter (PNC), 
Ibrahim Ajeh, a member 
of the Fateh Movement- 
Intifada said. 

Ajeh said that the group 
of 32 was part of a 67- 
member delegation who 
were invited to attend tbe 
Damascus conference. 

Interior Minister Nayef 
Al Qadi told the Jordan 
Times that the govemment 
will ban any person from 
travelling abroad if his/her 
trip will “constitute a 
threat to Jordanian inter- 
ests." 

“Jordanian citizens are 
aliowed to travel to any 
place they wish, according 
to foe law,'* Qadi smd. 

“But if we have informa- 
tion that a particular per- 


son's travel will endanger 
Jordan's iniereste and its 
relations with some coun- 
tries. we will never hesi- 
tate to (bar him/her from 
travelling)” the minister 
said. 

"If we have infonnation 
that these persons will 
undertake activities foat 
harm our relations wifo 
some countries, we will 
question them," (^di 
added. The delegation, 
which includes members 
of leftist, Pan-Arabist and 
Islamic groups, were invit- 
ed to attend the two-day 
meeting that starts today. 

The PNC will convene in 
Gaza on Sunday in accor- 
dance with the Wye agree- 
ment between Palestinian 
and Israelis, which called 
among other things for 
scrapping articles in the 
PNC's Charter that call for 
the destruction of Israel. 

A Jordanian govemment 
delegation /will travel to 
Gaza this week to attend 
the PNC conference, 
which will be attended by 
U.S. President Bill Clin- 


ton. 

Ajeh told tbe Jordan 
Times that political 
activists were told by bor- 
der security to "report" to 
security authorities in 
Amman. 

“This is a political deci- 
sion aimed at preventing 
us from attending the con- 
ference," he said. "It is 
violation of our human 
rights," he said. 

He pointed that only two 
members, Jawad Younis 
and Ahmad Yousif, were 
allowed to cross into Syri- 
an borders. 

Meanwhile, police al the 
Queen Alia Airport 
banned political activist 
Laila Kh^id from leaving 
for Beirut en route to 
Damascus to attend foe 
conference. 

“I was on a Lebanese 
Middle East Airlines plane 
which was getting re^y to 
leave when Jordanian 
security came on board 
and made me get off with- 
out explaining why," 
Khalid told Agence France 
Pre.sse. 


Albright says 
‘military option 
remains’ with Iraq 


WASHINGTON I AP) — 
U.S. Secretary’ of State 
Madeleine Albright said 
Friday "the military 
option remains on foe 
table" if Iraq violates its 
promise to cooperate 
wifo U.N. w’eapons 
inspectors. 

Albrighr and National 
Security Council Advis- 
er Sandy Berger said foe 
United States was 
reserving judgement 
until U.N. chief weapons 
inspector RichanJ Butler 
makes his report on Iraqi 
compliance early next 
week to U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan. 

"We w'ant to see this 
process play it's course," 
he added. 

Berger said the best 
option would be that 
U.N. inspectors would 
be allowed to do their 
job. If they can't, "then 
we're left to take our 
ow’n action." 

"If it can, that's so 
much the bener," Berger 
added. “If it can't, then 
we will be faced with 
our own decisions about 
how to respond." 
Albright said die United 
States w'ould be “watch- 
ing carefully” and that 
"it can go one of two 
ways." 

'Hiere are some 20,000 
U.S. troops in ilie Gulf 
region who could cany 
out any order for mili- 
tary action. 

Albright and Berger 
spoke at a White House 
briefing about President 
Bill Clinton's trip to the 
Middle East, beginning 
Saturday. 

Iraq appeared in defi- 
ance of its agreement 
when it refused to allow 
U.N. inspectors into the 
ruling Baatii Party 
offices. 

Defence Secretary 
William Cohen said 


Thursday that Iraq's 
move created a "very 
serious situation,'' which 
still could prompt a no- 
notice military attack by 
the United States. 

In a weekly report to 
the Security (Touncil 
released TTiursday in 
New York. BuUer said 
Iraq not only blocked foe 
search of the party office 
but also placed unac- 
ceptable conditions on 
photographing bombs at 
a chemical weapons 
monitoring site Satur- 
day. 

That same day, he said. 
Iraq cried to prevent 
videotaping and refiised 
to answer questions dur- 
ing a biological weapons 
inspection. 

In Damascus, mean- 
while, Syria warned Fri- 
day against a U.S.- 
British strike on Iraq, 
saying it might kill inno- 
cent people and disturb 
the region. The warning 
w'as delivered by Syrian 
Vice . President Abdul 
Halim Saddam. 

Speaking after talks 
with Iranian Vice Presi- 
dent Hassan Hubibi, 
Khaddam said: "We 

hope that no one will be 
involved in a miiitary 
action against Iraq as 
this might cause serious 
damage to the Iraqi peo- 
ple and have negative 
repercussions ou the 
whole situation in tbe 
region." 

In separate remarks to 
reporters. Iranian For- 
eign Minister Kama! 
Kharrazi said his gov- 
emment and Syria’s 
could not "stand idle vis- 
a-vis current develop- 
ments” in Iraq. 

He did not elaborate, 
but said that Iran 
believed in the unity of 
Iraq. 
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GOP leaders criticise Clinton’s 
overtures to Palestinians 


Jordan Times, Saturday, December ,^ 


00 ^ 


WASHINGTON (.AP) — In 
advance of ftiesidem Bill 
ClinKm's \isit lo the Middle 
EasL incoming U.S. House 
Speaker Boh Livingston and 
other Repuhl icans complained 
Thursday that his pi^ge of 
nearly Si billion in IJ.S. aid to 
the Palesdniuns violates an 
earlier commimient to Israel. 

Clinton’s proposal fw finan- 
cial aid to suRX)Tt the Wye 
River agreement is subject to 
congressional approval. And 
Livingston and the incoming 
chairman of the House .Appro- 
priations Committee. Rep. 
Bill '^'oung. both Republicans, 
protested Congress wasn't 
corusulted. 

The administration has 
pledged S900 million over 
five years in U.S. economic 
aid to the Palestinians — and 
plaas to ask Congress for a 
$400 million 'mstalment early 
next year in an “emergency” 
spending bill. 


This, together with adminis- 
tration plans to seek an addi- 
tional SI .2 billion for Israel 
and $300 million for Jordan, 
"calls into question an earlier 
agreement with Israel to phase 
out most economic assistance 
to that region.” Livingston and 
Young wrote Clinton. 

“At the v’ery least, we wrould 
ask you to consitit senior 
members of the congressional 
leadership on both sides of the 
aisle before committing bil- 
lions of taxpayer dollars to 
foreign governments.” they 
said. 

However, Livingston later 
told reporters he expected the 
spending bill to pass, despite 
his reservations. 

Clinton's three-day visit was 
intended to dramatise support 
for the agreement he mediated 
in Octci»er between Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyarnin 
Netanyahu and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat at die 


Wye River Plantation in 
Maiylond. He will spend time 
in Israel the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

Many Israeli ofiScials. and 
some members of the U.S. 
Congress, have protested the 
trip to the Palestinian-ruled 
areas, and it comes as Pales- 
tinian-Isiaeli violence is on the 
rise. 

But White Hou» 
spokesman Joe Lockhart said 
Clinton has no plans to post- 
pone iL 

“He believes that the trip is 
important to movirig the 
process forward, to imple- 
menting the Wyc Rrver 
acconlsl and he’s doing it in 
the best interests of the peace 
fvocess.” Lockhart said. 

At the Stale Department 
spokesman James Foley said, 
“Yes. there are bumps in the 
road. Yes. there are difficul- 
ties. But thus far. has 
been moving forward success- 


fully.” 

A U.S.-Palestinian commis- 
sion was established to chan- 
nel the $900 million in new 
American aid to the West 
Bank and Gaza over five 
years. The money is expe cted 
to be used for promoting busi- 
ness. al<mg w^ cultural and 
scientific projects. 

Livingston, meanwdiile, in 
separate remarks to the 
National Jewish Gxdition, a 
Republican organisaticxi. 
pledged the party “will not 
waiver^' fiom “a total and 
absolute dedication to the 
security of Israel.” 

At the same time, Liv- 
ingston said, "the Palestinian 
people have great needs, and 
you all must be consider^ of 
their ne^ because if they are 
simply abandoned... lb^ can 
never achieve the stability that 
is necessary to keep them 
fiom threatening the security 
of Israel” 




Annan rejects Israeli 
bid to delink Syria 
talks from Lebanon 


Turkish court 
releases policemen in 
slain journalist case 


(.INITED NATIONS 
lAFP) — U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan on 
Thursday rejected an 
Israeli appeal to de-link 
peace talks with Syria 
from an Israeli with- 
drawal from southern 
Lebano.*!. 

Annan held his first- 
ever meeting with Israeli 
Foreign Minister Ariel 
Sharon here, at the 
Israeli niloister's 

request. 1>.N. spokesman 
Fred Eckhard said. 

Sharon said lo a state- 
ment that he had pre- 
sented his "personal 
opinion” on south 
Lebanon, because the 
Israeli cabinet has not 
concluded consideration 
nf the issue. 

Sharon explained to 
.Annan that ‘^iD my opin- 
ion there should be two 
concurrent actions — 
one. conducting peace 
negotiations [with Syria], 
and two, the decision on 
our withdrawal from 
Lebanon wlule holding 
Lebanon responsible for 
wha! takes place in its 

He reiterated that 
Israel was ready to con- 
du>?t peace negotiations 
V. rj,':. In a reference 
to I'no occupation 

of the Golan Heights. 

But “not, of course, 
frosn the point Syria is 
demanding, but from the 
point that everything is 
open I<» negotiation.” 

Shanin made similar 
points earlier Thursday 


at a meeting in New York 
with U.S. Jewish leaders. 

But Annan told Sharon 
at their meeting here 
that ^e cannot have 
comprehensive peace 
without Syria.*’ Ec^ard 
said. He described the 
meeting as '^cordial and 
frank.” 

Annan also raised 
Lebanese concerns about 
night-time supersonic 
flights by Israeli aircraft 
over south Lebanon, 
where Israel maintains a 
“security zone.” and 
where the United 
Nations has a peacekeep- 
ing force. 

He asked Israel to show 
restraint. Eckhard said. 

Hoarding the Middle 
East peace process, 
Annan urged Israel to 
move forward, notably 
by refraining fk-om build- 
ing new settlements, and 
by releasing Palestinian 
prisoners as agreed in 
the six-week-old Wye 
River agreement 

He specifically men- 
tioned Israel’s decision 
to proceed with the con- 
struction of a settlement 
on Arab land in Arab 
east Jerusalem at Jabal 
.Abu Ghneim, known to 
Israelis as Har Homa. 

Sharon reiterated 
Israel's *Tirm insistence” 
that the Palestinians 
should ^^uUy carry out 
their obligations in 
accordance with the 
determined timetable.” 
the Israeli statement 
said. 


AFYON (AP) — Drawing 
protests from human rights 
activists, a court Friday 
released five policemen 
from jail during their retri- 
al in ffie beating death of a 
joumalisL 

The case is viewed as a 
test of Turkey’s promise to 
crack down on abuses by 
its security forces. 

The officers were sen- 
tenced to seven and a half 
years in prison in March 
for kicking, punching and 
clubbing 27-year-old 
Metin Goktepe to death on 
Jan. 9, 1996. 

But an appeals court 
ordered a new trial, saying 
the initial trial had failed to 
gather all the necessary tes- 
timony and evidence. 

On Friday, Judge 


Mustafa Birisik set the 
officers free ruling that 
most of the evidence has 
been collected. They were 
ordered not to leave die 
country. 

The trial was adjourned 
until Jan. 29. 

Human rights activists 
joined Goktepe's family 
outside the court house to 
protest the decision to free 
the policemen. 

A small leftist party. 
Freedom and Solidarity, 
accused the judges of 
“currung a blind eye** to 
abuses by security forces 
by releasing the policemen. 

Lawyers for Goktepe's 
family have been pressing 
for a maximum sentence of 
15 years for the officers. 


U.N. IN BAGHDAD: An Iraqi soldier Friday looks at a UA. weapons inspectors vehicle driving out of i 
•headquarters on a daily inspection. Iraq acensed U.N. weapons inspectors of trying to create a new ci 
Wednesday when the inspectors tried to carry out a provocative* Infection at a boilding in Baghdad Im 
to the rniing Baath Party (Reuters photo) 


Rights group urges investigation ii 
Iranian writer’s ‘suspicious’ death 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Human 
Righs Wmch (HRW) has 
urged the Iranian govem- 
ment to investigate the 
recent death of an Iranian 
writer under suspicious cir- 
cumstances, an HRW state- 
ment said. 

The body of Iranian p«%L 
wrirer. and free expression 
advocate Mohammad 
Makhtari was found Dec. 9 
in a Tehran city morgue, 
HRW said. Marks on his 
head and neck made it 
appear that be bad been 
murdered, possibly by 
strangulation, although no 
autopsy has yet been carried 

This was the most recent 


in a series of deaths under 
suspicious circumstances of 
prominent critics of the 
Fr an tan govemmenL 

according to tbie staiemenL 
Makhtari. who had last been 
seen alive on Dec. 3 going 
to a local shop, was briefly 
arrested witii five other 
writers in October 1998. 
The four were threatened 
with and being charged for 
organising “an underground 
political group” if tl^y did 
not stop bolding mfoimaf 
gatherings of writers. 

Morgue workers reported 
the presence of MakJitari's 
body to his family just two 
weeks after the body of 
another prominent writer 


and political critic, Majid 
Sharif, was found dump^ 
there on Nov. 24 after “dis- 
appearing” on Nov. 20. 
Sha^s articles criticising 
government polices 

appeared in a monthly mag- 
azine. Iran-e-Farda (Ir^ 
Tomorrow), which was 
closed down by court order 
just six days ago. 

In an open letter sent oh 
Nov. 25 to Iranian Presi- 
dent Mohammad Khatami, 
HRW expressed its shock’ 
about tile killing by 
unknown assailants of 
opposition figures Dariousb 
and Parvaneb Foroubar in 
their Tehran home on Nov. 
22 . 


'These killings am 
an increasingly 
tern of harassment aiili H 
secution of govemni^^S 
ics in Iran.” said.E^^ 
Megally, executive dirn^ 
of the Middle East and 
North Africa Division pf 
Human Rights Wafoh.-^ 
killings have continaed 
despite IQiatami's ptd^ 
statements encouraging 
freedom of expressioiLaiid 
his calls for investigations 
into the murders. • ' ■ ’ 

Megally urged die 
government to initiaie to 
munediate and 
investigation into this 
other ItiUings and makel& 
findings public. ' “ 



imoPE^N ni.M 
FtJTIVU. 


ioila;- Ik. 
'Al(lp.!T: 
i.:i - . 


' ii", ! 


U.N. chief concerned by military reinforcement on Cyprus 


LWIED NAHONS (AFP) — UN, Secretary 
General Kofi Annan expressed concern Thurs- 
day about military reinforeement on Cyprus 
where Greek-Cypriots are planning to d^oy 
surface-to-air rnissUes. 

'The ccMitinued upgrading of military equ^ 
ment and inftastructure gives cause for cxki- 
cem.” Annan said in a report lo the U.N. Securi- 


ty Council 

He refused, however; to single out eitfaer of the 
island's iktions, saying that “both sides contin- 
ued to upgrade their n^litacy capabilities.” 

On the missiles, Annan said sinq^ly that ”ibe 
aoTval of S-300 surfke-to-air missiles, whicb 
has been a maner of cootiover^ for about two 
years, was postponed until the end of the yean” 


Cyprus has always maintaioed it would 
deploy the Russian-t^t missiles while Tbzlsey 
has vowed K) destre^ them saying they are threat 
to its security. 

The Cxreek-CypDOls insist that die inissiies are 
purely defensive. 

hi his rqxxt Annan recommended extending 
the mandate of some 1.200 UJ^. peacekeeping 


troops in Cyprus by six months until June 30, 
1999. 1 

The presence of UNFICTYP [the pcacejascp- 
ing force] on the island re main.*; indispeas^ 
fra* the mamtenaiKe of the ceasefire betwem Ifo 
two sides.” Annan said. 

The UN. troops have been on Cyprus snee 
19M. 


Iran’s parliament speaker condemns attack on Americans 


TEHRAN ( AP) — Iran's hard-line speaker of 
parliament said Thursday that last month's 
attack on a group of American visitors was 
“inappropriate." the official news agency 
reported. 

But Ali Akbar Nateq-Nouri said a failure to 
explain the purpose of the visit also provoked 
“suspicion” about the delegation. 

Vigilantes, wielding iron bars and throwing 


stones smashed the windows of a bus catiy- 
ing 13 foreigners, mosdy Americans, on its 
way through Tehran. 

'Trom what I have read, the members of the 
delegation were busioessmeo, who iraveUed 
in the name of tourists." the Islamic Republic 
News Agency quoted Nateq-Nouri as saying. 

**We ri^ sympathy and cooperation from 
all the officials.” Na^-Nouri added, stress- 


ing the need to refiain from any provocation. 

“ViolCDce has always been condemned and 
if it continues, it wilJ lead to anarchy." he 
said. 

It was the first time thar a conservative 
within the ruling clerical hierarchy has spo- 
ken against the Nov. 21 attack. 

President Mohammad Khatami, a moderare 
reformer who is engaged in a power struggle 


with hardliners, condemned the attack as a 
national disgrace and “an insult to the gov- 
ernment.” A radical Muslim group, FedayoBi 
Islam, claimed responsibility for the atwA. 
saying it was directed at ‘TJ.S. spies”. and 
those "who invited them” — an apparent irf-: 
erence to Khatami's call for cultural 
exchanges between Iran and the United 
States. 
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JORD.AN TELE\TSION 
Tel 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME 'mo 

35:2fi .■\nimaniacs 

15:.V) Tlk.' Adventuns of the 

Bu'h PjiR>I 

16:00 Drama - Neighbours 

16:50 Quii Shi.iw - Peer Pressure 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


17:00 


— Fjui Pis Re\Cr 

i8:15 

Family programme — 

Wind Ji Mv Back 

[y:ft0 

New in French 

19:!5 

French Progmmme 

?9:30 

JMcws Headlines 

19:35 Comedy - Murshv Brown 

20:(H) . 

Dec. - Tiday'ii Heaidi 

20:30 .. 

Drama - The Pretender 

21:10 . 

.\n ABC Democracy 

2i:20 . 

...Billon Pops OFche.stra 

22:00 

News in English 

22:30 

...Feature film — "Desiree" 



0 ::((() 

BndnfTX. 

PR,\^T:R TIMES 

04:59 


(ki:21..., 


15:25..., 



Maghreb 


„.?lsha 


CHURCHES 

I St of Nazareth Church 
! SweHfch, Td. 3920740 
.Asvmbllw uf God Churdt Tel. 
, 46.':7H3 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 


4624590 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624S53/46248II. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865897 

German-speakii^ Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangdical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 5811295 

Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel, 46S4932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL S66 1 757 
Churcli oT the Annundatiofl 
TeL 4637440 

Gredc Orthodox Church Td. 
4646I3S 

Church of Presentation. Swei- 
fieh TeL 5920 146 
The Uniate Catholic Churdi 
TeL 4624757 

The En^ish - lAngnaga 
CathoGc Parish TcL 46141 90 
Evangdical Free Church TeL 
4S92679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church Td. 477 1 33 1 
The Armenian Orthodox 
ChuFch TeL 477526 1 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied hy the Depun- 


mem of Meieondogy 

Temperatures are expected to 
rise sligbUy. skies cloudy, and 
winds eosteriy to southeasterly 
modeate. Ln Aqaba, skies will 
be northerly moderate, and 
seas calm. 

IVQnjMax. temp. 

Amman - -.05/16 

Aqaba -..12/25 

Dmerts 4)3/] 8 

Jordan Vafley 12/24 

Yesteida>’*5 high temperatures: 
Amman 14 Aqaba 23. Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 37 percent 
Aqaba 33 percent 

Following ore (he lempreatures 
expected today in the follovring 
areas: 

Ajloim - 06/13 

Jerash - ......OS/16 

UmQays-... 4)7/16 

Madaba 06/15 

Petra - 08/16 

Dead Sea „.12/24 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
.AMMAN: 

Dr. IOak]oanAsliMir_.53326M 
Dr. AwxiiA]HawanMldL-S332350 


Dc TawflqQub'anu— _4623CG9 
\k. GtaakbZanddefa -^126011 

AMM.4N: 

Firas Pharmacy .......5661912 

AJ Salam Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadab Pharmacy .. .5537004 
RolmAIDaaa Hiannacy 3536169 

IRBID: 

Dr. MofaaauBad Al Sbar'(02>7l0(l588 
Fgu'ad Pharmacy .{02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad....(09)%S5S0 
Palestine Phannacy ..{09)983562 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Ccntre.._j46371I1 
Qvil Ekfoioe Dqanineat -566 1 1 1 1 
Gril Defence Immcdiaie Res- 
cue - .4630341 

Civil Defence Emeigency.-,.199 
Rescue Fb&ce 192.4621111.4637777 

Fire Brigade 4617I0I 

Blood Bank. 4775121 

Highway PDlice„..-.....,5343402 

Traffic Police .4896390 

Public Security DepL...4630321 

Hotel Complaints -5605800 

Price Complaints .5661176 

^Mtt&Seoe^CcqpiaBS —4^467 
Amman Munici^ty Conh 

plaints -.787111 

Telepbooe Intbnnadon (dtrectch 

ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls —...-0132 


Central Amman Telef^tooe 

Repairs .4623101 

Abdali Id. Repairs .5661 101 

JordanTelevision ..—4773111 

Radio Jordan 47741 1 1 

Water Authority .5680100 

J. Elecoicity Authority .5815615 

Etecmc FVjwerCo. 4636381 

RJ Flight lnfonnation..44-53200 
Queen Alia Iml. Airport ..44-53200 


HOSPZXALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart oxxl 
Special Surgery —..5921199 
Tbe Islamic, AbdB —..5666131/7 
Hussda Medical Cemre.5856856 

UamiJa 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity....— .4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. .4642441/2 

JobaJ Ammon Matemity..4642362 
Malhas, J. Amrrm .—4636140 
Palesdne, Shmewoti —.5607071 

Shroeisani Hospital ^607431 

Jordan Hospital .5607550 

University Ho^ial —..5353444 
AJ-Muasber Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-.Ahll Abdali 56M164/6 

Italian. Al-Muh^reen 4777101^ 

Al-Bashir 4775111/26 

Anity. Marka — 4S9161 1/15 

Queen Alia HoqxiaL 5IS7I00 

Amal Hoqxtol J607155 

Al Arual Cancer Centre .5353000 


Zaiqa Nodonal Ho^ital 

.{09)900560 

Ibn Sina Ho^taL.— (09)98673 1 
Al Hikroa Modem Hosptal 
.(09)990990 


IRBID; 

Princess 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa 


Govl Ho^tal 
— (09)983323 


Princess Basim Hospital 

.(02)275555 

Roman Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibo Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)7101372, (02) 7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(0S)7]02831.(02)71020il 

Spedalhy Ho^ial —(02) 7103100 

AQABA; 

Princess Hoya Hospital 

(03)2014111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This informadan is supplied by 
Rctyal Jodanian QU) informadon 
depattment at Queen Aha 
lotemaiional Aiiport Td. 
(44)53200 where it should always 
be verified. Information on oto 
flights is obtained ou lelephoue 
(44) 52700 or (44) 5232501 Infor- 
mari fw on Royal Wings flights 
can be supplied on phooe 
4875201-5. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:35 .Tehran (RJ) 

08:30 Damascus (Rf) 

08:30 ...Aqaba (odd) (RJj 

09-J0 Delhi (RJ) 

09:55 — JCaracht Dubai (RJ) 

10d)5 -...£einu(RJ) 

10:15 Colombo (RJ) 

10:45 .— — JDdia, Bahrain (RJ) 
ISM . J4ew York, Amsterdam (RJ) 
l<k20 _..Cairo (RJ) 

17:40 London. Berlin tRJ) 

Ufc35 Rotne liy) 

19’M — Jrankfiin iRJ) 

21:30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

00-JS Paris (add) (RJ) 

00:40 — — — ....— —Jjniaca (RJ) 
07:00 -..-Bangkok, Shariqah (RJ) 

Otiwr Flights 

^•05 VieDaa(OS) 

13:15 Riyadh (SV) 

13:20 Abu Dhabi, Doha (GF) 

X4M -Rome (AZ) 

18KN) — Dubai. Damascus (EK) 

18^W — .Beinit (ME) 

— —Paris (AF) 

— Frankfurt (LH) 

21 :K .Cairo (MS) 

22:55 London, Damascus (BA) 

"Amsterdam (KL) 

Belgrade (JU) 

Rqyai Wings (RW) 

09J0 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

10:10 Aqaba faniving at Marka 


Airport) 

16:00 Aqaba (arriving at Mada 
Airport) (RW) 

22M Aqaba (anoviog at Msria 
Airport) (R^ 


DEPARTURES 

Rqyal Jordanian (BJ) 

06M Aq^(add)(RJ) 

06 JO Bdhii(RJ) 

09J5 -—Frankfurt (RJ) 

11:30 Amsterdam, New Todc(RJ> 

11^40 -Rome(RJ) 

12riW ...-..-3nissels.Pais(RJ) 

12:15 LoodoofRfi 

12:30 -.-Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

12:30 .Cairo (RJ) 

16:30 Jeddah (add) (W) 

20H)0 .—Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ) 

20:15 Borob«(y(RD 

2lh30 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:25 ..-Abu IJhabl Dubai 0^ 
21:25 Xarnaca(RJ) 

Other FBgjhts 

06:15 Damascus, London ^) 

06J0 LamaalCn 

14:15 AbuOhabLBahiaio(GP) 

14:45 -,-.jyyadh(SV) 

15:50 -.—.—.Vienna (OS) 

19.>00 Dubai (SO 

20H)0 i:3eirut(ME) 

22J5 -Cairo (MS) 

OOJS /j/nsusdam (KL) 

02;10 BelgradeCJU) 

Royal Wm^CRW) 

07:00 Aqaba (from Maite^' 
pori)(RW) ... 

08 JO Aqaba (fiwnMatteAi^ 

ponXRW) 

20-J0 AgahaffipmO M^^-j. 
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In statement marking declaration’s 50th anniversary 

House expresses appreciation for roles 
of King, Regent in promoting human rights 


jsjMAN (Pblra) — Tbe 
Iffwa House of Psaikanem 
1 ^ eiqxessed its deep ^rc- 
gprinn of efforts by His 
King Hussein and 
{IPH Grown Prince Hassan, 
ibeRi^Bnt, to and pro- 
jQOte Jordan's human rights 
iccori 

2 q a statement issued to 
noft the 50th aimivers^ of 
ttB.Uoiyersal Declaiaiioa of 
flijmaD Ri^its, the House 
the endeavours of tbe 
y’jng md the Oown fVince 
gsf dieir leading role at tbe 
jQionadoiial level to {xoject 
(be jrJdngdpm's in 

upbolcfiQg the declaratirxi's 


The; stat^nent Parlia- 
supports the 
commumiy's 
egbits at the pc^ar and o£B- 
dd levels to bolster and 
stisDgibeQ the concept of 
tonaadign^; noting that it is 
(Xfopined to backing all 


efiftxts aimed at Rafrg ni^ prti no 
humw rights and confronting 
practices that contravene 
human rights principles. 

The House’s statement 
voiced its suppon for objec- 
tive initiWves ripqgrwyf to 
propagate awareness of and 
nanona] efforts to bolster the 
concept and pdndples of 
human rights. 

It emidiasised Jordan’s 
absolute injection to ail prac- 
tices that infiirrge on human 
ri^cs, whatever the piecens 
might be, adding that human 
rights principles are indivisi- 
ble and are guantnceed by all 
mlj^ons and several 
international conventions. 

The House condemned 
inhuman practices by govem- 
mencs that deprive people of 
their ri^t to a decent and 
secure life, includit^ impos- 
ing sanctions on srares to 
achieve selfish interests. 

In this regard, the House 


said it declares its unwavering 
suppt^ for the people 
I^estine, Iraq, Sudan and 
Libya in confiooung all viola- 
tions of these countries' 
human rights and denourKcs 
the oivgoing attempts on tbe 
pan of certain nations to per- 
petuate the sanctions regimes 
that have had devastating ccm- 
sequences on pec^le and dieir 
basic human rights. 

The House csdled on re^on- 
al and international orgamsa- 
liorts to shoulder their respon- 
sibilities in tqrfiolding human 
rights principles and exposing 
nations thar threaieo others 
and commit acts of aggression 
to achieve their interests. 

The statement also urged 
Jrxdanian ocganisatioos to 
intensify their efforts to raise 
awareness among the public 
about human ri^ts rxinciples. 

Ddegatioo leaves for 
meting in Tehran 


Meanwhile, a parliamen- 
tary delegation Friday left for 
Tehran to take part in a meet- 
ing of parliamentarians from 
Islamic countries to work out 
a plan for creating an Islamic 
p^amemary union. 

Taking part in the confer- 
ence, which will be attended 
by representatives of 1 9 Arab 
and Islamic states, are 
Duties Abdul Razzak 
Tubeishai. Khalil Atieh and 
Ahmad Khatzah 

The delegation will detiver 
a message from House 
Speaker Abdul Hadt Majali 
to tbe head of the Iranian 
shura council on means of 
bolstering Jortlanian-lraiiian 
relations in parliamentary 
affairs. 

The idea of creating an 
Islamic parliaffleniaiy union 
was floated in 1994, and a 
special committee has been 
formed to study its feasibility. 
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EtmOPEAN FILM 
FESTIVAL 


rusi 


* Greek film 
•Tlades” at 5:00 p.m. 

* Spanish film "El 
Maestro" at 8:00 p.m. 
(.to be shown again on 
Sunday Dec. 13 at 
5:06 p.m.) 

^JEreDch film ‘‘Un 
Air 1 ^..; Familie*' on 
Sunday Dec. 13 at 
8:00 p.m. 

* All films, with 
subtitles in English, 
ire screened at the 

^^yal Cultural Centre. 
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* Lecture by Jor- 
danian author Hisham 
Gharaibeh on his lat- 
est novels and on a 
study by Dr. Nabil 
Haddad at Darat Al 
Punun, Jabal Weibdeh 
on Sunday Dec. 13 at 
6:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Exhibition of 
Nabataean silver jew- 
elry at the Jordan 
Design and Trade 
Cenre. off Wadi Saqra 
Street, nndl Dec. 31 
(Tel. 5699141/2.). 

* Display of posters 
fflaiking the anniver- 
sary of the 
International Declara- 
tion of Human Rights 
at the Greater Amman 
Municipality city hall, 
HasAl ‘Ain, until Dec. 
17. 

*‘The Warm 
ter" — works by sev- 
^ artists at Orfali 
Art Gallery, LIm 
Utbaina (Tel. 

^526932), until Feb. 

•.Photography exhi- 
M.don "Empreintes*' (a 
^otography trip from 
Morocco to Turkey) at 
jje French Cultural 
Centre, Jabal Amman, 
‘toiilDec. 17. 

* Oil paintings by 
^ Najjar at Instituio 
Lctvantes, Jabal 

until Dec. 
14. 

* ; The Tenth 
Anniversary Exhibi- 

of Contemporary 
Artists at Darat 
^ Fnnun, Jabal Weib- 
(Tel. 4643251/2, 
“ntiUan. 28. 
.'.Photography exhi- 
JiUOD entitled "Wln- 
Jfws and Doors” by 
Hourani at Bal- 
Art Gallery, Gar- 
Street (Tel. 
5537598),. until Dec. 


Jordan must invest 
more in heiping disabled 
schoolchildren — official 


By Hiod-Lara Mai^ 

BEIRUT — Jordan has to 
invest more to meet the needs 
of disabled schooldukhen and 
to int^jaie them into the edu- 
catiCMial system to mirrimice 
possible sodal and actxKxnic 
losses, a leading educationalist 
has said. 

Munther Masri, director of 
the National Centre for Human 
Resources and fonner educa- 
tion minister, said only five per 
ooit of tbe estimated 250SX0 
disabled difidren in Jordan 
were receiving special educa?. 
tica. 

Howevec.be said <xuiffudip^^ 
ing figures <xi the oiact nisrto 
of dialed Jtxdanians were 
oon^jlicatisg efforts to main- 
stream such students into the 
country's strained educational 
system. 

‘Unless Jordan invests in and 
addresses the requiremeats of 


childreo wifi) special needs, diis 
will result in latge ectviomk: 
and 5oci^ losses," Masri told 
the Jcudan Times on the side- 
lines of a regjcna] conference 
dial oondutted in Beinit on 
Monday. 

"Schools need to be {xoperiy 
equippedmintegnaietb^chil- 
di^ in a coiipt^D^ educa- 
tional atmosphere," he 

Masci said die Kin^m's 
generally dosed family struc- 
ture. which is ateDed of 
"admitting that it has diildren 
with disatAities,” was hinder- 
ing efforts TO collect exact data 
on the niagnitucfe of the prob- 
leoL , 

Joid^ has over the past years 
estabUshed educational 
resource rooms equipp^ with 
facilities for childtCT with spe- 
cial needs at several state-run 
schools, he said. However, a 
lack of adequately traned staff 
and teachers to address dieir 


needs was complicating the 
process. 

"Only a small portion of 
schools in Jordan have such 
facilities," he said 
Masri said91 per cent of chil- 
dren between die ages of six 
and 16 were attending schools. 

‘This means that there are 
tens of thousands of children 
who should be at school but are 
iKX." he added 
The iwoKlay United Nt^ons 
Children’s Fund tUNICEF) 
tegioaal seminar on ‘"Reaching 
the Unreached: MQMA's Basic 
Education Challeage for tibe 
21si Century." ended widi calls 
for the integration of disubkd , 
cliildna] into foe mainstn^ 
educational system 
TTiineeo Middle East and 
NcKth African countries on^- 
ed tbe parky, wfokh ended on 
foe eve o f the launch of the 
UNICEF annual State of the 
World's Children Report. 


Exhibition features 19th century 
artwork on the Holy Land 


AMMAN (J.X) — An exhilx- 
tiOT of 57 painnrigs and pho- 
tographs by 19di century 
Briti^ artists has attracted 
more fbreigneis than Jordani- 
ans. 

Into last month. Britain's 
Prince Edward and Her Royal 
Highness Princess Rahma 
inaugurated ‘The Land" 
diqdt^ at tbe British Coundl in 
Amman as part of celebrations 
mnrfrin g foe COUTIcfl's 50fo 
anniversary in Jordan. 

Tbe exhibition features iriost- 

ly water colour pamtiags. litbo- 

and j^ogi^hs of 
Holy Land (Jordaiian and 
BalestinianI towns by fam^ 
pritigh painters such as David 
Roberts, Edward Lear, William 
Holman Hunt, Carl Haag, 
David Wilkie and WDliara 
H«iry Bartlett. 

Ih^ are aD from foe person- 
al coUectitMi of Jordanian 


Hisham Khatib. honwaiy Nice 
chmcmaD of the World Energy 
Council and fanner eaecgy 
minisier, who began purchas- 
ing art, books and atlask on tbe 
H^y Land while studying 
abroad. 

‘TJnfcfftunately, foe exhibi- 
tion's visitors were mostly 
from the foreign communi^ 
rather than Jordanians." Khatib 
told foe Jordan Tunes in an 
interview this wreck. "Our peo- 
ple don't £^)preciate our her- 
itage." 

The catalogue of ihe exhibi- 
ticn, scfaedi^ to continue 
until Dec. IZ is a ^ossy schol- 
arly reference book wfoidi 
^ves foe conoqx of the ext^i- 
tion and (he history of foe artists 
and their travels. 

Khatib said be started collect- 
in g an wcxk by in^xesrioniscs 
before be began developing an 
"dbsessioa’' for 19th century 


pacings depictmg the Holy 
Land, paiticulariy Jerusaleru. 

‘T e\ren sold early orig^ 
litfaogi^^ihs from famous artists 
su^ as Marc CTiagall in order 
to buy Holy Land paintings." 
be said 

’‘I am interested in tc^ 
gn^ihicaL leafistic and iDustia- 
tive pcuntings rather than oma- 
meotaL, decorative and roman- 
tic ones," Khatib said 
"Tor me it is interesting to see 
how familiar places and foeir 
inhabitants uski to look like 
before," he added 
Khatib said he hoped to use 
tile current display to help show 
pecfile "our n^cnal berit^e 
and to enhance tiieir belonging 
to their regiocL'' 

"One can associate himself 
with lustoiy when lecogju^g 

a familiar place in thg paintings 
and seeing how it lool^ like in 
tfaepasL" 


UNRWA denies reports of 
changes to school curriculum 

Donor threatens halt to aid over ‘anti-Jewish’ material 


By Alia Shtikri Hamzeh 

AMMAN — The Unitihi 
Natloas Relief and 
Agency Friday denied neu's 
reports that it has griren 
insiructioax for the reinov-ai 
of Palestinian natiixial para- 
phernalia from its sclk>>)s 
and the deletion of references 
from the Holy Koran in foe 
agency’s teaching materials. 

In a statement issued by the 
agency's headquarters in 
Gaza. LINRWA said no such 
instructions hatre been gi\ren 
nor will any be. 

According to an UNRWA 
source in Jondin. a VS. 
donor to the agency has 
threatened to halt all finan- 
cial aid if LINRWA continues 
to include what it called 
“anti-Jewish materia) in its 
school curriculum." 

The source, who preferred 
anonymity, told the Jordan 
Times that the agency has 
been under scrutiny by tiie 
donor, a centre di^ mcMiitors 
peace in the Middle F.-^<t, 
over alleged and-Jewish ref- 
erences that call for holy war 
(jihad) against Jews. 

The source said critidsm 
over the UNRWA school 
curriculum in Jofdan. also 
taught in tbe West Bank, was 
directed at the inclusion of 
Koranic verses. Prophet 
Mohammad's sayings and 
Palestinian poetry that cdl 


for holy war. 

He added that the U.S. cen- 
tre demanded a comprehen- 
sisre int'estigation at the Jor- 
danian branch of the agency 
this year and that it urent fur- 
ther to demand in\'estigations 
next year in Syria. Egypt and 
Lebanon, all host countries 
to Palestinian refugees. 

‘it imposed a condition on 
UNRWA demanding 

changes in school curricula 
in ULX'ordance with peace 
agreentenLs with Israel." he 
said, adding that the agency 
wcHild not respond to such 
demands. 

The source added that 
agencN' work entails teaching 
F^estinian refugees their 
history, religion and beliefs. 

"Our present curriculum 
has a Palestinian approach, 
and we won't change that 
beemse w>e do not want our 
students to forget their lies to 
their homelanil" he added. 

The UNRWA statement 
quoted Commissioner Gen- 
eral Peter Hansen us saying 
foal one of the agency's 
major achievements was 
conuibuiing to "keeping 
Palestinian cultural identity 
alrce." He added, however, 
that the agency does not per- 
mir ineneful material in its 
classrooms and has prepared 
curriculum enrichment mate- 
rials for its schools to encour- 
age peace education, democ- 


rac>'. tolerance and conflict 
resolution. 

According to other 
informed sources, two pro- 
Israeli U.S. senators, a 
Republican and a DemocraL 
have been steering the cam- 
paign against Li^^WA and 
demanding that it apply the 
stipulations of the peace 
accords "only." 

The cultural agreement 
between Jordan and Israel 
signed after the 1994 peace 
treaw calls for both countries 
to amend and refhun from 
any hostile or discriminatoiy 
e.xpressions through propa- 
ganda or education. 

The sources said the U.S.- 
based centre had “demanded 
that no reference to 
Jerusalem os the capital of 
Palestine or mention of the 
importance of Ai Aqsa 
Mosque to Muslims and the 
Church of the Holy Sepul- 
chre to Christians be used." 

The sources told the Jordan 
Times that since the donor i.s 
one of UNRWA's many and 
its funding is negligible, the 
agency would continue 
leaching its students the 
same curriculum regardless 
of the consequences. 

“LTNRWA is the only U.N. 
agency uithout an annual 
budget We depend oi. dona- 
tions from countries, organi- 
sations and individuals,'* one 
source said, adding that it 


negatively affects the 
agency's administration 
decision.^ on several policies 
by adhering to doncHs’ 
demands. 

The cash-strapped 

UNRW.A. burdened with a 
real deficit of $62 million in 
its S3 14 rnillion 1 998 budget, 
operates 649 schools with 
447,(X)0 students in Jordan, 
Lebanon. Syria, the We.^t 
Bank and the Gozu Strip. iLs 
schools use the same text- 
books and curricula of foe 
host governments and the 
Palestinian National Auihori- 
ly. 

It has long tried to enlarge 
its donor base and increase 
contributions from Arab 
countries to help pre\'ent any 
further budget deficits. 

UNRWA was set up after 
the 1948 war that led to 
Israel's creation, offering 
basic health, relief and edu- 
cational services to over J 
million Palestinian refugees. 

With 1.4 million UN.-reg- 
tstered refugees. -K) per cent 
of foe total number, Jordan 
remains the largest host 
coumiy. 

LINRWA operates 13 
refugee camps in Jordan 
which house and offer edu- 
cation to refugee children in 
more than 200 schools at tbe 
eiememary and preparatory 
levels. 



Passengers board tbe Royal Wings plane which made ffae first Jordanian comraemal flight to Gaza International 
Airport (Petra photo) 

Royal Wings makes first Jordanian 
commercial flight to Gaza airport 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Jor- 
danian plane Friday made 
the first coromeici^ flight 
from Amman to foe recent- 
ly opened Gaza 
International Airport, com- 
mencing regular flints 
between Palestine and Jor- 
dan. 

Tbe plane, owned and 


operated by Royal Wings, a 
subsidiary of Royal Jordan- 
ian. carried Jasser Ziyyad. 
director of the Civil Avia- 
tion Authority, and Ahed 
Qumar. Royal Wuigs direc- 
tor general, as well as other 
officials and passengers. 

Royal Wings has 
announced plans to operate 


cw-o flights per week 
between Amman and Gaza. 
Palestine Airlines will also 
conduct two weekly flights 
between Amman and Gaza. 

Royal Wings said it would 
study foe possibility of 
increasing foe number of 
flights in foe future based 
on demand by travellers. 


On Nov. 24. RJ made its 
maiden flight frrom Amman 
to Gaza canying HRH 
Prince Faisal, who repre- 
sented Jordan at foe official 
inauguration ceremony, an 
official delegation and more 
than SO Jordanian busi- 
nesspersons and journalists. 


‘Stunning’ exhibition on Petra opens in Washington 


ByGeoiseS-Hishmeh 

WASHINGTON — A "wonderful ktea" is 
how HRH Princess Sarvafo rcsfW^ 
recendv to a question raised by the ^ 
Times about whether the "sl^g exhibi- 
tion featuring artefacts firm Ftm wiB on 
in ihe United States and Cana- 

‘'^.rincess Sarvaih officially. the 
"Pblra: Jordan s m the 
S- on Dec. 9 at Exptera HalJ Mu^ 
of the National Gec®:^ili«. Society h^ 
ta downtown Washing a fw 
the White House. The exhiWi 

coincided with the pubBcaiion of an^pig^ 
^^y in this month’s issue of Itoonal 

on the ancient cay. once the cap- 

teirat^fig- 

was served by two Jordani- 
an actual tent 


"shrak" bread for foe VIP visitors, who 
included John Fahey, president of National 
Geographic Society, as well as various 
stafiers freon Nation^ Geogi^sbic vfoo were 
involved in tbe cover story. 

Other sponsors of the exhibit included the 
American Center f<x- Oriental Research, the 
Pe^ National Trust and the Jordan Badia 
Research and Development Programme, a 
government jaoject to improve quali^ of life 
dirough sustainable develc^xnenL 
In addition to the anefiicts tiiete was a dis- 
play of bow foe ancient Nabataeans, nitess of 
the lands east of the Jordan River 2,000 years 
ago, coDSinicted a sophisticated water nei- 
woik to supply their desen outposts; a repro- 
duction of a mosaic floor of a Byzantine 
chuitfo. and enlarged photographs of some of 
Petra's monumenial tarades. 

The exhibit, originally sl^ed to be held here 
only, will tun through Feb. 7. 

In her remarks, Ptincess Sarvaih said she 
was "overwhelmkl by foe m^nifioence" of 
this moil’s cover aiticle, ‘Petra: Ancient 
Cio' cf Stone’,” as well as *This smnning exhi- 
bition." Sbe added that sbefod not (calise that 
the exhibit would be "so bieathialdng.” 

‘This exhibitim provides an c^^jortunity to 


recc^ise foe ochlevemenis of this gifted peo- 
ple, and to shed some light on foeir extreme- 
ly sophisticated cuiure whkh is so exquisite- 
ly demonstrated before us.’’ the Princess said. 

Early works, the Princes added, did not 
make "a significant TOntribution" to under- 
standing foe history of Petra, wfoich was redis- 
covered in 1812. or foe history of the 
Nabataeans. The anention of foe scholars was 
restricted to funerary archiiecture and an. 

"Since foe fifties of this century." she said, 
‘‘several archaeolo^cal excavations have 
been carried out which helped redress the bal- 
ance. and foe Nabataeans began to emerge as 
builders for the living as wd! as foe d^'* 
Yet, she pointed out. foe research overlooked 
tbe centuries of both growth and decline and 
only focused on the rafoer short period of 
peak prosperiw between foe first century B.C. 
and foe first century A.D. 

‘‘It Is only recently wHh the discovery of 
two churches and a cache of papyri scrolls 
that we began to leam for sure something 
abewt tfw hiaory of Petra in the Byzantine 
period, when Christianiiy became foe official 
religion of the Roman eastern empire." 

Underiining that \ba carved fecades of the 
rose red city may still hold many secrets, she 


stressed that the Nabataean accompUshraents 
include ’The contrasts of fired pottery of e^- 
shell thinness and monument^ facades with 
imposing carvings hewn out of solid rock." 

However, the Princess said their “most 
impressive achievement is to be .seen in the 
area of water and so'il conservation.” 

But very little has dianged over 3.000 
years, she noted. “Now: as then, political sta- 
bility is the key to ai^ kind of human devel- 
opment, be it in trade, agriculture or educa- 
tion. and now. os then, we need to make deci- 
sions with our hearts us well as our heads. In 
identifying and understanding our past, we 
will know better how to consolidate our pre- 
senL and build our future in terms of human 
needs, jfoysically. emotionally and materially. 
None of us can ever know' where we ^ 
going until we know where we are ctxiiing 
from." 

Minister ofTourism Akel Biliaji was upbeat 
in his brief remarks about tourism prospects 
in Jordan. He said there was a slight increase 
in the number of visitors to Jordan, mainly 
fiiHn the Arab Gulf region. Victors in 1998 
totalled l,4milliQn compared to 1.2 million in 
the preceding year, “arid we will be closing 
with S850 million in rKums" for this year 


compared to S790 million." thereby ma king 
tourism the second laigesi export iiidustry. 

He expressed hope that the indusoy would 
be “the number one feamer] by foe year 
2000 ." 

Biliaji thanked the Society for assisting Jor- 
dan "in coming out here and taking to 
the whole world." 

"If we were to do it ourselves, we could not 
afford it, so we are grateftil for tbe Society 
having helped us on tlus panicular issue." 

In his welcoming remaps, Fahey expressed 
his gratitude frr Jordan's ‘'generous support" 
in making foe exhibit possible. 'This is a 
wonderful way to share Jordans national 
treasurers with pecple everywhere — and 
ftiUy in keeping with Her Royal Highness' 
promotion of education as a means of greater 
iatemationai understanding." 

Fahey noted that the National Geographic 
Society “has long been fascinated with Jor- 
dan arid Petra in particular,” pointing out that 
Peira was introduced to foe magazine's read- 
ers in 1907, “and we described it as ‘one of 
the strangest, most beautiful and most 
enchanting spots upon this earth'.” 

‘Nothing has chmged since." he grf fl p d 
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Tight security for 
Pinochet hearing 
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LONDON (AFP) — A tight 
security operation was in 
full swing Friday as a 
London court which nor> 
mally deals wi± lerrorisc 
crimes prepared for the 
arrival of former Chilean 
dictator Augusto Pinochet. 

He was due at Belraarsh 
magistrates' court in south- 
east London at 2:00 p^. 
( 1400 GMT) for his 
appearance in public since 
his arrest more than two 
months ago. 

It follows the decision by 
Home Secretary Jack Straw 
Wednesday to allow 
Spain's request for his 
extradition to go ahead. The 
warrant alleges genocide, 
terrorism and torture during 
his 1973-1990 dictatorship. 

Chief Metropolitan 
Stipendiary Magistrate 
Gr^am Parkinson was also 
to hear any application to 
vary Pinochet's bail condi- 
tions. 

A date could also be set 
for a committal, or main 
extradition hearing, the first 
substantive stage in a 
process likely to stretch 
several months. 

Pinochet, S3, was to be 
brought to Belmarsh under 
heavy police escort and 
expected to enter the court 


via a side entrance. 

The hearing had been due 
to take place at Bow Street 
magistrates' court in central 
London, but was moved for 
security reasons. 

T?ie top-security 

Belmarsh court has seen 
some of Britain's most 
notorious IRA terrorists and 
is eoonected'fo the, neigh- 
bouring top-security prison 
by a tunnel. 

By 8:30 a.m. more than 
SO police officers were on 
duty near the building, 
checking every car arriving 
at the entrance and keeping 
the growing crowd of 
reporters and photogra- 
phers behind metal b^- 
cades. 

Drivers were searched 
before they could leave 
their cars inside the court 
precincts. 

Officers led all journalists 
to a van where their bags 
and equipment were put 
through an X-ray machine. 
Police with dogs combed 
bushes and trees around the 
perimeter for suspect pack- 
ages. 

The number of journalists 
allowed into the court was 
restricted, with only 3S 
places available for a hear- 
ing chat has attracted world 


attention. 

In the small, glass-pan- 
elled public gallery there is 
room for only a small num- 
ber of Pinochet protesters 
and supporters, who were 
being allocated spaces 

equally. There was no room 
for other members of the 
public. 

A small group of Pinochet 
supporters gathered outside 
at (kiwn. They draped ban- 
ners over police crash barri- 
ers • proclaiming 
Pinochet" 

The first two ami- 
Pinochet protesters to 
arriv^ unfurled a baimer 
showing painted silhouettes 
of people who had disap- 
peared in Chile, asking: 
“Pinochet where are they?" 

The two factions stood on 
opposite sides of the road 
with , police officers 
between them. 

Security was also tight 
arouiid Pinochet's tempo- 
rary home on an exclusive 
estate west of London, with 
^>oui 30 police officers 
patroiling the area. 

Police with metal detec- 
tors parched undergrowth 
with! ] several hundred 
yardf of bis rented mansion 
while colleagues with snif- 
fer d^s patrolled. 


Dozens of U.S. airmen 
under investigation in 
aileged test scam 


TOKYO (AP) — ■ Some 
40 U.S. airmen assigned 
to Yokota Air Base in 
Japan are under investi- 
gation on charges of 
cheating 00 -promotion 
tests, an Air Force 
spokesman said Friday. 

Six airmen have been 
charged and two have 
pleaded guilty at their 
courts-martial, said 
spokesman M^. 

Stephen Cutter. 

Air Force r^ulations 
forbid any discussion or 
note-sharing on the pro- 
motion tests, called the 
Weighted Airman 
Promotion, which make 
up a major part of the 
criteria used to promote 
airmen. The cheating 
charges are extremely 
serious in the Air Force, 
Cutter said. 

Tech. Sgt. James Mills 


pleaded innocent at his 
coort-martial, which 
began Friday, Cutter 
said. 

Wednesday, Staff Sgt 
Douglas Ivey pleaded 
guilty and was sen- 
tence to 15 days in jail 
and 15 days of hard 
labour. 

have learned it only 
takes one bad decision 
to make or break an 
honourable career, ** 

Ivey was quoted as 
telling tbe court by the 
Pa<^c Stars and Stripes 
newspaper In its 
Friday’s editions. 

According to court tes- 
timony, Ivey agreed to 
be helped on prep^ng 
for tbe test and picked 
up notes another airman 
1^ in his car, tbe Stars 
and Stripes said. 

Last month. Tech. Sgt 


Kevin Mitchell pleaded 
guilty to charges of 
shariii^ answers In a 
1997 test and was sen- 
tenced to a month in jail 
and 45 days of hard 
labonr and was demoted 
one rank. 

Three other airmen 
are slated for courts- 
martial. 

Prosecutor Capt Won 
Lee was quoted by the 
Stars and Stripes as say- 
ing that the te^ were so 
competitive that even a 
couple of points could 
mean as moch as anoth- 
er candidate winning an 
achievement medal in a 
remote difficult place. 

Lee ui^ed stilT penal- 
ties to send **a message 
that winners never cheat 
and cheaters never 
win," the newspaper 
said. 


Tbe two giant steel ^braces’ are pictured in front of tiie Leaning Tower of Pisa. An 
expert commission has decided to give the green light to the latest scheme to straigfht- 
en tbe Renaissance bell tower before undertaking excavation wori& designed to sta- 
bilise the tower and coax it fractionally back towards the vertical. Two 103 metre 
pJIastic-coated cables will be attached as a safety measure to keq> the gracious white 
tower upright should excavation go horribly wrong (Reuters photo) 

Rain delays work on plan to 
attach suspenders on Pisa tower 


PISA. Italy (AP) — Heavy 
rain Friday delayed the 
start of the first steps in a 
plan to attach steel “sus- 
penders" to the Leaning 
Tower, the latest strategy 
aimed at ensuring the 
monument doesn't topple 
over. 

The engineer overseeing 
the work, Paolo Heiniger, 
said the two sets of 50-^- 
Umetie thick cables had 
been moved to the base of 
the 12th-ceniury tower but 
could not be raised until 
the weather improved. 

ilie project has run into a 
series of obstacles, delay- 
ing its start for months. 
Heiniger said he hoped the 
cables would be in place 


by the end of the month. 

The 103-metre long 
cables will be attached to 
anchors placed behind tbe 
tower and connected to the 
monument at a height of 
26 metres. 

Heiniger said the cables 
would serve as a “precau- 
tion," against any possible 
movement of the tower 
when work begins in 1999 
to straighten it. 

That plan calls for 
removal of some soil from 
underneath one side of the 
tower to allow it to settle 
better and lean one-half 
degree less. It now leans 
six degrees or four metres 
off the perpendicular. 

If the soil removal 


appears to endanger stabil- 
ity, the ‘‘suspenders" 
would be pulled ti^t to 
bold up tbe tower. 

Heiniger said tbe 
chances of this happening 
were minimal. 

If all goes well, tbe 
braces will be removed. 

The S5-metre high tower 
was closed to tourists iu 
1990 for fear it might top- 
ple over. 

After the closure, several 
steel bands were placed 
around the tower to act as 
a Itind of support girdle. 

There has been no esti- 
mate on when the public 
would be allowed to again 
make the dizzying climb 
up the tower steps. 


Animal rights hunger 
striker back in prison 


LONDON (AFP) — A 
jailed animal rights 
activist was back in 
prison on the 6Sth day of 
his hunger strike Friday 
after refusing food and 
treatment by hospital 
staff. 

Prison officials said 
doctors had concluded 
there was “no clinical 
need" for Barry Home, 
who is serving an 18-year 
jail term for a wave of 
firebomb attacks, to 
remain in hospital. 

He launched his hunger 
strike in early October to 
protest the government's 
refusal to set up a Royal 
Commission on animal 
e.xperiments. His condi- 
tion was described as 
"serious but stable." 

Home, 46, was trans- 
ferred late Thursday from 
York hospital in northern 
England, where he had 
been moved on Nov. 24, 
to York prison. 

Hospital staff said he 
had refused permission to 
be fed or treated, could be 
equally well cared for at 
the prison medical centre, 
and that day-to-day run- 
ning of the hospital was 
being seriously dismpted. 

Pofice forces are said to 
be on alert amid fears his 
death could spark a wave 
of attacks by anirgai, 
rights aciivjsi 

The 


Home had been refusing 
food since Oct. 6 but was 
taking fluids. He will 
continue to be monitored 
by the hospital. 

A statement from the 
York health services tmst 
which mns the hospital 
said Home had no “irre- 
versible conditions" 
because of his fast. 

“At the express wish of 
Mr. Home, the hospital 
was unable to feed or 
treat him. and it was con- 
cluded he could be looked 
after equally well in the 
prison medical centre," it 
added. 

The trust's chief execu- 
tive. Peter Kennedy, said 
it had an obligation to 
provide a safe and peace- 
ful environment for its 
other patients as well, but 
last weekend it was 
forced to declare “a major 
security alert." 

"This is not acceptable. 
The risk of some serious 
Incident happening was 
too high." 

The British govemraeni 
has insisted it will not 
bow to “blackmail." say- 
ing it was “out of the 
question" to set up a 
Royal Comcoission 



tots 


LOS ANGELES (AP) 
— When that cute little 
pig got roasted at the 
box office, there were 
immediate concerns 
that toy stores would 
feel the beat. 

So far. plush toys 
based on the porker 
from “Babe: Pig in the 
City” are selling nicely 
in what is shaping up 
to be a better overall 
holiday season for 
movie toys than 1997. 

But kids are really 
going wild for toys 
from “that other” holi- 
day movie. 

“lt*s going to be A 
Bug's Life Christmas. 
It's not going to be a 
Babe Christmas," said 
Jeffrey Thomison, an 
analyst for Hilliard 
Lyons. 

Movie merchandis- 
ing. like movie mak- 
ing, is a high-stakes 
business that doesn’t 
always follow conven- 
tional wisdom and 
relies heavily on tbe 
whims of young — and 
often ficUe — con- 
sumers. 

"A Bug’s Life,” 
Disney's animated ant 
adventure, opened to 
*d»usine^, at tiie 
in late 


bombed, but 
loving toys 


November, energising 
sales of everything 
from “Bug's Life" 
books to talking 
grasshopper statuettes. 

At the Other end of 
the spectrum is "Babe: 
Pig in the City," the 
expensive sequel to 
1995's Oscar-nominat- 
ed hit, “Babe." It 
opened the same week- 
end as the Disney film 
and flopped. 

Though it received 
generally favourable 
reviews, some critics 
found the movie too 
scary for children. The 
company with tbe mer- 
chandise license for 
“Babe" saw its stock 
tumble 12 per cent the 
Monday after tbe open- 
ing. 

Still, one of the most 
popular items in recent 
weeks has been Real 
Live Babe, a talking 
stuffed animal. 

“The sell-through for 
"Babe' has been OK. 
considering the movie 
bombed." said Brett 
Hendrickson, an ana- 
lyst for B. Riley and 
Co. 

“Are the stores going 
to be stuck with Babe' 
inventory at the end of 
ye^? We don’t know. I 


don't think the man- 
agers know yet.” 

For much of this year, 
analysts said, movie 
merchandise was in a 
nit, contributing to 
wbat many described 
as a generally flat mar- 
ket for toys going into 
the critical holiday sea- 
son. 

“Godzilla" toy sales 
weren't necessarily 
bad, but fell short of 
the lofty expectations, 
as did tbe movie. 
“Small Soldiers" mer- 
chandise did reason- 
ably well, but not 
great. And “Mulan” 
items were mostly a 
bust. 

Still, two weeks into 
the holiday shopping 
season, retailers are 
expecting stronger 
movie toy sales ihiis 
year, powered by the 
success of “A Bug's 
Life” and the surpris- 
ing resiliency of other 
toys. 

“Rugrats” toys, 
which have been on 
market for years 
because of a television 
show, are benefiting 
from the success of the 
recent “The Rugrats 
Movie," said Laura 
Mahle, a spokeswoman 


for the Kmart depart- 
ment store chain. 

And “Star Wars’* 
merchandise continues 
to be appealing, 
decades after the origi- 
nal movie. A new 
instalment is scheduled 
to bit movie theatres 
next year. 

Equity Marketing 
Inc. of Beverly Hills 
holds the licence to 
“Babe” goods, inclnd- 
ing rile Real Live Babe. 
Equity says it’s too 
early to tell how the 
movie will shape toy 
sales, but the company 
has soured on movie 
tie-in merchandise. 
Equity also had license 
for “Godzilla” plush 
toys, which flopped. 

That doesn't mean* 
movies have been bad 
for Equity. On ffie con- 
trary, it has struck a 
successful partnership 
with Burger King, pro- 
viding "Rugrats" pro- 
motional items that are 
available only with 
food purchases. 

Sheree Aronson, 
^uity’s director of 
investor and public 
relations, said the com- 
pany was “moving 
solidly back” to fast- 
food partnerships. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Mongolian president meets Chinese 
counterpart in Beijing 

BEUING (AFP) Mongolian Rnesideot Natsagiin 
Pag flb""*’. on the first ever state visit to China. Friday met 
Chinese lYesident Jiang Zemin, Xinhua reported. The two 
{vesidenis were due to sign documents on reladons into the 
21st cenday, on cultural and scientific cooperatim and on 
rhintwi aid to Mongolia. Bagab^, wbo is accompamed 
by a 30-member busmess delegation on the six-day visit, is 
also pushing trade ties with China and will visit the southern 
boom city of Shenzhen and the Inner Mtngolian capital of 
HohhoL Ever since the Mongol armies of Gen^ Khan 
stormed over China's Great Wall in die 13th ceotuiy and 
established the Yuan dynasty in Beijing, rivalry and fear has 
Hfiminated lel^ons. But OD the eve of the millennium, 
Mongolia's new democratic leaders are keen to cement sta- 
ble, cordial relations with Beijing. “The president has said 
rime and again that we have no border or political disputes 
with China," said Bagabmdi's spokesman. “If we look back 
all the time, it is quite difficult to look forward." Mongolia's 
arring Foimgn hfiiiistier, R Amaijaigal, who acconqianied 
pagahanrii on the trip, emphasised the inqxntance of build- 
ing ties between landlodoed Mongolia, with its 2.4 million 
people and g^t Qiina. ''Chinese businesses are leading the 
growd) of new busmess in Mongolia,'’ be said. 

Prosecutor investigating whether city 
• paid for mayor’s gala 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Federal prosecutois have begun a 
criminal investigation into whether tens of thousands of dol- 
lars in public funds were used for a celebration for d^rarting 
Mayor Marion Barry. Tbe mayor and cMher officials have 
said repeated that no taxpayer money was used to fond the 
Oct 22 gala honouring Barry’s tenure as the city's leader. 
Thuzsday, tbe mtyor's wife Cora Masters Baiiy. who super- 
vised the planning of (he gala, issued a statement saying that 
“at tbe appropriaie time, an announcement about the details 
of the event will be made". Witnesses have told investigators 
about attempts to divert funds, forge contracts and shred doc- 
nments in order to conceal the spending of municipal funds 
on the event, The Washingto n Post re ^ r ted in its editions 
I^day. Monda Webb, a contractor who wcxked on tire event, 
provided die newspaper witii copies of check stubs showing 
that rile received S33X) in city funds for her work on the 
programme. 

Geneva court extends detention 
of former Ukrainian premier 

GENEVA (AFP) — A Geneva court Friday extended by one 
month the detention of former Ukrainian Prime Minister 
Pavlo Lazarenko, arrested last week in Switzerland cm 
money laundering charges, his lawyer said. The court took 
the step due to the riric of escape and collusion and because 
of an ongoing investigadon, Paul Gully-Hart said. An imme- 
diate request for bail was denied but the lawyer said he 
woiild make anotiier demand next week. The 45-year-old 
Ukrainian opposition leader was picked up by police in the 
western Swiss city of Basel nine d^s holding a 
Panamanian passport and was fonnally arrested in Geneva 
last Friday. Geneva public prosecutor Bernard B^ossa bad 
been pressing for the roaximum deteation period, which is 
three raontbs, renewable. Tbe most in^xotant thing is that he 
is able to resume bis potitical responsibilities, Gully-Hart 
said earlier. Lazarenko was premier from May 1996 to July 
1997, when he was ousted by current President Leonid 
Koushma who accused him of corruption and misrule. 
Leader cf the centrist Hromada party, be is a candidate for 
the upcomiiig presidential elections in October. In Kiev, sup- 
porters have monnted protests against what they insist is a 
“political plot" by tbe ruling powers in the run-up to the elec- 
tioiL The Geneva judge lirat Kasper-Ansermet, who said 
that relatively large sums have been bloclred in Switzerland 
in the afiair, arrived in Ukraine Monday to investigate tbe 
money laundering charges. 

Alleged Australian mail bomber sent 
to Jail for mental assessment 

CANBERRA, Australia (AI^ — The man accused of wag- 
ing a nationwide letter-bombing campaign was sent to a psy- 
chiatric hospital for prisoners Riday amid concern be may 
try to commh soiclde. Colin Dunstan, 43, is facing 28 counts 
of endangering life tbrou^ tire use of an explosive device. 
He was anested at Canberra Hospital a week ago after being 
admitted witii a slashed wrist, climaxing three days of 
national panic over letter bombs. One letter bomb explod^ 
at tbe Canberra mail centre Dec. 2, slightly injuring two 
postal waters. That led to a nationwide alert in which 27 
similar devices weie discovered. Dunstan appeared in the 
Canberra M^jsuates Court Friday for a decision on where 
to cany out a mental health assessment of him. Chi^ 
Magistrate Ron Cahill ttansfened Dunstan to Sydney’s Long 
Bay's psychiatric h^ital and jail, where trained staff would 
be able to keep him under observation aiound-tiie-clock. 
Cahill said he was concerned about Dunstan's welfare after 
initial psychiatric assessments found that be was at risk of 
harmiDg himself. “If we're wrorig it could have fatal results," 
Cahill said. Dunstan, who has made no plea or bail ^rplica- 
tion, was ordered to reappear in Canberra's Magistrates 
Court 00 Dec. 23 following psychiairic assessment Dunstan 
had been on leave from the Australian Tax Office after hav- 
ing an affoir with a female co- worker in 1990 and 1991, 
according to co^ documents. He'blamed this episode for 
the breakup of his own marriage He apparently also blamed 
the tax office and various h uman rights and equal (Opportuni- 
ty officiak for his troubles. ?bbce said all of the 28 letter 
bombs were all addressed to such authorities. 

Anti-drug message on pencil turns 
pro-drug during sharpening 

TICONDERCKjA, New Y(sk (AP) — Acompany is trying 
to erase an embarrassing mistake it made on pencils bear- 
ing an antx-drug message. The pencils cany the 
'Tbo C(»I to Do Drugs”. But a sharp-eyed fourth-grader in 
nonhem New Yodc noticed when the pencils are sbarp- 
ene(L the message turns into “Cool to Do Drugs” then sim- 
ply “Do Drugs," As a result of the discovery by lO-year- 
old Kodi Mosier of Uconderoga Elementary School, the 
company, called The Bureau For At-Riric Youth of 
Plainview, recalled the pencils. “Ws’re actually a little 
embarrassed that we didn’t notice that sooner," spokes- 
woman Darlene Clair told Friday's Press-Republican of 
Plattsbuigh. A new batch of pencils will have tiie message 
written in the opposite direction, so when they 'are sharp- 
ened, Itey read *Tbo Cool lb Do” and finally Too CooL” 
For pointing out the botched message, Kodi earned bis 
class a letter of iqx>lo^ from die coix 4 )aiiy and a box foil 
of T-shirts. Why does Ktxfi think the company didn't catch 
the mistake titemserves? “1 guess they didn't shared their 
pendls"hesaid. . . 
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Kbss^ President ^lis Yeltsin (left) and head of presidential administratiun Nikolay Bordyuzha speak daring 
-r jflieir meeting. Yeltsin, keen to prove he is not about to give up power, went to (he Kremlin for tanffi with his top 
Friday after recovering from pneumonia (Reuters photo) 
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Yeltsin back to work in the Kremlin 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
'^•“'?’“^Rnsaah President Boris 
tn^ihaSi. Yeltsin arrived at the 
Kreniiin for work Friday, 
'hf'-'dix days after leaving hos- 
ill W’ pital where he was recover- 
i^ednjojjg fix»m pneumonia, 
i^?'«.Russian news agencies 
slK'iiiisjigported. 

.'rf. I'D it Chief Kremlin spokesman 
Dmioy Yakushkin said the 
pKsid^t could even hold 
ition Aoddog meetings, but did 
.. «x elaborate, Interfax 
■cported. 

Yeltsin was admitted to 
!uvj«rcfie Central CUnical 
Muu^Hospital with a high tem- 
(iperaoire and the lung infec- 
.••onin&ioQ on Nov. 22. prompting 
K.-aff^jeoewed coocetn about bis 
. AriLiiis>^ti] and his fttness to 
er 'jJk|cntnL 

<:-.'c 2 T-^!'nie president quit lus 
^ Ik ; m ffbupital quarters briefly 
h 'ldUK.'Muiday: to fire his long> 
j in fe'ijBving chief of staff 
v;n >vjli^|UeDdn Yumashev, giving 
.0 rambling lecture to his 
!ha::pUnet on television before 
•i'lUili'lbR&ming to the clinic on 
i-^^JM-'hloctixs' orders. 

b:s^'edDesday, the Kremlin 
,:ii^ iTii'i Cef was discharged from 


hospital after his medical 
team said Yeltsin had com- 
pleted his treatment and 
needed to continue his con- 
valescence in the country. 

"Doctors are generally 
satisfied with the presi- 
dent's condition." 

Yakushkin said then. 

Yeltsin returned to the 
Kremlin Friday from his 
Rus country residence, sited 
some 95 kilometres north- 
west of the Russian capital. 

The Russian leader has 
had a difficult few months, 
his authority battered by the 
political fallout from an 
acute economic crisis 
which erupted in mid- 
August and which saw the 
Kremlin cede power to the 
government. 

Repeated bouts of ill- 
health have further under- 
mined Yeltsin and con- 
tributed to the sense of drift 
at the top. 

That has left Prime 
Minister Yevgeny 

Primakov as de facto vice 
president, and fuelled spec- 
ulation that the premier — 
who would become acting 


head of state should Yeltsin 
die in office or be ruled 
unfit to rule — could win 
the Kremlin in presidential 
elections scheduled for 
2000. 

However, Primakov has 
repeatedly insisted he is not 
interested in the job, and 
told the daily Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta Wednesday that 
Yeltsin was fit enough to 
serve out of the rest of his 
term. 

'The functions that he ful- 
fils he is able to carry out 
perfectly, there is no doubt 
about that,” he said. 

Speculation about the 
president's health has 
become part of the daily 
grind of Kremlin-watching 
since Yeltsin woo reelection 
in July 1996. 

The president suffered , a 
string of bean attacks dur- 
ing a hectic eiectoraJ cam- 
paign, aides now admit, 
forcing him to undergo a 
marathon quintuple heart 
bypass operation in 
November 1996. 

Since then Yeltsin has 
been vulnerable to chest 


infections and checked in 
and out of clinics as doctor.^ 
have sought to nurse him 
back to health. 

But the recurrent bouts of 
illness have taken their toll, 
and seen aides cut back on 
Yeltsin's increasingly gaffe- 
strewn foreign trips. 

Bronchitis forced Yeltsin 
to cut short a Central Asian 
tour in October during 
which he appeared at times 
incoherent and close to col- 
lapse. 

The health crisis forced 
him to spend three weeks 
off work to recover from 
what officials said was 
"nervous exhaustion." and 
led to the cancellation of a 
trip to the APEC forum in 
Kuala Lumpur, a meeting 
with European leaders In 
Vienna, and a- state visit to 
India. 

Officials have also been 
increasingly shielding 
Yeltsin from the media dur- 
ing trips to Moscow by vis- 
iting dignitaries, following 
a confused performance at a 
joint press conference with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton. 
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hree Indonesian reformists 
0 be charged with subversion 


AKARTA (AFP) — 
apt oilniesian prosecutors are 

tEpadng to try three 
rfona leaders on charges 
. .•,. '’1^ if conspiring to topple the 
iweramenL police said 
c7.. tv ndav. 

. I' dossiers of the three 

eople were forwarded to 
If prosecutor’s office on 
•V Jjr lov. 8," said Saleh of the 
^tipnal Police's infonna- 
twi office. 

wtuif'* ‘The dossiers were based 
j:J Q cl^es of malevolent 
mqriracy for subversion," 
nil-; told AFP. 

Saleh gave the initials of 
ohni Hidayat, Hariadi 
Jannawan and Sri Edi 
■ .ijjff^svasonb when asked 
.. ,:i dossiers were sent. 


I 


Under the Indonesian 
legal system the police, 
after questioning suspects, 
forward their dossiers along 
with an y charges to be lev- 
elled to the prosecutor's 
office which finalises and 
prepares the accusations for 
trial. 

The charge carries up to 
15 years in jail. 

The three were among 18 
signatories, including sev- 
eral retired generals, of a 
joint statement issued on 
Nov. 12 that rejected the 
presidency of B.J. Habibie 
and demanded the setting 
up of a transitional auihori- 
tv. 

The declaration was 
issued on the eve of bloody 


clashes between students 
and the security forces 
close to parliament in 
Jakarta which left at least 
IS people dead and around 
4(X) injured. 

Police began questioning 
the 18 signatories on 
charges of subversion on 
Nov. 14, the day after the 
bloodshed. 

Hidayat is a member of 
the National Front which 
groups mostly retired gen- 
erals. 

Darraawan is one of the 
three presidium member of 
ihe Association of Alumni 
of the University of 
Indonesia (ILUNI), which 
along with students from 
the 'stare universiiv was 


active in calling for reform 
and pressuring former 
President Suharto to step 
down in May. 

Swasono is also an LLUNI 
member. 

The questioning of the 18 
on charges of subversion 
has been widely criticised 
by lawyers and reformists 
as a sign the government is 
still following the iron-fist- 
ed ways of the old Suharto 
regime. 

I^e other 15 signatories 
of the petition included for- 
mer Jakarta governor Ali 
Sadikin, a retired marine 
general, and KemaJ Idris, 
former commander of the 
array Strategic Reserve 
Command. 
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Philadelphia bans Christmas 
trees in some homes 


■ii'i’T: . • 

fAP) — 
Adofo Ineaks the law 

tI tl^^^i^^y®afbei»ttsupa&esh- 
tree and decorates it he 
niny p^thtsisandsofoihersiiiihe 
““Jrt Slates' fiftb-Iaigest city 
> 1 . 3 fire cole and 

'■^,,-/.--.a^gaS3()0fiae. 

r- ^ ^ illegal 

up a Christmas tree in 
V ■“* - ai ^ besne,” Adofo said 
•■>:.} 5^yiDg a 2-raetre tree. 

is uncalled for.” In 
i Christmas 

\ ■f®Wdden only in 

and hotels. 


OIIU UUUil9. 

V ’nir'!-'' 3 paces like New York, San 
Baltimore, 
DetroiL peo- 
' ^ whatever deco- 

;./-\^.iheyiike. 

people 

in Uprises cs* apart- 


ments in converted 
stone homes don't have the 
same libeny. 

TTiofie residents must either 
put up fire-resismi artificial 
trees or trees with the roots 
w-iapped in burlap to k^ 
them from drying out The law 
has been on the books for 16 
years, intended to pret'eiu aw- 
related fires from sweeping 
through raulrifamily complex- 

^ot that the law is enforci^ 
__ PhUadelphia fire officials 
don't have the staff to do ihaL 
But officials who do 
in the wrong sorts of homK 
ask nssidenis to fix the prob- 

want people to have a 
happy safe holiday, but we 

said execurive fire chief ^rity 

Dolbeny. 


least with the law on the books 
we can raise a few pet^le's 
awareness of fire prevention.'' 

Though no one has ever 
been fined — and no one in 
Philadelphia has died fiom a 
tree-related fire in the last 20 
years — * fire officials say 
there's enough reason to keep 
the ban. 

"Nationally, about 10 deaths 
occur because of Chri.stma.s 
tree fire.s every year," 
Dolberry said "And with it 
being so w'orm this year, trees 
are bound to dry out easily. It's 
like firewood all ready lo go." 

Christmas trees cause one 
home fire out of 1,000 across 
the country every year, 
according to the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety 
Conintissloa 

The Philadelphia law affects 
about 157.000 residences in a 


cit>' of about 670,000 
dwellings with three or more 
apartments, according to U.S. 
(jensus figures. The city code 
was last modified in 1997 to 
aUow cut trees in single and 
twin homes, row bous^ and 
duplexes. It still bans cut trees 
in libraries, dexmitories. nurs- 
ing homes and other public 
buildings. 

The Christmas Tree 
Ab!>odation believes the law is 
unnecessary. 

"We're not trying to pick a 
fight with anyone, but people 
should be able to enjoy their 
real (Christmas trees," said 
Ellis SchmidL chairman of the 
association’s safety committee 
in Rsnnsylvania. "A well- 
maintained tree is not the haz- 
ard a lot of people think it is. 
We don't feel this law is based 
on facL" 


Jordan limes, Saturday; December 12 , 1998 


Le Pen refuses to abandon ship 
as French far-right split widens 


PARIS (AFP) — A split in 
France's far-right National 
Front widened further 
Friday with leader Jean- 
Marie Le Pen ordering dis- 
ciplinary action against 
“mutineer" challengers and 
pledging never to abandon 
ship. 

In a statement broadcast 
live on French television, 
the 70-year-oId leader- 
founder of France's third 
biggest party announced 
his would-be successor 
Bruno Megret was being 
suspended pending disci- 
plinary action, along with 
four other leading party 
rebels. 

“1 will not abandon the 
ship's helm to a handful of 
peiifidious lieutenants and 
quartermasters,'' he said, 
calling on the tens of thou- 
sands of members of the 
anti-immigrant party to 
rally to his side. 

The 49-year-old Megret, 
who represents a different 
generation and style of 
extremist politician, this 
week publicly backed a call 
for a special party confer- 
ence next month that could 
see Le Pen unseated by 
majority vote. 

)^th signatures for a spe- 
cial conference needed 


from 20 per cent of party 
members — whose exact 
number remains a mystery 
— Megret supporters have 
been busily collecting peti- 
tions on what Le Pen said 
were "fake party letter- 
heads". 

'Trust me!", said the 
charismatic Front leader, 
delivering an emotional 
speech that could determine 
his political survival. “The 
conference is a tr^. Do not 
sign. If you have, withdraw 
your signatures ... I have 
proof plot has been 
hatching for some time." 

"I'm not an extreme- 
rightist, I'm extremely 
straight," said Le Pen. 
wielding bis legendary 
polincal repartee. 

He said the five suspend- 
ed Front leaders, including 
the companion of one of his 
three daughters, who has 
also joined the Megret 
camp, would face discipli- 
nary action for “disobedi- 
ence." 

But signalling the rebels' 
determination to fight on. 
meaning the Front stands 
poised to fly s^an, Megret 
minutes later dubbed the 
suspensions “null and 
void”. 

“With these secessionist 


decisions. Jean-Marie Le 
Pen is assuming the respon- 
sibility for a split he will 
have to account for to our 
members." a statement 
from Megret said. 

Meanwhile reports 
flowed in of political bug- 
gery as the fight for power 
blossomed in Front offices 
across France. 

Megret supporters 

claimed computer files and 
petitions had been nabbed 
by a pro-Le Pen security 
squad in southern France 
while the leader's suppon- 
ers said the rebels had 
seized papers and computer 
archives. Funds managed 
by Le Pen have allegedly 
been blocked. 

Le Pen. who has kept a 
tight rein on leadership of 
the party since its founda- 
tion 26 years ago. reiterated 
he opposed holding a party 
conference on the grounds 
it would only play up rival- 
ry, thus jeopardising the 
Front's chances in next 
year's European elections. 

The chauvinistic. Euro- 
sceptic part)' first bounced 
out of oblivion in the 1984 
European poll and Le Pen 
believes his party could 
have boosted its usual 15 
per cent score to well over 


20 per cent in the June 1999 
vote. Less than 51 per cent 
of French voters backed the 
Maastricht Treaty in 1992. 

'This criminal and sub- 
versive operation comes 
just as the majoripr of 
, France prepares to join the 
National Front in its cam- 
paign to change Europe to 
allow the survival of 
France," he said. “France is 
under threat." 

He accused the forces 
behind the mutiny threaten- 
ing his party of being 
"powerful capitalists close 
to the Elysee," the office of 
conservative President 
Jacques Chirac. 

A split in the pariah party 
seen as the nation's shame 
by most democrats would 
cause dramatic change in 
France's political map. 
Commentators this we^ 
gave free vent to hopes the 
Front was finally on the 
road TO imminent demise. 

"Our country is beg inning 
to return to aonnality," said 
the conservative daily Le 
Figaro. “We were one of 
the rare nations to have 
given birth to a big extreme 
rightwing party.” 

“Ji is over, ITje abscess is 
bursling. We have entered 
the post-Le Pen era.” 


Chechen 

general 

prosecutor 

disappears 

MOSCOW (AP) — Only 
days after the killings 6f 
four foreigners, 

Cbechenya's general prose- 
cutor has disappeared and 
-may have been (ddnapped, a 
news report said Friday. 

Mansur Tagirov vanished 
Thursday evening as he 
returned to Chechenya's 
capital city of Grozny from 
a small viUage oeaitiy. 
according to Russian news 
reports. 

Officials at the prosecu- 
tor's office said Tagirov was 
seized by unidentified 
assailants, possibly by an 
anned band seeking the 
release of one of their col- 
leagues fix>m prison. 

Tagirov was investigating 
the (^ths of four foreigners 
whose severed heads were 
found Tuesday lined up by a 
roadside in the breakaway 
Russian republic. 

The riedms — Peicr 
Kennedy, Darren Hicke\ 
and Rudolf PCtschi of 
Britain and Stanley Shaw of 
New Zealand — had been 
abducted Ocl 3 by unidenti- 
fied gunmen in Grozny. 

Meanwhile. Chechen 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Turpal Atgeriyev said 
auttorities had arrested a 
man and claimed he had 
confessed to kidnapping the 
four foreigners. The suspeci 
was identified as Apti 
Abitayev, the ITAR-TASS 
news agency said. 

Chechen security fences 
were stilJ searching Riday 
for additional suspects as 
well as the bodies of the four 
foreigners who were killed. 

Atgeriyev also dismissed 
a videotape that showed one 
of the four victims saying he 
was spying for Britain. 

'There are certain meth- 
ods that might force a per- 
son to confess to any 
crime,” Atgeriyev said. 

The videotape, shown 
Thuraday by (Theebenya's 
vice president, showed 
hostage Peter Kennedy 
claiming that the four men 
had been in Chechenya to 
listen in on phone conversa- 
tions in the breakaway 
republic. 

Chechen officials refused 
to answer any questions 
about the tape, including 
where or when it was filmed 
and how or why the go\'em- 
ment had iL 

Since Chechenya's two 
year independence war with 
Russia u^ch ended in 
1996, the (Caucasus region 
has been awash in violence 
as feuding gangs wage 
bloody turf wars. It has also 
seen a sharp rise in kidnap- 
pings. mostly for ransom. 


Italy in tainted 
Christmas cake scare 


ROME (AFP) — 
Thousands of 

Cliristonas cakes made 
by food giant Nestte 
have been withdrawn 
from shelves in Italian 
suxes after an extrem- 
ist animal rights group 
smd it had laced two 
panettone cakes with 
rat poison, police smd 
Friday. 

The self-styled 

Animal Liberation 

Bont said in messages 
to the ANSA news 
agency in Florence and 
Bologna that the two 
cakes bad been made 
by Nestle subridiaries 
Motta and Alemagna. 

‘TaDetuxu made by 
Nestle have been poi- 
soned with high doses 
of Racumin (rat poi- 
son).” the Fnmt com- 
muniques said. 

'Multinational 
Nestle must stop mass 
poisoning by genetical- 


ly enpneered prod- 
ucts,” it added. 

Italy's top retailer 
(2oop said it bad con- 
side^ it safe to with- 
draw an Motta and 
Alemagna panettone 
cakes from its 1,000 
stores. 

'This is a cautionary 
step pending the out- 
cocne of a judicial 
investigation.” said 

Coop mariceting man- 
ager Mario CifieUo. 

Public prosecurors in 
Bologna and Flmence 
order^ an investiga- 
tion whose results were 
eiq)ected late Friday or 
Saiurday. 

Nestle Italy 

spokesman Massimo 
Rossi lecaDed that bis 
ccxnpany had been tar- 
geted in similar attacks 
in Florence before. 

Lart summer Nestle 
uucks canying ice 
cream had b^n set on 


fire by unidentified 
assailants. 

In the German state 
of Hesse, anaund 
Frankfurt, no nace of 
poison was found lost 
menth after Nestle 
products were reosoved 
ftom shelves in super- 
market following an 
extortion attempt 

Searches were ston- 
ed after a protest gnxq>, 
calling itself 'Robin 
Food of Sherwood 
Forest,” said it bad poi- 
smied fire products 
produced b\* Nestte — 
including After Bghis 
and Kii-Kai brands of 
chocolate — or its sub- 
sidiaries Alete, 
and Thorny, on sale in 
supermark^ of the 
Edeka chain. 

In a letter to AFP's 
Bonn office, the group 
claimed the action was 
to protest Nestlf's use 
of genedcaQy-eogi- 


neeredfood products. 

However Nestte 
spokeswoman Barbara 
Nickerson said the self- 
proclaimed poisoners 
were attenqmng to 
exton money from the 
compat^. 

She said previous 
blackmailos had 
demanded sums of up 

to nine mitlin n marks 

(S5.3 millioa). 

Frankfurt police said 
the same 'Robin Food” 
group had threatened 
Nestle eariia; glaiming 
to have used pesticides 
to poison products to 
Bavaria and Baden- 
Wuerttembeig. No 
trace of poison was 
found 

In Germany. Nesd£ 
offered a one miUioo 
marks ($59(X0(X)) 
reward for infbmteiioD 
leading to the arrest of 
die blackmailers. 


A LEBANESE SUPER STAR 

IS NOW IN AMMAN 





MARASEM 

ISTHENEW,EXCmNG, 
luxurious LEBANESE RESTAURANTT, 
LOCATED ON THE AIRPORT ROAD 
INSIDE MC MAGIC CITY. 

OUR DaJCIOUS LEBANESE FOOD IS 
COOKED BY MASTER CHff ’HUSSAIN” 
FROM lEBANON. SO YOU CAN BE SURE 
OFTHESTARQUALTTY 
EVERY T1M£ 


RESTAURANT 



AIRPORT ROAD - CTFORT .UAJ^J AL HAMAM • MC MAGIC OTY- TH: (DIRECT) 5712738 TtL iMC AWC.K 
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Hope for human rights 

THE SOTH anniversary of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, which set in motion the contempo- 
rary development of human rights law across the 
globe, was celebrated worldwide on December 10 
amid repeated charges that the gap between biunan 
rights liietoric and £e reality of tiie human rights at- 
uatioD is widening not closing. A Belgian member oi 
parliament recendy accused the U.N. of covering up 
the genocide in Rwanda because it did not want to 
face accountability for its inaction to prevent die 
atrocities and bait them. This latest allegation about 
the intemationai organisation's gross n^gence in 
promoting and protecting human rights came on the 
heels of an earlier charge blaming the Ui^. for failing 
to halt the kind of war crimes and crimes against 
humanity that took place in Bosnia, especia&y in 
Srebemica in 1995 and the massacre of tbonsands of 
Bosnian Muslims at die hands of the attackiiig Serbs. 
Srebemica was declared by the U.N. as a safe haven 
to be protected by the U.N. peacekeepii^ forces 
deploy^ in the country. The shoitcomings of the 
international system of human rights protection do 
not end there. With few exceptions, U.N. efforts to 
promote and protect human ri^ts have failed in 
stemming the tide of human rights abuses almost 
everywhere in the world. Does this mean that Ae 
commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the decla- 
ration is a hollow victory for human rights? The 
answer is yes and no. Yes because the extent of human 
rights abuses across the ^obe has not abated. Hnman 
rights violations are stiU occurring in many parts of 
the world despite the articulation and adoption of 
many human rights treaties and declarations. With 
the world plagu^ with plunging economies, human 
rights have b^me a second priority In many coun- 
tries. On the other hand, no one shonld belittle the 
ongoing efforts to expand homan rights protection 
and globalise the administration of jnstice. The arrest 
of former Chilean leader Augusto Pinochet would 
have been unthinkable a few yean ago had it not 
been for a growing culture that was strengthened by 
the continned exposure of human ri^ts abuses 
everywhere. The establishment of the International 
Court of Justice (ICC) this summer in Rome is cer- 
tainly a giant leap into a more determined effort to 
apprehend and prosecute grave human rights viola- 
tors. That a double standard still permeates all the 
intemationai efforts in this vein is taken for granted 
and accepted at face value. But aQ such failings would 
not succeed in reducing the impact of the interna- 
tional efforts to put human rights in tiie agenda of 
nations if not at the top of their agendas. After the 
arrest of Pinochet, no person or official can hence- 
forth feel absolutely free fium accountability for his 
or her crimes. With or without intemationai tri- 
bunals, any state can now detain any person accused 
of committing international crimes once that person 
sets foot on Its soil whether or not the crimes were 
committed on its soil or by one of its nationals. 

One major achievement, particularly in the last two 
decades, is the proliferation of human rights organi- 
sations, like Amnesty International, which enjoy very 
respectable reputations and save no country firora 
their probes. Domestic human rights watefadrgs have 
also become natural phenomena in most Third 
World countries. 

While the situation is far from satisfactory, there is 
hope that the human race is on the road towards 
recognising that the application of all articles of the 
Human Rights Declaration are the only guarantee for 
a better future for the species. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

Ai Ra'i's Fahed Fanek said the U.S. uses economic 
sancrions as a “routine weapon” to implement its for- 
eign policy. During the pa.st three years, the U.S. has 
used this “weapon of mass destruction” 60 times 
against .^5 countries, which together form 42 per cent of 
the earth's population, the writer clairned. Fanek said 
the Iniemutional Economy Institute has estimated U.S. 
export losses resulting from such sanctions at $20 bil- 
lion a year, with 200.000 job opportunities wasted. The 
evidence shows that sanctions fail to achieve their 
alleged objectives because the U.S. has imposed them 
unilaterally, often without the backing of its allies. 
Fanek claimed. Such actions are, moreover, against 
human rights, and they only end up harming children 
not officials, the writer stated. 


Al Dustour*s editorial said the recent meeting of the 
joint Jordanian-Egyptian committee is an effective and 
positive step towards developing and activating the two 
countries' economic relations. The meeting comes at a 
sensitive time when all Arabs are facing many chal- 
lenges. said the writer, and such an event is a step 
towards fmitfui cooperation to establish a free trade 
zone, which will help boost Joint trade exchange. The 
siatemenLs of Egypt's Prime Minister Komal Junzouri 
alTIrmed that the two countries* relations are good and 
their meetings form an important stage to help all Arabs 
meet the challenges facing them at this critical time. 


Points of interest from the GCC sumt^ 


THERE ARE several major 
points to be picked up by the 
Arab World at large from the 
summit conference of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
held in Abu Dhabi last week, 
because they will have a strong 
bearing on the working of the 
Arab League in general. The 
most important among them is 
the pledge made by UAE 
President '’Sheikh Zayed Ben 
Sultan Al Nahyan that he would 
support majority decisions 
rather than consensus in collec- 
tive Arab action. 

That pledge, coming from 
someone as influential and 
strong as Sheikh Zayed. boosts 
the Jordanian argument that the 
will of the majority should be 
the guideline for Arab deci- 
sions. 

An immediate point in ques- 
tion is the effort to convene an 
Arab summit. 

It has been clear for some time 
now that more than two thirds 
of the 22 members of the Arab 
League are in favour of conven- 
ing a summit to discuss some of 
the common challenges facing 
the Arabs. 

However, a handful of Arab 
States, hiding behind the con- 


cept of “coDsensus" that has 
been the prevailing factor in the 
Arab League, have consistentiy 
foiJed all end^vours to have the 
leaders of the Arab World meet 
and discuss common issues 
with a vievL' to producing a unit- 
ed strategy and approach. 

The picture th^ emerges 
today is of a small minority 
holding the majority to ransom 
in the name of consensus. 

Sheikh Zayed's pledge that be 
would remain bound by majotri- 
ty opinion in the Arab Wc»'Id 
should be a strong message not 
only to those who have been in 
favour of such a change of 
course in the Arab league, but 
also to those who have been 
twisting and turning the League 
to suit their national political 
agendas. 

As such, the Arab countries 
anxious to forge a unimd strate- 
gy and well-defined collective 
action should take their cue 
from the Abu Dhabi confierence 
and renew their efforts to con- 
vene an urgent meeting of Arab 
leaders to take a close look at 
the contemporary Arab situation 
with a view to coming up wids 
approaches and solutions. 

Beyond Sheikh Zayed's 


pledge, the GCC surpit pro- 
duced several other important 
developments. One was the star- 
tlingly frank address to the sum- 
mit by Saudi Crowm Prince 
AbduUah Ben Abdul .Aziz that 
the oil-producing Arab coun- 
tries should not remain compla- 
cent in the belief that they are 
still in the years of the oil boom. 

Those days are over, he told 
fellow GCC leaders and urged 
them to wake up to the re^ty 
mat tiiey have to listen their 
belts and adopt a more realistic 
and pragmatic view to develop- 
ments around them and on the 
international scene. 

ihat Prince Abdullah meant 
business was immediately clear, 
if only because his hard-hitting 
speech to a closed session of the 
summit was “leaked” to the 
press and was widely carried in 
the usually conservative press in 
the Gulf countries with the 
implicit endorsement by their 
governments. 

It was as if all the leaders 
gathered for the summit wanted 
ID say the same thing and were 
not only relieved that the Saudi 
crown prince said it. but also 
encouraged to let that message 
reach their people. 


Jordanian 

Perspecive 




Dr. Musa Keilani 

The “awakening” of our 
brothers in the oil-producing 
Gulf states no longer to count 
on a smooth and uniaterrupted 
flow of petio-dollars is not 
exactly new. But an official 
acknowledgement of the situa- 
tion implies that they wiil con- 
sciously be seeking ways and 
m^ans to reduce their depen- 
dence on oil revenues. That 
translates into an intensified 
focus on industrialisation and 
trade, and that is where the 
experiences of countries like 
Jordan could come into play. 

Of course it does not mean 


that we Jo rdaniflii^r ^^^: 
receiving engra^ 
to move to Gulf cgim^ on 
million-doUar packk^ 
return for our ejqienepcp:aiid 
advice. Bnt, innov^e^y 
Jordanians are to at^ to- 
changing circumsiaKes and 
environments, we 
nitely explore possiBiliii^^; 
interaction with the GlAfd^.' 
tries based on the genci^l^eds ' 
of both sides.- j.vi i y wJ-' 

On die whole^ we fih^ v^.; 
refreshing to ste purbrotfaSslpT 
the Gulf ^opth^-.-;a:.-.U^' 
approach to both 
economic afiSajisr-^ 
strength bn the 

countty is strength for the.At^ 
League. Beyond that j^ng' 
tism and realism fin^grdSg-- 
way into the foundation 
political and economic thinWiig' 
in the Gulf states is goodi^^ 
for us in Jordan, since it eiS^ 
HRH Crown Frinds 
words advocating a. ration^-' 
approach to all our breduea.|i( 
the Arab World. It was -t^^' 
Crown Prince himself wfab!e^ 
Her raised the issue of an 
stand for the post-oil oa. < 


Not perfect but well meant Arab unity 


Out of Order 
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Brian Brown 

**You have looked upon chaos and 
are not destroyed!*' 

'‘‘Nah suh, I feels fine.*' 

— Invisible Man 

THE INTERNATIONAL community 
two days ago marked the 50th 
anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, a doc- 
ument that outlines the minimum 
standards which all human beings 
should enjoy. Half a century after it 
was issuexL we are in a position to 
judge to what extent the declaration, 
though not legally or morally binding 
to any state or party, has had’ an effect 
on effect on the overall situation of 
people worldwide. The occasion also 
offers the chance to reassess just bow 
“universal'’ the 30 rights listed in the 
document actually are. and whether 
all people could and should benefit 
from the principles they advocate. 
While the rights situation has pro- 
gressed a great deal worldwide, as 
many have attested to over the past 
few days in numerous fine speeches, 
the fact remains that for the majority 
of people worldwide, the 30 rights 
enshrined in the declaration are worth 
less than the paper upon which they 
are printed. In addition to the most 
obvious abuses of human rights, 
endeavours which cannot be covered 
up, such as war and murder, there is 
widespread application of activities 
that can be hidden, that do not attract 
the scrutiny of the world at large. 


To King Hussein 

Your M^esty, 

I WRITE this letter as a Canadian of Jewish descent liv- 
ing in Che United States. I have been moved to write this 
letter to you having just observed an intei^'iew with 
Queen Noor on the American TV programme “The 
View.” It is not normally my practice to write such a let- 
ter, but I have been inspired to do so by the interview*, 
which caused me to reflect on what type of person you 
must be. As I considered what 1 knew of your life I have 
come to the realisation that you are one of those rare peo- 
ple in this world who exemplify holiness in the highest 
sense of the word. You have made a significant and posi- 
tive difference to the world at large and in the troubled 
region of the Middle East. Your life's work serves as an 
inspiration to all of us who care about peace, under- 
standing and tolerance among the diverse cultures and 
religions of ibis earth. 

1 was pleased to hear that you have overcome your 
recent illness and I wish you a long life of happiness and 
contentment I thank you for inspiring me personally. 


including torture and restrictions on 
freedom of movement association 
and speech. The ideals espoused by 
the declaration clearly have not been 
universally adapted or sqtplied. 

This state of affairs is the focus of the 
debate on the value of the document 
Specifically, the questions centre on 
what exactly rights are. bow do 
human beings acquire them, and who 
should ^ the arbiter of their applica- 
tion and scope. The problem is being 
tackled from a number of different 
angles. Religions, as they are wont to 
do in most matters, have a say on the 
issue of rights. Participants at a recent 
seminar grouping scholars of the 
three monotheistic religions reported- 
ly came up with a number of what I 
would term disturbing connections 
between rij^ts and faith. The crux (no 
pun imeadedl of one aigumeat can be 
summarised as follows; if one 
assumes that raanklad has no soul, or 
that there is no afterlife, rights, in 
essence, become worthless. This 
argument, rather unfortunately, dis- 
misses the entire notion of history, the 
future and the concept of struggling 
for a better life for those who live 
after us. More disturbiagly, the logi- 
cal conclusion from this line of rea- 
soning is that only by embracing reii- 
gioo can one fully enjoy rights. 1 can 
think of no better jus^radoo for any 
future crusade than this. 

Others argue that attempts to apply 
the rights listed in the declaration uni- 
versally amount to one culture impos- 
ing its views on another. This view 
does have some substance: no 
Muslims or Hindus were involved in 
the drawing up of the document And 
how, some ask. can poorer regions be 
expected to be held to the same stan- 
dard as the West? Ibe problem with 
this argument is tl^ it excludes the 
possibility of commonality between 
cultures. No maaer the beliefs, reli- 
gion. or origin of a person, be or she 
has certain basic, fiindamentaJ needs, 
both physical and mental, that cannot 
be ignored. The declaration of rights, 
in my view, was intended as the least 
common denominator between the 


world's diverse cultures to recognise 
and e\*entually ensure chat these 
needs are met These rights were not 
just demanded in the West they have 
been called for and fought for ever>'- 
wbere in the world. I also have a sus- 
picion that when people holding posi- 
tions of authority tegin explaining 
away rights as incompatible with one 
thing or another, their ultimate con- ! 
cem is control, not the welfare of the 
people. 

Finally, as to the question of where 
these rights come frrom — are we 
boro with them, does a certain 
omnipotent being bestow them upon 
us, are they just there I respond: 
history. That's what it’s there for. The 
records of people who have stood up 
and been counted are there for eveiy- 
one to examine. Take-a4ook at what- 
they. and countless others whp poster- ■ 
Ity forgot, asked^fop'ieUgiofts ^e-^e 
dom. the abiHty to convey thoughts to 
others, education, life. Not very dif- 
ferent from the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights. It’s not perfect: 
nothing is. But as the beginning to 
breaking through the walls of reU- 
gion. nationalism, ignorance and 
bate, it is probably the best statement 
of intent so far. 

RECOMMENDED READING: 
Stranger in a Strange Land, by 
Robert Beinlein. Mike is the only 
survivor of mankind^ first, ULfated 
voyage to Mars. But what returns to 
earth is not quite human. Mike is a 
man’child-alien, a complete inno” 
cent who possesses fantastic powers 
introduced into the unknown envi~ 
ronment of his biological homeland. 
What follows is an interesting com- 
mentary on religion and popular 
prejudice. Stranger in a Strange 
Land has some problems, such as 
the fact that there really aren’t 
aliens on Mars and the often-stilted 
dialogue between the sexes, but nev- 
ertheless it is an interesting product 
of the 1960s. 


and disunity 


Charles E. ZelUg 
U.S, 


Road kill 


To the editon 


ACCORDING TO traffic department figures, there were 
around 362,000 vehicles in Jordan in 1^7. For the same 
year there were 39,000 accidents with 576 fatalities. 

Applying Jordan's ratio of deaths to the number of vehi- 
cles, to a country like Britain, which has more than 25 mil- 
lion cars, would result in a fatality rate of around 40,000. 


This of course would be a national disaster for a devel- 
oped country like Britain, taking into consideFation that 
the actual number of deaths caused by traffic accidents in 
Britain is only around 5000 per year. 

Until we acknowledge that we actually have a national 
catastrophe on our hands and give this issue wider e.xpo- i 
sure by educating people constantly and relentlessly, the 
constant loss of lives and the constant drain on our econ- 
omy wUl never be reduced. 

I fee! that the government and the traffic department are 
not doing enou^ to make people aware of this disaster. 
This should be done through consistent add campaigns in 
our national newspapers and T.V., and through the educa- 
tion of young children in schools across the country. 

Marwan Nasser 
Amman 

The magic of Jordan 

To the editor: 

MY DAUGHTER and I recently visited your country see- 
ing mainly the ancient sites. Our visit was a very short one 
of eight days, during which time we visited Jerash, the 
Dead Sea, some Desert Castles, Petra and Aqaba. I would 
like to say how much we appreciated the visit and how 
impressed we were by the friendliness and kindness of the 
Jordanian pet^le. At all times were we met with courtesy 
and belpfiiiness and 1 would like to say, thank you; your 
country has a magical quality. 

Bartiara Rattcliff 
West Martin Wooler 
Northumberland 
NE71 6QL 
England 


Compiled by 
Mohammad Rpn HiKicein 

Jorehnian colunmists commented 
last week on the ongoing prob- 
lems of the peace process, the 
Jonkm-Sudan agriadturol agr^ 
mem, and the Cu^ summit. 

Al Ra*rs Raja Al Issa lashed 
out at all Arab n^imes fex 
thdr sikoce concerning the 
Israeli abuses of the 
occupied Arab 
land, and said 
that different 
.AE^jcgiraes 
have taken 
Wtatage of 
the 

Palestmian 
cause and 
used it to 
launch propagan- 
da campaigns 
against each otfaa Tbe 
writer called on the Arab lead- 
ers n> meet their leqxmsibili- 
ties by rebuilding their tar- 
nished linage in tbe wodd. 
The wnier was commenting 
on tbe recent developments in 
tbe occufoed areas where the 
I^iestinians ate clashing with 
the Israeli soklieis. He- also 
commented on the Israeli vio- 
lations of the yfye River 
acctxd. He Isi^l's ]:ve- 
conditions to iraplenient tbe 
wye aocQcd was rgected Ity 
the United States, the peace 
sporuoc. but the American 
administration is not genuine 
and >\hsfaington will not exert 
effort K> Ibiw Israel to aUde 
by its commitments. The 
F^estinians also rejected the 
conditions bra ihqr are power- 
less to withstand Israeli 
aggression alone, said Al Issa. 

AJ jRa'i^ Mahmoud Rimawi 
commented on the Arab Gulf 
I summit in which many inter- 
natiraial and Arab figures por- 
ticipraed. The summit was 
held in the United Arab 
Emirates, a countty, he sjud, 
which enjoys good relations 
witii most of tbe Arab Gulf 
countries, bra he mled out any 
I^flulity of Arab lecon^a- 
non since Kuwrat aruiounced 
its policy on Iraq. Tbe partici- 
pation of United Nations 
Secietaiy-Genera] Kofi 
Annan was also sure to nega- 
tively affect any anempt for 
lecraiciliation with Iraq and 
niort probably prevented arty 
initiative by Ar^ countries in 
tbe near future to bridge the 
gap among the Arab regimes, 
said the writec The presence 
of Esmai Abdul Majid, the 

Arab League secretary-gener- 
al, could not really change 
aitything. claimed Rimawi. 

AI Dostoar's Jihad Momani 
commented on the recent 
Sudan^ invitation to 
Jordanian farmers to cultivate 
land in SudaiL He said the 
Sudanese invitation does not 
email any risk for Joidanian ' 
mvestors, because the land 
does not have to be bought 
)Vhat ^ investors have to do 
IS cultivate and manage the 
land Ihe way they want with- 
out interference fiom the 
Sudanese government said 


tbe wiiteL He said the labor 


fraces in Jordan and in Sbdai 


are both very cbeqi ^ 
Sudanese isidisw^wat«d 


since it is sipj^died from & 
Nile, one of ^ wodd's giea- 
est rivers. Ihe Miii&hy of 
Agdculture is planmog to 
<ytobltRh a gnmll Jad aian 


oommunity in Sudan~^ 
encouraging Jotdanlaas 'b 
plant wide landsc^ JbLJfae. 
Sudan and subseqireody de 
land wiQ need eogh 
neeis,doctai:^^ 


win need bouse 


ID live nt'aHtif 


which eatab 



liciaaN#- 


JcrdaniaiSr 


ciaimed' Ifr; 


writer: He sad 


such a -fixia' 


would oontaboie' 


VO mhmnise 
ing number of unempltye# 
and would help our 
economy. Jordaoian fi i n^ 
will alro help die i^- 
Sudan. arfHert Mnmflni. ' 

Al Ra’i's Taieq Massat^ 
said die Palestinian state is 
sure to come. An the maocieu- 
vring tty hard-line Isia^ 
Irixne Munster Batyamin 
Netanyahu wiU not suo^ ia 
delaying its inevitable biitfa. 
said the writer, \riio furtber 
clainied that even. . fiBOKf 
Israeli prime nuoistB’ 
Menabem B^jn, whra te 
sionflH the r?flmp Dsvid 
Accords with ^ypt admitted 
that die Palestinians have tbe 

right to a country their own 
writer chaiged. .tlrt 
Netanyahu rannnr cootinae 
tills policy of ptocrastiaatioa 

on tlte jnetext t^ he is in dx 

pow^ of a weak coafition. 
thus unable to mate fuilbs 
coDcessicMis without the 'ed- 
lapse of his govemniBat- 
Netaityahu has to deal ^ 
three historical facts said 
Massarwah; there is s 

Palestmian people who canoK 
be igneved or etiminafied: dt^ 
cannot be exiled to Jtadaa; 

and nor can they be ignored. 

A] Dustonr^ Yasser. Zaata 
chaiged that Netaityabu is 
coQtroUiiig die peace pcoc^ . 
ity being tbe only influential 
d^ioiMna^ ainong tbe 
peace parties. He said ^ 
falesriniiin Naticxial Authdn^ 
iPNA) do not ha'*® 

any say in what is going oa. 

Thty have taken die fist stqg 

and cannot retreat while Issri 

coiucols every so^ ^ 
iZaatxa. The PNA aiBiouooS 
that Israel's new demands io 
the >\ye River deal are ujj 
sonable and has Do M 
off. But at theeiidctf tb&d^* ^ 

is the PNA that vdU reiicai^ 

n^otiaie on Brael’s danan^ 
claimed the writo: 

premier uses a voy aiooe^ 

tactic with die Patesomaos, 
manoeuvring and dnSjWaS- 

ing in order to tighten tats 

on die occupied lands, said 
Zaatra. Israel believes tfaai^ 

power cm earth can force It w 

do anything against iS natit®' 
al inietest, added.die wdtff- ^ 
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Armed and dangerous 

With beatings common, salaries unpaid and mental health checks ineffectual, the guardians of Russia’s nuclear weapons 

are growing hungry, angry, suicidal — and even psychotic. 

By James Meek j u . . ^ 1 

centrated ar three dozen sites across Euro- ■HBTT 

r»Av miA o Russia, south Sibeiia and the Pacific. I i 

® Ye, ev« if they bright, what of the human I 


By James Meek 

; 8Bd ONE DAY in mid-September Sergei 
^ (Luzminyldi came home from the factory to 
’e' (if his flat in St. Petersburg to find a note from 
coin his wife. Rimma. “Our Sasha's had a break- 

;t»etA down,” it read. “He's barricaded himself in 

one of the compartments and they’ve called 
II vtj,. 06 S® i ''® flown to the 

iiCft ' bssC’” 

j Something strange had certainly happened 
10 the Kuzminykhs’ 1 9-year-old son Sashi a 

Z ^ quiet, intelligent boy coming to the end of his 

naBonal service in the Russian navy — 
■ ^ something which led to perhaps the most 
alsnniog episode so far in the saga of the for- 
! oer Soviet anned forces' collapse, one which 
's ^ • raises distuibing questions about the nature 
“ID of the men who watch over the nuclear 
iiiitUa; iostalladons of a pauper state. 

)d On; Sasha Kuzminykh was a to^do specialist 
cih(l on board the nuclear submarine Bars (Snow 
iaisam t-«n«rd), which had just returned from a 
raii • long deq>-ocean patrol. It was moored at a 
wh^ in the garrison settlement of Skalisty, 
at the mouth of the Qord leading from the 
Arctic city of Murmansk to the Barents Sea. 
In the early hours of Friday. September 11, 
^ I Kuzminyi^ emerged from the submarine and 
' ffdked onto the quayside carrying a heavy 

metal chisel. He hurled himself at the sailor 

OB sentry duty, murdered him, and seized Ws 
; fully-loaded Kalashnikov. He shot at a com- 
: mander from another submarine who cama to 
^ investigate, seriously wounding him. 

; Ihat night the B ars, which normally carries 

y | a crew of 70, had a skeleton watch. Qamber- 
iog back inside the vessel, Kuzminykh 
entered the cabin where five of his crew- 
mates lay asleep and shot them dead. He 
1 litr mvciiad another two into the forward toipe- 
Sot do compartment, shot them, and sealed the 
and fe boiled. 

Wh«i negotiators began talking with him 
Iran t over the sub's intercom system, he made no 
inlands. He simply threatened to detonate 
Minism {the vessel’s torpedoes. His mother, his brotfa- 
iinnmt t er Ruslan, psychologists, a succession of 
i JiTdaBadmiials and a local Orthodox priest were 
SiAk jiunshle to persuade him to give himself up. 
donuos i After more than 24 hours, special forces 
:d|K n il^.were preparing to storm the torpedo room 
^vhen they he^ the sound of a single shot 
K£ij fl^bom die far side of the three-inch thick steel 
K'l'in li^'boU^ead. Kuzminykh had taken his own life, 
need Im 5{ The Bars was not carrying its usual com- 
li\f!n.i3pleineiit of nuclear-tipp^ cruise missiles. 
Inch eiB^nt an explosion could have breached the 
oudear nsactor. “For a day and a 
-ebje country was on the br^ of a 
ndetf'-catastropbe” a security service offi- 
cer said. “It would have been a second Cher- 
ijuncd t wbyl.”- 

nier He£ The tragedy sent a fiesb tremor through 
j Nnway. less than 100 miles west of Skalisty. 

{ tiuiie ^ coontiy has gnawing fear of the Russian 
ibf dr c Py's half-secret atotmc arms dumps, 
uiKinpif- ficar weapons and radioactive junkyards 
, ■ die Kola peninsula. 

■)un as Norway is not alone. Specialists speak 
' 0^ m:f°ssoringly of the high level of security and 
IcDDtrol over Russia’s nuclear warheads, con- 


centrated ar three dozen sites across Euro- 
pean Russia, south Siberia and the Pacific. 
Yet even if they are right, what of the human 
factor? As scores of officers cominit suicide, 
mired in poverty and debt because of unpaid 
salaries, with monitoring of the mental health 
of servicemen primitive, and with a culture 
of savage beating, humiliation and degrada- 
tion endemic among half-starved conscripts, 
there are reasons to fear that, while Russia's 
nuclear weapons are not going to blow up of 
their own accord, the men looking after them 
are. 

Sasha Kuzminykh 's room at his parents' 
flat, in Aeroplane Builders' Street, resembles 
the rooms of millions of other Russian 
schoolboys who have grown up and left 
home — a guitar hanging on the wall, a gold 
medal for first prize in a city ice hockey tour- 
nament, a book of poems by Sergei Yesenin. 
There seems little about his early life that 
was remaikable: His father was a lathe-turn- 
er, his mother a cleaner. He attended better 
than average schools and, having been select- 
ed to serve in one of Russia’s most modem 
nuclear submarines, should have had a clean 
educational and medical record. 

Yet something in him snapped. Neither 
possible cause is reassuring. Either he did, in 
fact, have a history of mental illness (in 
which case how did the navy let him near a 
nuciear-anned submarine?) or (he Russian 
admiralty's reassurances that discipline on 
board the Bars was exemplary are wrong — 
and Kuzminykh had been provoked. 

There is evidence to support the second 
theory. Not long before the murders, the 
sailor wrote his parents an odd letter, hinting 
he was having problems with other crew 
members. “The last thing you should do is 
worry about me." he wrote. “Either I’ll 
drown, or I'll manage to stand up for 
myself.” Shortly after killings, his father 
said: ‘T reckon he must have endured some 
terrible humiliation for him to have done 
such a thing.” 

Violent bullying is chronic in the Russian 
armed forces. There is a tradition of “dye- 
dovshchioa,” handed down with fists and 
boors from one group of cmiscripts to anoth- 
er, where the we^est recruits in a new intake 
are set upon by those who have already 
served out half of their two-year served out 












By Edgar Fontaine, Dighton, Massachusetts 
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■ wrote his parents an odd letter, hinting contemptuous of consenpts, 

■as having problems with other crew officers turn a bhnd eye, or join .n 

hem. -The l^t thing you should do is , 

f about me." he wrote. “Either I'll ‘ained that .ts main nuclearfo^s-mtssile- 
a. or ril manage to stand up for "“bjnannes and land-b^d 

if.” Shortly after L killings, his father orRVSN- have 

“I reckon he must have endured some pmblems. The navy and the 
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a thine ” uoderwem additional background and mental 
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■ controls nuclear weapons, selects the most 

41— ^ sociologically fit people. But that doesn't 

hOr 3 OSy SnO S niotlt, mean someone who is ill, or who would 

become ill as a result of stress, couldn't slip 

the country was on the .^broust,:- 

' General Makhmud Gareyev, pre.sident of 

hrink cif nunlG^r .. ,Russia.*§ rmliiajy.^^'aebce academy, said: 
ut II ifv wi a i.iuuiC7cif economic crises have dragged the level 
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CnBrnObyl absolutely illiieraie." 

At the Moscow headquarters of the Sol- 
- , . ^ . . u • V. diets' Mothers Committee, a charily which 

f their two-year terra. With the height- conscripts in trouble, Maria Fedulova 

of consciousness among nunonues, ^ ^^es for help 

iCts can acquire an added dimension. 

lies who have come 
to look on their 
sons' conscription 
as a two-year prison 
sentence. She 
showed the 

Guardian five cases 
from the fast few 
months involving 
soldiers draaafte 
imo the RVSN, sol- 
diers who guard 
iniercontinemal bal- 
listic mis.*>iles. 

The case of .soldier 
V: ‘i leumed from 
my son'.'; letter that, 
after he got out of 
hospital and went 
bock to hi.s unit, they 
beat him again and 
he had to go back to 
hospital. He was 


catastrophe. It would 
have been a second 
Chernobyl’ 

half of their two-year terra. With the height- 
ening of consciousness among minorilies, 
conflicts can acquire an added dimension. 


The Saturday Crossword 



Treated for inflammation of the lungs and 
gastritis. He lost 55 pounds. Now he has a 
swollen liver and low blood pressure. They 
promised to carry' out a further medical 
e.Yamination. They didn't. They discharged 
him and sent him back to his unit.” 

Soldier S: “My son failed to return to his 
unit from leave on Aug. 26. 1998. They had- 
n't conscripted him for three years because 
he suffered from gall-bladder problems, 
chronic gastritis and skin disease. In 1996. 
they conscripted him. When he was his fifth 
year at school three boys raped him. There 
was a trial, one of the rapists was given 10 
years, but they bribed him out of jail. As a 
result of this he was mentally distui1>ed when 
they took him into the armed forces. When 
he was home on leave he was more disturbed 
than ever, he couldn't come to terms with 
himself or control himself. Here's the result. 
He’s drifting between life, death and the jail- 
house. he wants to kill himself. Help us.” 

The Russian defence ministry argues that 
only officers and NCOs have cUrect^cess to 
nuclear weapons. But a conscript like 
Kuzminykh who runs amok with a weapon 
can still conceivably cause damage, by set- 
ting fires or creating explosions which could 
lead to the discharge of toxic nuclear materi- 
als. “Undoubtedly there could be harm done 
if there was an accident involving nuclear 
weapons, even if the weapons themselves 
didn't go off." said Captain Kaurov. “Pluto- 
nium could be spread over a wide area. But 
this wouldn't be a global catastrophe. 
Remember, there are already five nuclear 
submarines on the ocean floor." 

In Stanley Kubrick's blackly comic movie 
Dr. Slraneelove. the director lays out an elab- 
orate scenario for a nuclear disaster A U.S. 
air force general goes mad and launches a B- 
52 bomter strike on the Soviet Union. 
Because of a loophole in the Pentagon's 
plans, the American bombers prove excep- 
tionally difficult to recall. One nukes a Siber- 
ian community, triggering a global nuclear 
holocaust. 

That was fama.sy. albeit well-researched. 
But on July 24- thus year, a former Russian 
general. Alexander Lebed, now governor of 
Krasnoyarsk, announced that he was consid- 
ering taking control of a wing of interconti- 
nental ballistic missiles in bis region whose 
crews had not been paid for five months. The 
wives of cfTicers had already staged a violent 
protest at the unit headquarters. “Hungry 
officers are angry officers." Lebed warned. 

The general, running for the presidency in 
2000. was making u rhetorical point. But the 
anger was all too real. Even if Russia's mili- 


Sasha’s identity card, and (far ieft) a 
Russian nuclear submarine similar 
to the one Sasha served time in (file 
p/iotoj 


tary nuclear installations ore safe from con- 
scripts living off gniel and dogfood and 
occasionally shooting each other, what about 
the psychological state of the officers and 
NCOs themselves? 

“What disturbs us is the state of the offi- 
cers," said Fedulova. of Soldiers' Mothers. 
“TTte phenomenon of mass brutality in the 
ranks shows that they're not in control of 
themselves. About 2()0 officers have killed 
themselves this year.” 

The current defence minister. Igor 
Sergeyev, has staggeringly little money to 
work with. The amount of cash the Russian 
military is currently receiving, to sustain 1.2 
million men. is about £124 million a month 
— considerably less than Denmark, which 
offers N/^0 all of 33.000 troops and has no 
nuclear weapons. “It's a bitter business." 
says Captain Kaurov. 'Take the submarines. 
When they don’t pay you and you go to sea. 
it's not clear how your family will get by 
without you. It's terrible.” 

Russian specialists rubbish the notion that 
hungry, an^, suicidal officers might be able 
to detonate, launch or steal nuclear weapons. 
Rear-Admiral Alexei Ovchinnikov told the 
Guardian: “A single person couldn't do any- 
thing with a ballistic missile on board a sub- 
raarioe. It's placed in a secure container, and 
can't be damaged, let alone launched." 

But as long as the armed forces remain in 
their present state, doubts will remain. The 


‘Hungry officers are 
angry officers, 
Alexander Lebed, 
governor of 
Krasnoyarsk, warned’ 


scenario of crazed conscripts and suicidal 
officers — or simply bored, undertrained ser- 
vicemen — watcUng over indestructible 
weapons of mass destruction sounds any- 
thing but stable. Who is watching the watch- 
ers for signs of (rouble? 

The Bars incident, and pressure from a 
Russian public hostile to the draft, is pushing 
the military to take action. Some 12.000 con- 
scripts in the Moscow military district were 
recently subjected to repeat examinations, 
resulting in more than 100 being sent home, 
including 30 with mental problems. But until 
the Russian military is shrunk to a more man- 
ageable size — one the country can. at least, 
^ord — parents like Sergei Kuzminykh are 
going to be left with their heads in their 
hands. “He was a quiet lad." he said of his 
son. “He never offended anyone. If someone 
offended him, well, he would do something 
about it." 


— The Guardian 
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By Jean-Claude Elias 

WE ALL know about software pira- 
cy, but how many of u.s even suspect 
the existence of the other form of 
computer fraud — rhe forgery of 
microprocessors (CPUs, or Central 
Processing Units)? Distinguishing 
pirated software from the original is 
relatively easy. The difference in the 
packaging and the lack of original 
documentation, certificates, official 
registration and warranty cards are 
enough to tell you if you have bought 
an tlfegal or an original, authorised 
copy. That is when you don't already 
know it! However telling an original 
proce.s.sor chip from a forged one is a 
more complex undertaking. 

About two or three years ago, a 
iiew' type of fraud has appeared 
which consists of “remarking" the 
e.ssen(ial. most expensive component 
in your PC, the Pentium CPU. How 
docs it work? When a batch of chips 
j.<c produced by a microprocessor 
manufaciurer like Iniel, they undergo 
a series of tests that aim to determine 
the performance they can delh’er and 
the speed they can sustain. For exam- 


ple. the units that pass the first test 
are marked 300 MHz (the speed of 
the chip I, while those that pass the 
higher lest are marked 333 MHz. 
Afterwards, when the chip is 
installed inside a PC the engineers 
set the clock rate of the machine to 
match that of the CPU. In other 
word.s, a CPU marked 3(X) MHz must 
work in a PC set at the same speed. 

Though it should never be done, it 
is possible to force a CPU tested for 
300 MHz lo work at 333 MHz, by 
changing the computer's settings. 
But then problems are likely to 
appear: like overheating, sudden, 
unexpected computer halts, and other 
types of failures. Aware of this, forg- 
ers are taking CPUs, erasing — actu- 
ally shaving — their original marks 
with special tools and then remark- 
ing them for a speed higher than the 
one they were successfully tested for. 
The obvious benefit for the forger is 
selling the processors at a higher 
price and making even bigger profits. 

The obvious danger for the buyer, 
in addition to the illegal aspect of the 
whole operation, is a processor and 
consequently a computer that is any- 


thing but reliable. 

This new' type of fraud is taking 
place in several countries in the 
region. At a workshop recently held 
in Amman. Tony Prince, an official 
from Intel, told the participants about 
the extent of the damage that CPU.s 
remarking is doing to the Middle 
East market, to the users and to the 
credibility of Intel. He added that 
detecting the forgery is extremely 
difficult and that the only way to be 
sure you are buying an original Pen- 
tium — i.e. not remarked — is pur- 
chasing it from a reputable source. 
Some computer users have asked for 
a testing programme that w'ouid be 
easy to run and that would tell them 
if the Pentium inside their computer 
is ru nnin g at the speed it is intended 
for, in other words if it is a remarked 
chip or not. Unfortunately such a 
piece of software is not available for 
the lime being. 

Whether software, hardware, car- 
pets or shawarmah. the same old 
principle seems to apply when you 
want quality: buy from someone you 
trust. 
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Jordan, Egypt agree to abolish customs 

Tarawneh invites Egyptian investment in mining industry 


Jordan Times, Saturday, Decemb®^^ 



By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Jordan and 
Egypt signed several 
agreements over ^e 
weekend to bolster politi- 
cal and economic des dur- 
ing a visit of Egyptian 
Prime Minister Kama! 
Ganzouri. 

During a two-day visit 
that ended yesterday. Gan- 
zouri, who heads Egypt's 
economic portfolio, met 
with His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, on Thursday, and 
Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh. 

The premier chaired the 
Egyptian delegation to the 
Joidanian-Egyptian High- 
er Committee meetings 
that reviewed political and 
economic cooperation 
between Amman and 
Cairo. 

On Thursday, Jordan and 


Egypt signed agreements 
to enhance cooperation in 
post and telecommunica- 
tion. power projects, 
transportation. agricul- 
ture, health, education, 
tourism, spo^ media and 
scientitic research. 

Hie two sides also 
agr^ to encourage 
investments in their 
respective stock markets 
as well as the establish- 
ment of a free trade zone. 

During a joint press con- 
ference with Tarawneh, 
Ganzouri said his country 
is prepared to supply the 
Kingdom with Egyptian 
natural gas, adding that 
more talks will be held 
between tbe two countries 
on this subject. 

The project will serve 
not only Jordan and 
Egypt, but also o±er 
states in the region such as 
Syria. Palestinian self-rule 


areas and Iraq. 

Tarawndi on his Cura, 
described the linkage of 
power grids project 
between tbe two countries 
as an *importanf* step to 
enhance cooperation in 
eneigy ventures between 
the two sides. 

The multi-million pro- 
ject is expected to be inau- 
gurated next year 1:^ His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
Egyptian President 

Mohammad Hosni 

Mubarak in the Egyptian 
Red Sea resort of Taba. 

Tarawneh said other pro- 
jects, such as telephone 
linkage and gas transport 
will be examples of 
regional cooperation. 

The premier invited 
Egyptian businesspersons 
to launch investments in 
die Kingdom's mining 
industry, particulariy 
cement and phosphate and 


potash mining projects. 

One of the signed agree- 
ments gradually abolishes 
custom duties and taxes to 
facilitate trade flow 
between the two states. 

The agreement stipu- 
lates a 25 per cent reduc- 
tion in taxes and customs 
as a fist step, which 
becomes effective in Janu- 
ary 1999. Another 15 per 
cent will be shaved off 
over the coming three 
years, and in the following 
three years, an additional 
10 per cent will be 
dropped. 

Tarawneh expressed tbe 
Kingdom's appreciation to 
the Egyptian government 
for its decision to reduce 
the fees levied firom 
Aqaba-bound ships which 
cross Suez Canal. 

Ships carrying wheat to 
the IGngdom will be the 
most to benefit from this 


decision. 

Ganzouri blamed Israel 
for blocking trade 
between the Palestinian 
seif-nile area and Arab 
states, trade which be said 
''could ease the economic 
difficulties of the Pales- 
tinians through the exports 
of their own products to 
friese countries." 

Jordan has repeatedly 
criticised Israel for block- 
ing trade with the Pales- 
tinian self-rule areas and 
urged Tel Aviv to ease its 
restrictions on tbe flow of 
goods from and to Pales- 
tinian territories. 

The two sides called for 
announcing the Middle 
East an area free of 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, and urged the inter- 
national community to 
maintain pressure on 
Israel to sign tire nuclear 
non-proliferation treaty. 




Duma 


..,M '"S 




MOSCOW tAP) ^ With 
inflation at 70 per cent 
and threatening- to gp- 
higher, parliament passed 
a bill Friday that- limits 
the amount of money the 
governiaent:can pEuit to 
pay ofT its massive debts. 

President ’ . Boris 
Yeltsin's government has 
been ^ aadmg'.'jto the 
money supply in recent' 
months to help revive ailr’ 
inff banks pay off 
mSlions of state workers 
whose wages are montiis 
overdue. ^ 

But . increasing the 


money siq)ply also stol^;. ; : - (^smihaik- • ; In anoth^ development 

inflati on. • Bccmomists , government 

• warn tiiat -printing • told^^^/"partialn^ he the economic 
much- money: will 'crisis bad virtually halted 

thft lcihH nf hypftnnfIation^- ':!qin^H'"^1g{lk. n^^ 'majPT State 

that.ipla^ed Russia ' to. • privafe 

several yeah in' the and revenues 

1990s. V . . rr. ^ only a 

Despite its-hnge obliga-j: ■ j 'i ^ si ecbjioa^ ' hiit ' ^ctiqnjof those fprecasL 

tioos,' the ; gov- 


majr pnnt only 251) 
additional riddles-' 


billibb) in die final qaaF=.'( 
ter of this, year, accordinig'. 
to the bill' that won over? 

. whelming' - approval. "& 
parliament's lower. 
hbuse,'fhe State Duma. - f 


Ministra* 


Yevgeny Primakov^- has. 
good relations witii all 
the leading pailiamest^ . 
facticms, and ~ has- said 
that rapid passage is neb- 
essaiy to deal, 
economic cri^., - 
Rusna's- ecqnbm^^ 

per cent this:*ye^/;^T 
has been slninfcb^ / 
tfarougbout this dyade in-^ 
one of- the depFes-;V 
sibns ever-st^e^ 
industrialised-uatitnL- ~ • 


while goyerhm^t^]^^ 
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Indian workers protest 
government economic policies 


MOSCOW (AJ^ r-f Rn^ 
sia’s economic, crisis -has 
brought the - privkisadon 
of major state assets to a 
virtual b^t,' -and revenues 
this year'are'only a fracr 
tioD of those foiecht, the 
government said' Friday. 

The govhhment bad ! 
hoped to earn. 8.T billion 
rubles (about '$4(X) ■ mil- 
lion) by auctioning off 
state property; but it hh' 
earned (^y. 1.4 billion 
rubles '.(^0 millio^. 
through ' October, ' the 
Finance Ministry said. 

The country’s economic . 
downturn has chased away; 
foreign investors, and. the 
goverruuent has decided to 


put off .auctions 

large comp^cs, flie Ros-. .Zadornov . dgn loans that hid 

. neft bll'Company and the I materiali^- - •' 

Svyazinyest-. cbrnmqnki^'vpm^to;'^ have not . The 1999 budget is a 

tionsfirnt-. fnr 


gas monopoly. (3azprpm-r-aedc restaJctarag-:^^ hazy at best. ' y - 

later to month; the Interr '.'VfiMi^iiit;g% . -billion loan. 

flue new agency mpoitwL^^ :: together by 

r ThedeUy.insellmgsta^-':.'d»bd^,eaB^^feii^-ih;.‘",tlie^^ some debts; s eudii^ -me 

assete bas::coaffibut^--”^ (IMF)- . has been - «»iiomyi^.afiWB&lL. •• 

. the gqveriuneht’s' ciuomb debt ' 

cash. . shortages. ; If owes--^ -cafflfot fein^fit^s^;aunpli»;;/-tid^u 1 ^ HftvaUiq- -drawm.up.Jg 

'bniions bf r^W to - t bbsw^qf Plcad^ 

eis, ^rrsionenaiulfoid^' 'Mlkbml '^ Z^lm^T/si^ The IMF has demanded • .Yelt^ who M 
actors. The goyerumdrt Ihuiiday^^^^^ that- Russia draw np a ■ ly becn \ ili: ^ 

is currently .wodang.'out - - ^*We ■;mb''.cqtitttmgV'^t''~^^(^^ mouths. i^'^.bas' i^ 

an austere lmdget for n^- . ' 'fOTiuiom loans, and ibvoiv^ in-tfaebay-tc^^ 

year, when the economy -is l ahd'hivestors'u n^^ specifically ' warned -' nf-gnvi^i Tm^ : . 


NEW DELHI CAP) — 
Hundreds of angry workers 
marched through a New 
Delhi industrial area Friday 
to protest the government’s 
plan to further open up tihe 
Indian economy. 

The workers belonged to 
leftist unions who along 
with leftist political pames 
called a one-day nation- 
wide strike Friday. Though 
the strike speared oitiy 
partially observed early 
Friday in the capital, where 
most go\’emment offices 
were open and traffic lela- 
tively normal, local news 
agencies reported most 
shops, banks, offices and 
the commuter railroad 
were shut down and streets 
empty in the eastern city of 
Calcutta. The state-owned 
airline cancelled service 
for the day in and out of 
Calcutta, ^e state capital 
of West Bengal, which is 
controlled by Communists. 

The Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI), the country's 


central bank, said business 
was normal. 

'There are two unions in 
the RBI, one for the officers 
and another for the clerical 
staff and neither have 
joined the strike." bank 
spokesperson Alpana 
j^awka told Dow Jones 
News Wires from Bombay. ' 
India's financial hub. 

Tbe immediate spark for 
the strike was a bill opening 
up the Indian insurance 
sector expected to be pre- 
sented to parliament for 
debate next week. Both the 
Bharatiya Janara Party that 


Like 
true Love, 
it’s Made 
to Last. 


heads tbe governing coali- 
tion and tbe main o[^x)si' 
tion Congress Party si^rpott 
the bill allowing up to 40 
per cent foreign iovesmieiu 
in Indian insurance co^: 
nies was expected “to pass 
Leftists whose infhie^ 
has waned in India in re^ 
years argue working peepI^ 
will be hurt because- 
eigners will destroy indge=-- 
nous businesses, 
reformers say the'liufiS: 
economy will be streng^- 
ened by new ideas'W 
entrepreneurs. 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by W^ne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Evidence 
restlessness 
S Wagers 
9 Sbons 
14 Atmospheric 


15 Manns color 

16 Image: pref. 

17 Carried a tune 
iSSmalitown - 
19 Spiialpln 


23 Command to 
FidO 

24 Gower's 
marker 

25 Moistens, In a 
way 

28 Superflctal 

33 One Ast^re 

34 Exhort 

35 "Mu^^ 
About Nothing* 

36 Tiae 




If a woman walks by my desk , 
without insulting me, I consider 
that as flirting.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and iMn Ai^rton 
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news from the Ara bic Press 

Lower fuel prices help Royal Jordanian 
reduce expenditures, improve profitability 


3S 


royal JORDANIAN (RJ) achieved 
^)od financial results during the past 
eleven months after benefiting from lower 
paces of fuel and from concentrating on 
inipmving the performance and control of 
tltt avaifable capacity, RJ General Manag- 
er and Executive Pmsident Nader Dahabi 
ifijd a re^onal conference for station 
loanagers in Arab countries and Iran. 

“the results of the current year are bet- 
ter than the previous budget and the prof- 
it is double the amount of the past year," 
be stressed. 

Pahabi expects that the close of losing 
routes to Montreal, Moscow, Toronto and 
Singapore and new code sharing agree- 
[oents.with airlines in those countries will 
lender better financial performance. He 
iodictued that RJ would open a new sta- 
tion at Shannon in Ireland, replacing 
Amsterdam as a stopover on the route to 
Chicago, noting that Shannon is less cost- 
ly and. closer in distance. 

Refi^ring to the privatisation of the air- 
line, the chief said flight operations 
ttiU be separated from other supporting 
departments over the coming twelve 
months. He added that the company has 
completed a restructuring of its financial 
dqiartment at a cost of about $1 million. 

Dahabi told the audience diat in order to 
improve the operational profit, reduce 
costs and mirumise delays, RJ has 
replaced two of its Trisiar fleet with two 
/ditus 310 aircraft from Algerian and 
Kuwut airlines. A tliird aircr^t will be 
delivered at the end of next month while 
(be fourth and rifth planes will delivered 
1^ raid- 1999. 


Noting that the airline's flight services 
have secured the ISO 9002 certificate for 
quality services and that the national car- 
rier was also awarded a prize in Madrid 
for distinguished ser\’ices, Dahabi 
pledged that RJ would continue to 
improve performance. 

He highlighted a report by financial 
consultants who evaluated the RJ as being 
•‘one of the best airline companies despite 
the many challenges it faced." 

Majdi Sabri, RJ's vice president for 
commercial affairs told the audience that 
the position of the airline in the Gulf mar- 
ket is good noting that the commercial 
agreements were concluded with a num- 
ber of firms to improve the commercial 
situation. Sabri re%’ealed that RJ was able 
to save around JD6 million for the second 
year running last year within a plan to cut 
costs. 

Sabri pointed out that RJ was able to 
improve its position in some markets and 
to maintain the same position in some 
others despite competitioD other 

regional airlines' capacity increases of up 
to 25 per cent during 1998. He srad RJ 
would cancel its route to Calcuna, India, 
and concentrate on European states. 

Dahabi expected air traffic to the region 
to rise next year because of millennium 
celebrations. 

"RJ is following up on our stations in 
Europe and North America to prepare and 
absorb the (expected) increase in the 
number of passengers," he said. 


AFM price index rises 

Cement and pharmaceuticals bolster trading 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — The 
Amman Financial Stock 
Market price index rose 
by 0.85 points during 
last week's activities as 
a result of increo.se in the 
trading volume of indus- 
trial shares, a broker .said 
Friday. 

Naim Naqeeb, a broker 
at the AFM. said an 
increase in the shares 
value of the Jordan 
Cement Factories Com- 
pany, the Arab Pharma- 
ceutical Manufacairing 
and other industrial 
firms bolstered the price 
index as well as the 
weekly turnover. 

The AFM’.s weekly 
bulletin showed tliat the 
price inde.x reached 
165.7 points, up from 
164.9 points the previ- 
ous week. 

The bulletin indicated 
that turnover during the 
past week amounted to 
JD9.2 million compared 
to JD5.3 million the 
week before: a 73.6 per 
cent increase, with a 
daily turnover of 1.8 
million. 

The industrial sector 
ranked first with a 
turnover of JD5.9 mil- 
lion, 63.3 per cent, fol- 
lowed by the services 
sector with JD2.2 mil- 
lion. up by 24.3 per cent, 
the banking sector with 


JDl million, 11.2 per 
cent, and the insurance 
.sector with only 0.2 per 
cent. 

The industrial and ser- 
vice sectors reconled 1-9 
points and a 0.93 points 
increase in their prices 
while banking and insur- 
ance sectors' price index 
declined by 0.9 1 and 1 .9 
points, respectively. 

Cement won 37. 7 per 
cent the total 

tumtwer, with 240 fils 
increase on the share 
price. The company's 
total turnover for the 
week amounted to JD3.4 
million, Naqeeb said. 
Cement closed at 

JD2.64. 

‘Trading focused on 
shares with low prices 
and industrial .shares that 
expect to realise good 
results by the end of this 
year," Naqeeb told the 
Jordan 'Hmes. 

"Last week was a 
‘plastic surgery' for the 
shares of ^me portfo- 
lios to adjust their posi- 
rtons." the broker added. 

"1 think that we are on 
the verge of improving 
the share prices ahead of 
the closing of companies 
budget by*^ the end of this 
yean" he said. 

' Arab Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturing ranked 
second with JD4S4,448. 
or 5.3 per cent of the 
turnover, followed by 


Jordan Chemical Indus- 
tries with JD172.I99. 

Trading in the services 
sector focused on Arab 
International Hotels. 
JD675,000, followed by 
the Arab International 
Inve.siment Education 
which won JD635.906. 
or 6-7 per cent. 

Banking sector trading 
concentrated on the Arab 
Bunk. 4.5 per cent of the 
total turnover, foUow’ed 
by Jordan Gulf Bank 
with only 3.4 per cent, 
the broker said. 

Out of the 107 firms 
that changed hands in 
the .stock market. 56 
companies recorded 
increase in their prices. 

25 ftrm^ registered a 
decrease and prices of 

26 companies remained 
unchanged. 

The parallel .share in 
the turnover amounted 
to 8.8 per cent, or 
JDS 10,629, where trad- 
ing focused on the Cen- 
tury Investment Group, 
three per cent, and Nam- 
ico, 1.4 per cent. Out of 
the 30 firm.s that 
changed hands in this 
sector, shares of 22 firms 
recorded increase, four 
registered u decline and 
four remained 

unchanged. 
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ARIES: fMarch 21 to Afdl 19) You've got a grand trine in 
iijjnifca gesigas. and ifs pointing you right at success. Your hick 
9^ ndi' lov^’ is also gi^ right now. especially if you treat the 
t'- aderpersoQ in your life widi respect Sometimes you play 
(TO) iDdis- 1^ to get but that would be a silly tt^g to do right now. 

nA You'd be wasting a fabulous opportunity, 
i.he Isk tAURUS: (Apiil 20 to May 20) Your latent creative talents 
V sutii Wcotning out and you’ve got the extra confidence you need 
■ i: V ^^ tDto those materials and build some±ing stupendous. 
>ti-' sometimes reluctant to ny things unless you already 
w how to do them. Today, ifU be all ri^t It's OK to make 
[j^imstakes. Just don't give up. 

(May 21 to June 21 ) This is a marvellous week- 
/Ipve. Amusement parks or arcades pop to mind, 
have fijn with children as well as y our sweet- 
^you haven't been to such a place recently, it'll defi- 
’'”e worth it If there’s an older relative you could visit 
tihe vicinity, definitely do that. too. 

CTtr (June 22 to July 21) Fuss over your loved ones 
home itself today. You're in a creative mood, and so 
u everybody else. If you’ve ^t kids, set them 

j w^nfiontof paper and colours and stand back. They'll be 
I attSr^'You'll have so many works of art, you'll want to put 
» an exhibit, and that’s not a bad idea either, 
r 1^0: July 22 to August 21) You're a good showman, and 
ptobably a good athlete, but you may not think of yourself as 
*8 intellectuaL Today, your aatuial genius will shine fo^. 
yoa ini^ surprise even yourself with your menial agibty. 
Obviously it's a good dme to catch up on your correqxjn- 
•feDce. If ycHi have letters you’ve been meaning to send, by all 
■Deans do so. . 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) There's plenty of 
Dwq 3 out.tbere. In fact, people are practically forcing it on 
Dch oiher this rime of year. If you’ve got anything to selL get 
I® the market People might buy your old trinkets to give to 
^ odier as gilts, and your old tnnkets are probably pretty 
l^knis. You could get quite a lot for them. 

*JBRA; (September 23 to October 23 ) You could have a fi*- 
DJous patty at your house. Most of your friends would like 
^ The only reason they haven't asked if they could come 

I D'Wisbecauseiheyrespectyou so much. Well, someof them 

I .‘■Vxj't respect you all thm much, and they'll drop in unexp^- 
^ *4 unaimouDced and uninvited Have the chips and dips 

\ iSCORPIO: (October 24 to November 21 ) You might vvani 
[to mvite family over to your house, and this weekend is a 
i&wd time for that If you stay home, at least you ve got ^ 
ywirown stuff around you. And if they come over, they mig 
bring a few things with them, like dinner, for examp e. 
HU the idea out riiere. Stranger things have hj^penM. 
ci^ S^GrriAiaUS: (November 22 to December -1) LooU 
HIq adventure and teamwork and fun and gam« are ^ 
in together todav. You're up for a challenge, but 
!^k)0 serious about it Just do something you 
I W erough to do before. Push yourself over ^at 
^ into excitement, not to prove you’re better than anybody, 

(December 23 to January 19) ^ 

^ is Hying to tell you what to do, but you re the one w no s 
^the^le thing figured oul Be gentle. This 
^ something that would be valuable to .. ^ 

to part with it, at a price you can affofri All mat - 

^51*^ is to make Ibe conn^ion. -..mrai 

Quartos: (Jammy 20 to Febniao' 7^ TiSLh 
% is the wotid for you to do right now is » ^ 

and fly. You have a tendency to spend “ 

J^isme.of your most heart-wartmng 
J, Ve cai^i ftj stay pf debt and this req inoth- 

^VfyoQ pay less for one thing, you can pay m 

^ Stone of December: 'lUrquoise — Tircoa 


Crude plunges to new 1 2-year lows 


CHICAGO (AP> — Crude 
oil futures plunged Thurs- 
day CO new 12-year lows, 
falling below S 11 a barrel, 
on the New York Mercan- 
tile Exchange amid coo- 
cenr.above^noraid temper-- 1 - 
atures in major U.S. heat-^ 
lag regidns foat are reduce 
ing demand will worsen a 
global supply glut. 

On other markets, palla- 
dium futures conUnued 
their sharp rise, while cof- 
fee futures also grined. 

Energy prices have been 
battered in recent weeks 
amid indications world oil 
producers are unprepared 
to make further cuts in 
daily output to reduce a 
persistent oil glut 

The glut has meant lower 
gas prices and heating bills 
for consumers, and lower 
jet fuel costs for airlines, 
but problems for produc- 
ers. 

Members of the Organi- 
sation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) and other oil pro- 
ducers _ many of whom 
need oil revenues to 
finance their government 
programmes — have suf- 
fered a disastrous year in 
which prices have fallen 40 
per cent over year-ago lev- 


els. 

The situation is so des- 
perate that Libyan leader 
Muammar (^adfaafi has 
called on OPEC countries 
to completely halt produc- 
tion during the winter sea- 
son .to. boost record;low 
pnees! ■ E^pt's Middle 
East News Agency 
(MENA) reported Thurs- 
day. 

OPEC around this time 
last year increased output, 
just as the effects of the 
global economic crisis 
sharply reduced demand 
for crude to .Asia and amid 
a mild winter in the we.st- 
em hemisphere that cut the 
need for heating ftieis. The 
group has since slashed 
daily output by a total of 
2.6 million barrels a day. 
but that has largely been 
negated by increased out- 
put from Iraq and quoui 
busting. 

The weather in the Unit- 
ed States al.so ha.s so fur 
refused to cooperate. In ihc 
Northeast and MidweM. 
consumers have enjoyed u 
November and earl> 
December in which tem- 
peratures are well above 
normal. That has reduced 
demand for hearing oil and 
natural gas. 


Crude oil for January 
delivery fell 44 cents to 
$10.72 a barrel; January 
heating oil fell .82 cent to 
31.35 cents a gallon; Janu- 
ary unleaded gasoline fell 
.49 cent to 34 cents a gal- 
lon; January natural gas 
fell .7 cerit to $1.84 for 
each 1,000 cubic feet. 

Palladium futures 
bounced again on the New 
York Mercantile Exchange 
as anxious consumers of 
the meof continued to 


snap up available supplies 
amid fears Russian exports 
soon will slow' to a trickle. 

Russia produces nearly 
75 per cent of the world's 
palladium, most of it from 
its giant Norilsk Nickel 
mine. 

The Russian news 
agency. Interfax, reported 
earlier this week the gov- 
ernment did not plan on 
Issuing new export quotas 
until at lea.st Janiuirv'. 
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imo'l YOUR TIME CHOOSING ROM OUR 

New Fabulous (Semnan Collection Of 

CKRISTHIAS Decefto^, 

CowlCed, Sfwla M 6i(b 

A Ue Also Hove A Big Variety 
^ Of CbristfflQs frees (S-14 ft) 

Suitable For 
Hoteb AftV Moohors 


10 • 50% 

Sole On 
Gifts 
find Toys 

Cave Des Cadeau?: Swc'tfiah Tcl. 5829684 Ali Nasouh Str. 
Basma Est. VVadi Sagra Str. Tel. 4646080 Al - Hanayneh 8u. 





fieatmy 

vGood command of written and spoken English 
c Computer skills is a must. ( MS Office - MS Word 
Excel and Power Point). 

i Good organizational and communication skills. 

4 Minimurn of 2-3 years experience in the secretarial field 
» L>niversity or College graduates are preferred. 

Salaries are competitive and will be based 
on qualifications. 

Interested applicants should send their C.V. to the atteotioo of: 
Ref.# ; PDO 101 
P.O. Box 941494 
Amman, 11194 Jordan 


^Jordan Marketplace Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace^ 


DAJANI JEWELLERS A Stress - free Christmas 


At Amra Hotel 
Shops - Amman 



Many vflias and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 

Abdoun Reai Estate 
5920605/5920609/ OTMW)? 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


StudiqHaic 

Pmies^onalqudi^ki 
llHrurseryk^: 
Develop your.coioor film 
at our shi^ and get: . 

* JUMBO pftofo Size 
30%Iai^r. 

* Free enkayement 

20x30em. - 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Giindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
SwelfiehTel:8228d1 
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Quality Servicad SuKes 

★One & Two BedrooiTts 
Equipped iqtchenettas * Daily & 
Lo ng Stay *ReasorBWe Hates 

5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 567455 1 

e-Tiail : ayilali? so.c<ffejP 



Thera's Qbsolulalv no 
Price Bfie our prieo. 





SRNRBEL 


C all I s Now 
5510427,8,9 


Real Estaie 

SWEI FIYEH 

A. Halarat Complex 
Tel. 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079^37588 


The Arts Center 



rfccftediOrd. Studio. 

Register Now 
Tel. 5529610 


THIS 


TO 

SEC?^ 

5684311-5^9^ EXT. 42 


•CALL 


[ ^mra^rum 

At 6th Circle^ 
Tel.: 5510001 

1 Hotel 




Fax: 5693337 


Recreation Center 

Be Good ..„. LQbk Good 
our team will look after your looks. 
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Asian Games 

Abu Khadijeh hopes 
to win 1st gold medal 

OCA reprimands Jordan Olympic Committee 


By Aleeo Bannayan 
in Amman and Jordan sports 
media reporters 
in Bangkok 

JORDANIAN athletes failed to clinch 
medals Friday but the delegation at the 
13th Asian Games, currently under 
way in Bangkok, is anxiously awaiting 
the start of Saturday's heavyweight 
bo.'ting bouts when Jordan has a shot at 
its first Asian gold. 

With bo.xer Basel Hindawi, bronze 
medallist at the Pan-Arab Games, out 
of medal contention, one of Jordan's 
other medal hopefuls, boxer Ayman 
Nadi, a Pan-Arab Games gold medal- 
list, lost on points to a Thai oppponent 
Friday leaving only teammate 
Mohammed Abu Khadijeh with a 
chance at another medal for Jordan. 

Abu Khadijeh. has won three gold 
medals within a year — at the 8tb Pan- 
Arab Games, the West Asian Games in 
Tehran and the 18tb Arab Boxing 
Championships in Tunisia. 

Jordan's boxers are competing 
alongside 180 athletes from 31 nations 
in the event where the Kingdom hopes 
to win more medals to add to four 
already won so far — all in taekwondo. 

Ibr ahim Aqel won silver Thursday 
adding it to two other silver medals by 
Ala' Kutkuu and Hussein Tahleh. 
Mohammad Faraijeh won bronze. 

The athletics competition gets under 
way Sunday with Fakhreddin Fuad — 
a high Jump gold medallist at the Pan- 
Arab Games — hoping be among 
medal winners. 

The team had a training camp in 
Qatar where Fuad achieved 215 cen- 
timetres. and just came short of his 
record of 222. 

Teammate Mohammad Abdul Baqi 
set a new Jordanian record in the triple 
jump with 15.53 — 18 centimetres 
more than his previous mark. 

The karate team which includes Pan- 
Arab Games karate bronze raedUdlist 
Butheina MahsirL arrived in Bangkok 
Saturday as over half of Jordan's 56- 
member delegation prepared to netnin 
home Sunday. 

The Kingdom took part alongside 40 
other countries (only Saudi Ai^ia and 


Afghanistan missed the event) in the 
last sporting event of the century with 
19 officials and 37 athletes. 

Jordan took part in 1 1 sports: athlet- 
ics. boxing, bowling, gymnastics, 
judo, karate, shooting, squash, swim- 
ming, weightlifting and taekwondo. 

Although the Jordan Olympic 
Committee (JOC) carefully screened 
each particapting federation's athletes 
and prepartions to enlist the best ath- 
letes in each sport, apart from taek- 
wondo so far, the rest of the sports pro- 
duced disappointing results. 

In squash, the countzy's top player 
Mohammad Saeed lost 3-0 in the quar- 
terfinals to one of Pakistan's top play- 
ers — Zarak Khan. Jordan's Majd 
Njada ^so lost 3-0 to players ftom 
Hong Kong. 

In taekwondo, Nancy Hindi. Zaha 
Talfaouoi, Luma Abu Judum, Aii 
Asmar. Alisar Matar, Mohammad 
Abul Ruz and Ahlam Bino lost their 
bouts. The rest of their teammates 
secured Jordan's four medals so far. 

In jndo. Mousa Khalaf, a silver 
medallist at the Pan Arab Games, was 
e limin ated, alongside Rami Dasouqi 
andTawfiq Suleiman. 

In gymnastics, Jordan's Ahmad 
Abdo and Shad! Khouri obtained 45th 
and 47th places respectively. 

In swimming, Pan-Arab Games 
bronze medallist Hana Majaj came in 
I8th with a time 1:13.16 in the 100- 
metre butterfty. She will take part in 
the 200-metre today. 

In shooting, Aysar Hiyari failed to 
qualify while the rest of his teammates 
continue competition today. 

Jordan is yet to win gold at the Asian 
Games. In the past two participation's 
in the Seoul '86 and Hiroshima '94. 
Jordan's sole medals were achieved 
through taekwondo with three silver 
and five bronze medals. 

Jordan is not taking part in team 
sports — notably soccer, handball and 


sports being part of plans of the 
Ministry of Culture and Youth to pre- 
pare teams for the upcoming Pan-Ar^ 
Games in Amman next summer and 
the 2000 Sydney Olympics.” 

OCA reprimands JOC 

Meanwhile, the Olympic Council of 
Asia (OCA) reprimanded the Jordan 
Olympic Committee after the coun- 
try's top weight lifter. Ayed 
]>^awaideh. tested positive for banned 
substances. 

Khawoldeh became the first athlete 
to test positive at the Bangkok Games 
Wednesday and failed a second test 
Thursday. 

He immediately disqualified and 
expelled from the Games village by 
the OCA which held an emergency 
meeting and handed the matter to the 
sport's governing body to impose 
iacemadonal suspension which will 
bar him from the Pan-Arab Games. 

OCA chief Sheikh Ahm ad A1 Fahd 
expressed dismay at the positive test 
especially since it iovolv^ an "Arab 
country.” 

“I'm really surprised since the 
wieghtUfter did not actually have a 
chance at an advanced position.” he 
told AFP. 

Khawaldeh, 25, who finished sev- 
enth among fifteen participants in the 
56-kilogramme class, was found to 
have taken the diuretic Triamderene. 

He wa.s caught in a random test after 
setting a new Arab record and had 
expressed hope to win gold at the Pan- 
Arab Games. 

Khawaldeh said his Chinese coach 
has iastructed him to take the medi- 
cine during the West Asian Games in 
Tehran and during another champi- 
onship in Algeria last year, and did not 
know that it contained a banned sub- 
stance. 

Jordanian delegation officials 


Tired Zhang 
hands 

Iranian gold 
medal 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
WcH-ld champion Zhang 
Yong put in a surprise 
under-par display to hand 
Shahin Nassinniaof Iran the 
men's 851^ gold medal in 
the Asian Games weightlift- 
ing here on Friday. 

The tired Zhang went out 
of the medal hunt in the first 
30 minuiBS when he missed 
his opening three tries at a 
moderate 150kg in the 
snatch. 

Zhang, whose world 
teccH*d in the clean and jerk 
stands at 218kg. managed 
only 200kg after three des- 
perate tries to finish last in 
the 12-iz^ competition. 

As Zhang hurl^ to defeat. 
Iranian Shahin put in his 
best performance of 170kg 
in die soaich and 210kg in 
the clean and jerk to emerge 
champion with an overall 
tally of 380kg. 

China took the sUver 
chrous^ Zhang 's understudy 
Yuan .Aijun. who finishwd 
witfi 370kg. The bronze 
went to Bahtiyar Numllaev 
of U^kistaD with a total of 
347 Jkg. 

Qiinese officials pinned 
the blame for Zhang's lack- 
lustre performance to 
ftuigue. 

"He was tired after the 
world championships last 
month.” one officii said. 
"But he will come back in 
the next competition. 

Biday's defeat was only 
the second by the Chinese 
lifters at the Games in 10 
events. The first came on 
Wednesday when South 
Korea's Kim Hak-Bong 


BJKl« ]' 


basketball due to reason penaiiung to ordered his return home Wcdnesdajn im ' 


their re^ective federations. 

The JOC has underlined the impor- 
tance of taking part in the Asian 
Games saying it was "an invaluable 
chance to assess our teams and pin- 
point OUT location on the msq) of Asian 


He is expected to serve a two-year sos^ 
pension, and will therefore miss the 
Khawaldeh was the first Jordanian to 
win three bronze medais in one event 
at the 8th Pan-Arab Games in Beirut 
last summer. 


,„I^ipe,of ibe..?leven,wQrid 
record set in the competi- 
tion have been by the 
Chinese, but all by their 
powerful women lifters. 


China’s swimming world champs come through 


BANGKOK lAFP) — Wu 
Yanyan and Chen Yan final- 
ly fulfilled expectations but 
unheralded teammate Chen 
Hua continued to surpass 
them as China grabbed 
three swimming gold 
medals Friday at the Asian 
Games. 

World record-holders Wu 
and Chen Yan repeated their 


one-two world champi- 
onships finish in the 
women's 200m medley. 
And even though Wu's win- 
ning time of 2:15.12 was 
well outside her world 
recotd of 2:13.16, the gold 
medal she earned served 
China's purposes all the 
same. 

Chen Yan. the 400m med- 


ley world record holder and 
world champion who was 
relegated to third in her sig- 
nature event on Monday, 
returned after skipping two 
races with a stomach illness 
to further assist her coun- 
try's fierce battle with Japan 
for swimming supremacy. 

But it was relatively inex- 
prienced Chen Hua who 


captured her third gold 
medal of the games, adding 
the 800m freestyle to her 
400m free and 4 x 200m 
free relay titles. 

Chen Hua and Japan's 
Sachiko Yamada were neck 
and neck for most of the 
race, but the Chine.se began 
to edge ahead with 200 
nlOt^e^ to so and went nn to 


Iran 4th Exhibition 

(Amman) 

location: 

Jordan Sports federation for the Handicapped 
(Behind Sports City Complex) 


m 


Bi 


win in 8:38.00. with 

Yamada second in 8:39.21 
aiul Eri Yamanoi of Japan 
third in 8:56;90. 

"I was behind the 

Japanese, but I was confi- 
dent of overtaking her.” said 
Chen Hua. who struggled 
with a cold that gave her a 
fever before the 400m free 
on Wednesday. 
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South Korean football fans display a giant flag and national team umfonns ot^ 
Pcj omangaifl stadium in Bangkok daring South Korea's game a gain st Kinraitio^ 
second round of the soccer competition at the 13th Asian Games. Sooth Kiwea 
0 lAFP photo) 




MEDAL TABLE 


Country C 

China 6 

Japan 2 

StHith Korea 2 

Kazakhstan 1 

Thailand 7 

Chinese Taipei 7 
North Korea 4 

Iran 3 

Mongolia 2 

Uzbekistan 1 

Malaysia 2 

\fiemam 1 

Kuwait I 

Indonesia 1 

Pakistan 1 

Turkmenistan 1 

Jordan 0 

Myanmar 0 

Kyrgyzstan 0 

Philippines 0 

Nep^ 0 

Hong Kong 0 


G 

S 

B 

Total 

61 

44 
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23 
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Ibrahim Aqil of Jordan (L) kicks Kim Je-Gyoung of 
South Korea (R) during their men's heavywei gh t final 
match of taekwondo. Aqil was defeated by Kim to 
clinch the silver medal (AFP photo) 




The Hashemite Association for 
International Economic Cooperation 


The Embassy of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran 


12 - 18 / 12/1998 

from 11:00am - 10:00pm 
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.lapanese swimmer Takashi Yamamoto celebrates after 
winning in a new Asian Games record time the men’s 
200m butterfly at the 13tb Asian Games in Ban^ok. 
Vamamoto clocked 1:56.75 to set the new record anH 
pocketed the gold medal (AFP photo) 
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Richard Gere .. in 

RED CORNER 


Shows: 12:30.3:30,6:15. 
8:30, 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA 


Jeff Bridges .. in 

WHITE SQUAI^ 


Shows: 12:30.3:30.6:15. 
8:30. 10.30 


PIAZA 

Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

Sl^EEDI AT THE 
AHEEUCAH 
mrVERSIT? 


Shows: 12:30,3:30. 6:30. 
8:30. 10:30 


M\ MI.V. 

CONCORDE 


Patrick Swayzie .. in 
the action-packed JUm 

BLACK DOG 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15. 830.10:30 
CONCORDE -2- ' 

FRENCH KISS 

Shows: 3:30,530 ; 


t IMMA 


TEL:$934793 


GALLERIA 1 


ABDOUN 

www.cns.comja/(jalleria 
Antonio Banderas .. in 


THE MASK 
OF ZORRO 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


CINEMA TEL $934793 

GALLERIA 2 

ABDOUN 

ww\v.cns,com.jo/Galleria 

Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 3:30. 6:30. S:30, 10:30 


S. Koreav 
outshine 
Japaneser 
youngsters 


...... 

venues deci 
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BANGKOK (AFPir;^ sai-: ^ Tr 

South Korea manig^jQ ^ Al:: ' ' ■ - ’ 
put one over on ftllov 
World Cup 2002 .hosts ^ ' ... 

Japan by qu^ifying for tte y^tOOnilSI japai 

quarter-finals of tte ^ 

Games while teeir 

arch rivals were left to ^ . i, j-do 

book their tickets baduo ‘ JJ' -r.ircr 

Tokyo. . . _ . r.-,.C’l-v 7 v 

The Japanese ^ ’ 

unable to overcome the ^ 

United Arab Emirades. las- 

ing 1-0 when a victory was . 

required to take Philippe 

Troussier's side through to. . 

the knock-out phase <rf.lhe — 

competition. . 

In contrast the Koieais ^ 
completed the group mtb i UO iTi p TO fTl i ^ 

100 per cent record, defta- 
ing a visibly tiring Kuwaiti |[)0,000 PriZ0 
side thanicR to Cboi YoDg- ^ 

soo's seventh goal of ik 
toumamenL . Gam 

Both Japan and Soutk . ... , , ..-.yi, 

Korea sent experiment “ JU 

sides 10 the Games with iinlcte 

both having an-eye>owtbt aan'r^c. 

' Olympic C^mes -in vrt'nc 

And, more. imporl3iaIy,;lji. v:,,,-. 
next World Chip finals, ■ ■ --e--'- 

Jean’s side was maiiip at ft 

entirely of players ftoBlte merri-r: -4 

natioD’s under 19 si^^ » r 

represented the couoiiyl 
the Asian ' 

Championship ”.”0( 

(Thiangmai and 

firom tiie side that reaw hiiK 

to quarter-finals offle 

World Youm .... ...nu. 

Championship in ‘ -■ ‘ r’ptc- a 

last year. 1 rrl?:.;.;-.: p.. 

But they suffered ftoih t • tes Cyn-iri.rw b \Gr>C ■ 
lack of experience as-a w-tp, " 

result while the Kweans 'ilbli 

profited fiom mixiiig the . 
cream of the county’s nn- -^unc 
versity teams with fiv •“‘"uthe nuiv.r-*; ui- 
senior players almost an n ,i,- . .. 

whom have World jj| • 
experience. offer 

Leading by example was.. ji ihc :jn 
CHioi. who struck ftomtbe =^r,r,rc L. . . 

edge of the Kuwait peoal^ *i(la|.hij[ [, , 
area today m maintais ■ j,„u. isnd a t: 

Korea's charge towards ite ;.r y.-ars aa* 

goldraedal. ■ - 

Korea have won die goW 1=^2 Sw.ihh i ._ q ,, V ' 
medal in the Asian 

more times than any otba wji- ' ^ bj'ru :S 2 


Compromis 
100.000 prize 


ffiC'K tsam 

.I-:: r ’l' :.'rmula 
AOpnzs atitlcte 
3as' n::c. 

r.,,!'.* tor t'r.c 
‘Siiiar:- j:. -inneJ at ft 

zdmerrs'r: 7.4 gij-s.j it 

k} fti'iulu ‘ir.'. 1 r 

abiir.lr:- i: 

’-fekCii-e-' 

rri,*.'. :hu jsso: 
T:.;.- ■ :-.ea:hic 
■siilik ' I (:■. fTipi” 

’acmenr rdt,-.;.:-.: rv';. the 
tiAGC>C‘ 
ihc athl. 

ass- 

.(L-ni 

' 

”'S'"'nirr,;ni. h.-,- .iff.. 

'iTsn, .' ■■’irs aa* 

;,S^'en-le 


nation and Hub is bcqnng . 
that 1998 can be anotb^ 
golden year. 

Korea’s best saw th^in 
top group two with oio^ 
points out of nine and-best 
Japan, Kuwait and tbe 
UAE, three of die top sides 
in Asia at the moment. But 
whether it is enough m 
them all the way to die 
final remains to be seen. . 

Also looking a pl^ 
in the final are defeu^S 
champions -Uzb^s^B 
who win be join^^-tW? 
quarter-finals ftom groiy> 
one by fellow, fbnnff • 
Soviet side Torianenistan. 

The pair drew 1-1 tod^ 
to ensure they finish^ 
ahead of North Korea and. 
India. The North. Korcant,-^ 
finished third in the gtoup_- 
after beating India 24). ■ 

gjgiMwii .YozMS Aea£^«^ 


•^'•1 'he r'lrvr 


lot 

J\l ■'’•'•imci ■ , 

‘ Ujmes 




’«ng frs- • 


Watch out fpT: 
the new plsy 


To 
•h. 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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W£AL SPORTS SCENE 



tKmg congratulates Princess Alia 

J DHABI — His Majescy King Hussein has con- 
^lilated HRH Princess Alia, president of the 
jor^B^uestiian Federation, for the nadonal team's 
fifth place finish at the 'World Endurance Race. In 
; bis telephone call, the King expressed greetings and 
appreciation for the team's efforts among 39 coun< 
tnes taking part Meanwhile, in the individual three- 
day event, tte athletes achieved halfway position of 
45-50 among 175 participants. 

Games venues decided 

AMMAN — The 9th Pan-Arab Games Executive 
Committee has decided to go ahead with holding the : 
event’s gymnastics and badminton championship at 
the SpCMts Palace in Amman. The committee accred- 
ited stadiums of the Rc^al Automobile Club and 
Young Women's Christian Association to bold tennis - 
toioiog during the games, which will be held in 
Amman Aug. 15-31, 1999. The sailing competition 
was lejected. 

-Judo to enlist Japanese coach 


AMMAN — The Jordan Judo Federation is coniinu- ^ 
iog efforts to hire a trainer to supervise national 
teams. Federation spokesperson Hassan Ustah said ^ 
contacts are under way with Japan and Bulgaria to ' 
find a qualified coach to do the job. 

Compiled by Ahmad Khatib 


Compromise over 
$100,000 prize for athletes 

ANQKOK (AFP) — Asian Games organisers have come 
a compromise formula so they can award a 
lOCiOOO prize for the best athlete without in&laging ‘sha- 
ateBiisoi'jnjles. _ . 

Tlieaward is- being made-forthe first timeas the Olympic 
fnbi^of'Asia seeks to heighten the profile of the Asiad. 
|fii|tsuch awards are banned at the Olympics and foe size 
Apiseid member nations and sports federations. Many 
w would strictly follow rules on professionalism 
WDN iM athletes accept it. 

j pund 70 per cent of the 6,700 athletes from 36 sports 
, ft Bangkok Games are amateur, 
tader foe compromise, foe award given by foe Samsung 
nqnDy will be made to foe athlete, but foe money will go 
the athlete’s national Olympic committee. 

A statement released by foe Bangkok Asian Games 
Egariting Committee (BAGOC) said the money should 
' “transferred towards foe athlete’s training and other 
teases.'' 

But a Samsung spokesman admitted that once foe money 
B p^ d to foe national Olympic committee it was up to 
no what drey did with it. 

Sfiveral governments have offered huge cash awards for 
gold medal at foe Asian Games. 

rhe Smoftp ftiv* government has promised $150,000 for a 
id but has yet to find a taker. It only got one gold 
Kbl in-Hiroshima four years ago. 

^ny Taiwanese title winner stands to get at least $85,000, 
og Kong $64,000 and even recession-stricken Thailand 
promised one million baht ($28,000). 
lAGOC secretarv general Major General Charouck 
^Dhcbakaran smd the first Games award would be an 
^nratioD to athletes. 

This award is a major boost to amateur spoil in Asia and 
® provide even more motivation for athletes to do their 
^-'best at foe Games,” he said. 

^ Most Valued Performance award will be voted by a 
®®rittee of journalists anri BAGOC and OCA officials. It 
® be presented by the OCA president Sheikh Ahmad al- 
d-Sabah at foe Gaines closing ceremony on 
f<»niber20. 


I SAAB 900S- 1996 

MILEAGE: 47.000 KM 

COLOR: BLUE METALIC 
leather interior - FULi- OPTION 
TEL: S6209Z3 


Regional Office of an 
in the Electrical 

is seeking for immediate employo^ 


■11 manager / financial assistant 


! for this position should have 
ing qualilications: 
command of English. 

5 Networks & Daia-Communication ) 

_ m 1 1^-, 


; Knowicoge.. 

ative and positive of vwricing. 

rated and dynamic mode of worKing 

rs old. 

lidates should send 
. and a recent photo loth® following 

by December i4fo, 1998 . 

: Subregional Controller 
26 098 Amman 1 1 J 1 
Fax No. 562 13CT 


Ginola wants to stay 
with Tottenham 


LONDON (AFP) — French star David Ginola on Friday 
confirmed that he wishes to remain with English 
Premiership side Tottenham for foe rest of his career. 

Winger Ginola was widely expected to the first big-name 
casualty at White Hart Lane under new manager George 
Graham, but he has flourished in recent weeks, producing 
a string of top-class performances. 

Ginola said: *T want to feel at home here — to stay and 
help Tottenham to the top of the League. Since George 
Graham arrived, we’re playing better with every game. 

'T want to see my long-term future with this club but one 
day I realise they might say I’m not in their plans. At foe 
moment, thou^ Spurs is a big love for me. 

"Tliis is a big club and we have to be at foe top of the 
Premiership. 'V^n you play for Spurs, you need to play in 
^[ippe. If 1 was a young player here. I’d feel disappoint- 

Tottenham are in foe semi-finals of foe League Cup and 
Ginola told foe London Evening Standard: “The time is 
now to win something. 1 want to play in Europe again with 
Spurs.” 


Samaranch orders inquiry into 
Salt Lake City corruption claim 


LAUSANNE (AFP) — 
International Olympic 
Committee (K3C) president 
Juan Antonio Samaranch on 
Friday ordered an inquiry 
into an alleged case of cor- 
ruption involving Salt Lake 
City's successful bid to host 
foe 2002 >Mnter Olympics. 

Relatives of six African 
IOC members received 
^ams totalling half a mil- 
lion dollars to study at 
American universities at foe 
time when Utah was pre- 
senting its candidacy to 
stage foe games, an IOC 
source said here on Friday. 


Wanted: Asiad star, charisma 
and briiiiance required 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Eve^ Asian 
Games produces a larger-than-life athlet- 
ics champion who dominaies the event 
through either charisma, brilliance, or 
bofo. 

Bangkok, like Hiroshima four years 
ago, seems certain to rely on foe sprinters 
for star quality. 

Two top-class sprinters, Japan's Koji 
Ito and Sri Lanka's Susantika Jayasinghe, 
look perfectly placed to take centre stage 
here, following in foe footsteps of Talal 
Mansoor. 

Mansoor, a Qatari soldier firom Doha, 
won an unprecedented third successive 
Asian Games 100 metre crown in 1994, 
winning in 10.18 seconds following a 
drama-packed race featuring an extraor- 
dinary five false starts and one disqualifi- 
cation. 

He then clinched foe sprint double with 
the 200 title and claimed a relay bronze to 
become Hiroshima’s man to remember. 

The 38-yeaM)ld Ito, who took foe 200ni 
silver behind Mansoor four years ago and 
who is cunently in foe form of his Ufe, is 
looking-for his first Games titles to nib- 
b^-stamp him as Asia's fastest man. 

He alr^y holds foe 200m Asian record 
(20.16) and shares the 100m mark (10.08) 
with compatriot Nubbaru Asahara. He 
won an Asian Championships gold earli- 
er this year and broke into foe world’s top 
30. All fou is missing is confirmation of 
his new-found stature at Asia's 
“Olympics.” 

Javasinghe, meanwhile, a rags-to-riches 
village girls who took foe world silver in 
Athens last year, also wants her first 
Asiad title ^er coming runner-up in 
1994. 

Some here, however, may see her as 
more villain than hero when foe main ath- 
letics piogramme gets underway here on 
Sunday. 

The 22-year-oId is facing a probe into a 
failed drugs test dating back to April 
which coidd see her stripped of any 
medals she wins here. 

Several other athletes shone four years 


ago in Hiroshima but failed foe personal- 
ity test to challenge Mansoor. 

China’s Wang Junxia ran what was then 
foe sevenfo-fastest 10,000m of all time, 
while her teammate Qu Yunxia, like 
Wang a world record holder, won an 800- 
1,50^ double. 

But where was foe joy of victory? 
Neither was able to capture foe public 
imagifiation and bofo were kept tightly 
under wraps by their coach Ma Junren. 

Others were on their way up. Ghada 
Shouaa of Syria, then unknown and virtu- 
ally unnotic^ won foe heptathlon. Three 
years later she was world champion but 
will not be here to defend her title 
because of injury. 

Kazak Olga Shishigina, meanwhile, 
stunned the Chinese by stealing foe 100m 
hurdles title. By foe Afolens World 
Champions last year, she had become foe 
second best huidler in foe world. 

She will be back in Bangkok but — like 
Javasinghe — may struggle to win foe 
public's affection after letunung frem a 
lengthy drugs ban. 

Qatari Mohammad Suleimaa, foe 1992 
Olympics bronze medalist, could chal- 
lenge foe sprinters here for foe accolade 
of foe athlete of foe Games. 

Suleiman is unbeaten in foe Asian 
Games and Asian Championships since 
1990. 

But his laid-back style — he never 
indulges In Mansoor-style celebrations 
and histrionics when he wins — may 
count against him. 

If character and longevity, rather than a 
gold medal, were enough. India’s P.T. 
Usba would become the athlete of foe 
Asiad. 

In Seoul in 1986 she won four golds 
and a silver. Now a 35-year-old mother, 
Usha. who retired briefly in 1990, is here 
for her swansong. 

She is unlikely to come away from 
Bangkok a champion. But any medal, in 
foe 200m, 400m or even foe relay, would 
be a true victory for one of Asia's ever- 
green greats. 


Meissnitzer completes double triumph 


VAL D’lSERE (AFP) — 
Alexandra Meissnicer of 
Austria completed an impres- 
sive double when she won foe 
women's World Cup giant 
slalom race here ou I^day. 

Meissni&er, foe World Cup 
overall leader, won just 24 


hours after taking out a 
Super-G race on Thursday. 

The policewoman clocked 
a combined time of 2min 
17 J4sec for the two runs, fin- 
ishing 0.82sec ahead of sec- 
ond-placed Deborah 

Cooqxignoni of Italy. 


Austrian veteran Anita 
Wachner was third. 

Meissnitzer was fastest 
over foe morning mo and 
increased her advantage in 
foe second run. 

It was her fourfo win of foe 


THE ROYAL NETHERLANDS EMBASSY 

with the sponsorship of 

AMSTEL (THE FIRST IN JORDAN) 

is proud to announce the showing of 
the Oscar winning film 

KARAKTER (CHARACTER) 

in the framework of 

the European Union Film festival 
The film will be shown at 
The Royal Cultural Centre 
on 

TUESDAY 15 DECEMBER at 20:00 hrs and 
WEDNESDAY 16 DECEMBER at 17:00 hrs. 

* Entrance fee JD1 * Students 500 fils. 

Tickets and a programme booklet are available at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

Profits will go to the 
MABARRAT UM AL HUSSEIN 


The financial arrangement 
came to light following foe 
disclosure of a draft letter 
telling a Cameroon surgeon 
and long-time IOC member 
that the Salt Lake 
Organising Committee 
(SLOC) was no longer able 
to guarantee paying for his 
daughter's studies in 
Washington. 

The surgeon. Professor 
Rene Essomba, who was 
elected onto foe IOC in 
1978. died in August. 

“We can't do a great deal 
other than bring this matter 
out into foe open," said 


Marc Hodler. an IOC mem- 
ber and president of the 
association of international 
federations of winter 
Olympic sports. 

Despite the investigation. 
Hodler rejected any possi- 
bility of taking the 2002 
Games away from Salt Lake 
Cit>’, explaining foat foe 
e.xisiing SLOC was made 
up of completely different 
members to that at the time 
of the vote in Budapest in 
June 1995. 

SLOC president Frank 
Joklik said that the grants 
were aimed at helping 


young athletes from devel- 
oping nations. 

He added that foe SLOC 
would help shed light on foe 
affair but insisted that Salt 
Lake City would have won 
foe right to host foe games 
without the votes. 

Salt Lake City easily 
defeated its rivals when the 
host was decided in 
Budapest, receiving 54 
votes against 14 each for 
Sion. Switzerland, and 
Ostersund. Sweden, and 
seven for Quebec Cii>’. 
Canada. 



Pat Rafter 


Rafter to test injureij knee 
after Christmas 


GOLD COAST (AFP) — 
U.S. Open tennis champion 
Pat Rafter said Friday he 
would not fully test his 
injured knee until after 
Christmas and would start 
his 1999 campaign under- 
done. 

Rafter was confident foe 
injury was “under control" 
with treatment over foe past 
few weeks but he said he 
was wary of getting back on 
foe tennis court too early. 

“1 won’t be really getting 
on foe court fulltime until 
after Christmas so that w'ill 
be another big test," Rafter 
said. 


The World No. 4 said he 
will miss his usual strong 
preparation because of his 
injured left knee, and would 
use foe upcoming South 
Australian and New South 
Wales Open tournaments to 
prepare for foe Australian 
Open in foe la.st half of 
January. 

“Usually 1 train particular- 
ly hard over foe December 
period but this year I'm tak- 
ing a different approach," 
said Rafter. 

“For the Australian Open I 
wont to try and be a little fit- 
ter and a little stronger 
because at the st.vt of thi.s 


year I was probably a bit 
tired.” 

Rafter said he would also 
be cutting back on his tennis 
commitments in 1999 and 
rebuilding his schedule 
around the Grand Slams and 
Davis Cup events. 

“Next year my whole 
schedule will be a lot differ- 
enc." he said. ‘There will be 
a lot more breaks in foere 
and ni play a lot les.s tour- 
naments. 

“I just can't keep on play- 
ing 26. 27 tournaments a 
year because the body 
won't take it after a while." 


Jordan Design & Trade Center of 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

Cordially invites you to attend 

The Nabataean 
Silver Jewelry Exhibition 

An exhibition of Nabataean Jewelry exclusively 
designed by Hana Rihani 


ft’ i .•r tX * 






m 


I lurJ.n D.-, 

I i. Cciiur. 




(This Exhibition runs from Dec. 12^ - Dec. 31®^ 

Opening hours 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM 
Ramadan hours 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Tel: 5699141/2 Pox 5685298 

(OffWiiltSiqra Scteec, bnwroi (ui^ Abdallah Ga/dens & Salnvay; 2nd ri ghr afier gas station) 
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Thai Airways plane crashes 

44 survive, 35 confirmed dead 


SURATTHANICAm — A 
Thai Aimays Ahtxis jet cany- 
ing 146 pe^le. among them 
tbreign loiiri^ crashed in dri- 
ving rain in southern Thailand, 
with officials fearing early 
Sanoday most had perished. 

The ^rbus A3 10-200 was 
canying 132 passengers, main- 
ly holidaymakers, a^ 14 crew 
from Bangkok to the soudiem 
city' of Sur^Hiani. 

Pro\'incial Deputy Governor 
Niwai Sawask^ told AFP 
early Saturday there were 44 
survivors, widi ^ least 35 con- 
firmed dead as rescuers 
brought out bodies on rowing 
boats fiom a swamp near Surat 
Thani aiipoTL 

“1 think it is likely diere wiU 
be no more survivors." Niwat 
said. 

Rescuers woiked tfnough the 
ni^ searching through deteis. 
but efforts were ban^toed by 
hi^ water levels in die swamp 
wbere the aircraft crashed on 
^^^noach to Surat Thani air- 

Flight TG-261 cradled and 
burst into flames at a rubber 


plantation after two failed land- 
ing attempts during a driving 
tropical storm at Surat Thani 
airport close to the holiday 
islaiKlofKohSamui. 

One witness said the aiicr^ 
broke into three pieces. 

^fis^bility was very poor as 
tropical storm TiD lashed the 
legioTL 

‘The pDot Hied to moke two 
landings and told passengers if 
he could not land a third time 
he would take the plane back to 
Bai^kok," S£dd a steward who 
survived the cnidi. 

'Then we were told to be 
readty for a crash landing and 
the plane came down,” he told 
Thai television fiom his hospi- 
tal bed 

Television pictures showed 
bkxxhed and shaken survivors, 
some of them ^^^stanera, 
walldng or being carried 
through the wreckage in da±- 
ness and driving rain. 

Some were in dieir under- 
wear, dieir clodies having been 
tom ftrxn tfaem in the aa^ 
The faces of most were cov- 
ered in mud or blood. 


The jet was cm a flight ftcm 
Bangl^ to Surat Tt^ 640 
Idlomeiies to tbe south. Most 
of the passengeis were boli- 
daymate beatfiog for islands 
off the coast 

Niwat said six of those con- 
firmed dead, five women and a 
man, were fbiei^ieis, but no 
iiationalides were given. 

Thai Airways in a state- 
ment diete were 27 fbieigDers 
— updating an eariier figure 
19 — and 105 Thais on board. 

Thai Airways released a pro- 
visional p^senger list vntfa 
En^jjsh, Gennan and J^ianese 
names, but these had yet to be 
confinned Among ^ dead 
was Thai member of parlia- 
ment Thawat Wicfaai^ 

Survivois were ferried fiom 
tbe crash site in police vans, 
others on pido^ trucks driven 
by locals who beard the crash 
rushed to the scene. 

One of those rescued fiom 
the wreckage was tbe captain, 
police said. 

Rescue workers said tbe fire 
was cQQcoitzatBd in dbe rear of 
tiiejeL 



Tranqxvt Minisfer Sijtbed 
Thuau^uban rushed to the 
crash rite to coordinaiB rescue 
effints, n fRdak said 
The crash occuned at about 
6:45 p-m. local time, the Thai 
Airways statemcDt said 
Freodi aeronautics experts 
— tinee fiom the Bureau of 
Acddent En^iiiy and five 
fiom Airbus Indjs&y — are 
hpivUri fty Thailand to help 
Thai autircrides inveaigate the 
cause of die crash. 

Airbus Industry the 
A310-200 had delivered 
to Thai Airways in A{»] 1986 
aid, tbe end of Ocutber, the 
tvrin-engiiic rircrrit had put in 
23iX)0 flying hours. 

News quiddy spread 
through Koh ^mui of the 
crashedjetbringmg more boh- 
daytnakeis to & island ner- 
vous tourists gathered in front 
of televiskxis along die main 
street float of Chaweng beach, 
the most popular on island 
which started as a backpack- 
os’ paradise in tbe 19^ and 
becam a i^^ound tbe 
rich. 


burst into flames at a nfeber eied in mud or blood tiiejeL rich. 


Ocalan says he will quit party leadership 

f APP\ ICiinHich TTiia nf'le afuMi* «rt nm«^iiMr fUan/'iirin hiif f int^nH tn thA 


ROME (AFP) — Kurdish 
rebel leader Abdullah 
Ocalan, under house arrest 
near here since last month, 
will quit the presidency of 
his separatist party in order 
to "play a personal role” in 
international politics, he 
said in an interview pub- 
lished Friday. 

Ocalan said he would 
announce his resignation 
late Friday on the 
Brussels-based Kurdish 
Med-TV television. 

"1 have decided to quit 
the presidency of the PKK 
[Kurdish Labour Party] to 
be able to play a personal 
role on the international 
scene.” Ocalan told the 
left-wing newspaper II 
manifesto. 


The PKK was about to 
be revamped and would 
pursue a new policy, he 
added. "This is why I am 
going to resign from the 
presidency,” 

Ocalan said the PKK's 
Marxist-Leninist-style 
programme would be 
revised, “abolishing the 
idea of real socialism, 
namely the party first, tiien 
the state and then human 
beings.” 

But asked about the 
party's armed struggle for 
a Kurdish homeland, he 
told the paper "there will 
be no change if there is no 
dialogue and a real peace 
process.” 

Ocalan was to be ques- 
tioned Friday by Roman 


OAU ends Comoros 
mission as exodus 
continues from Anjouan 


MORONI (AFP) — 
Mutsumudu, the main town of 
the Comoran separatist island 
Anjouan, emptied further on 
Friday as the Oiganisotion of 
Atiicau Unity (OAU) com- 
pleted a preparatory mission 
fbr an intervention force 
there. 

The mission, comprising 
generals from six African 
countries, went early Friday 
to Molteli. the smallest of the 
three islands making up the 
Comoros Federation, 

between the main Grande 
Comores island and Anjouan, 
before leaving Moroni in the 
afternoon, (tie OAU office 
here said. 

The OAU team, which had 
arrived in the Comoran capi- 
tal on Wednesday, did not go 
to Anjouan. where factional 
fighting Saturday through 
Monday claimed 24 lives, 
according to the government. 

Anjouan unilatenilly 
declared independence ftom 
Moroni in August 1997, and 
Moheli quickly followed suiL 
but thi.s year rejoined the fed- 
eration. 

The generals, fiom South 
Aflicu. Madagascar. 

Mauritius, Mozambique. 
Kenya and Tanzania, gatiiered 
technical information 

preparau^ to sending on 
intervention force to Anjouan 
at the request of the Moroni 
govemmenL 

Mutsaniudu was cairn late 
Thursday, accading to 
refugees who arrived in 
Moroni by boat early Friday, 
although people were contin- 
uing to flee. Nearly all expa- 
triates have been evacuated to 
Moroni or to the neighbour- 
ing French-ruled island of 
Mayotte. 

Militiamen backing sepa- 
ratist "President" Abdullah 
Ibrahim have been surround- 
ed for nearly a week by those 
loyal to the former “prime 
minister." Mohammad 
Abdou. 

The OAU mission is to pro- 
duce a r^rc to be examined 
in the Burkina Faso capital 
Ouagadougou at an OAU 
summit next Thursday and 


Friday. 

OAU Secretary General 
SaUm Ahmad Salim srid in 
Pretoria on Wednesday that 
Aflican leaders should make 
an "ultimate decision" on mil- 
itary intervention requested 
by the Comoran govemmenL 

‘'Since June, the use of force 
has been tbe last possible 
solution under consideration. 
Wfaoi disruibs us now is the 
extent of the violence that is 
taking place,” Salim told a 
press conference in Pretoria, 
adding that intervention might 
be necessary to "aroid furfeer 
deterioration of tbe situation.” 

On Thursday, toitiiotities in 
tlte port of Mutsamudu, 
which is still under the control 
of pro-Abdulioh militiamerL 
for the first time used docu- 
ments bearing the letterhead 
of the Moroni govemmenL 

A dhow th^ arrived in 
Moroni eariy Riday fiom 
Anjouan bore Comoran 
stamps instead of “State of 
Anjouan” stamps, a port offi- 
cial told AFP. 

No explanation was given 
for the change, but it may sig- 
nal a shift in Abdullah's posi- 
tion that could facilitate new 
negotiations for letuming 
Anjouan to central adminis- 
tration. 

No government has tecog- 
nised Anjouan’s indqjen- 
dence, and an eariier tnd to 
return to Frerxrh tutelage was 
rebuffed by Paris. 

All telei^ione links with 
Anjouan were cut on Friday, 
Comoran 

Telecommunications Director 
Omar Mgomri told AFP. 

The humanitarian sifiiation 
on the island remains wony- 
ing. An initial deUveiy of 
emei^^ncy aid from France 
Incli^g 33 tonnes of medi- 
cines. medical kits and milk 
for children was held up in 
Mayotte on Friday awaiting a 
vessel to transport iL an 
informed source here said. 

A doctor and F^iarmacist of 
the group Hu manitarian 
Action are to accompany the 
aid. and they will assess emer- 
gency needs on the island, the 
French foreign ministry said. 


prosecutor Giancarlo 
Capaldo on how he man - 
ag^ to fly to Rome, where 
he was detained on inter- 
national warrants on Nov. 
12. The PKK leader 
arrived firom Russia. 

Capaldo would also 
inteirogate him on his 
statements about a failed 
attempt on tbe life of Pope 
John Paul n by T iirlds h 
right-wing extremist Ai 
Agcain 1981. 

Ocalan said Sunday .be 
was ready to testify ^bout 
the assassination attempt 
and also about the 1986 
slaying of Swedish Prime 
Minister Olof Palme. 

‘T do not know the 
debdls and have no formal 
proof of these two attacks 


but I intend to let the 
judges know about the 
'Firldsh political situ^on 
after the 1980 military 
coup d'etaL during tire 
period when tbe two 
attacks took pl^:e.” he mid 
ANSA news agency in an 
interview. 

Turkey wants Ocalan 
extradited for spearhead- 
ing the Kurffisb drive 
independence but Rome 
has rejected this, arguing 
chat Italian law prevents 
the handing over of a 
defendant to a country like 
Turkey which has the 
death penalty. 

The refusal has provoked 
a wave of anti-Italian boy- 
cotts and protests is 
Turkey. 
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EUROPES BIGGEST CHRISTMAS TREE: Picture of the biggest Christmas tree 
in Enrope;. in front of Monaco*s Casino on Friday. It is 27.40-mefrpe high, its sur- 
Cace is 470 square metres, and is decorated with 6000 Christmas banbles and 170, 
000 red and white li^ts. Last year, ^ Christmas tree was destroyed by a fire, 3 
days before Christmas (AFP photo) 


Lebanon frees supporters 
of anti-Syrian general 


U.S. can no longer block Iran’s 
missile programme — Rafsanja 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Some 
51 supporters of exiled 
anti-Syrian General 
Michel Aoun were freed 
on Friday, a day after their 
arrests sparked protests 
against the Syrian military 
presence in Lebanon. 

Students at the 
American University of 
Beirut and the Saint- 
Joseph University boy- 
cott^ classes and held sit- 
ins on the campus on 
Friday against "violations 
of democratic liberties... 
including the right to 
demonstrate.” 

On Thursday, 40 student 
supporters of Aoun were 
arrested and questioned 
by authorities for distrib- 
uting copies of an Aoun 
speech marking the 50tfa 
anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. 

Eleven more Aoun sup- 
porters were detained dur- 
ing an evening sit-in held 
in front of a police station 
in Beirut by Aoun's Free 
National Current to 
protest the earlier arrests. 


During the candle-lit 
protests, tbe students 
shouted slogans denounc- 
ing the presence of 35,0(X) 
Syrian troops in Lebanon. 

"Get out Syria. We want 
neither Jews nor Syrians. 
We want the Lebanese 
army.** they shouted, 
referring also to tbe Israeli 
occupation of a border 
strip in southern Lebanon. 

Aoun. who headed a 
military government in 
1988-1989. was toppled in 
a Syrian-backed offensive 
against his palace outside 
Beirut in 1990. forcing 
him to flee to Frazrce 
where he still lives. 

Id Aoun's spee^ dis- 
tributed on Friday, he 
described tbe Syrian mili- 
tary presence as equal Co 
the Israeli occupation of 
the south. 

‘To protect these occu- 
pations. the designated 
authorities are repressing 
liberties and manipulating 
the press... tbe regime is 
committing all crimes fo 
ensure its continQiQ^” be 
said. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — 
Former Iranian President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
said Friday that his coun- 
try's missile technology 
was far enough advanced 
that any further U.S. 
efforts to block its devel- 
opment would be futile. 

‘The pressure they are 
applying on this issue is 
useless. Thank God. it has 
gotten out of their [U.S.] 
control. We have reached 
the point we should have 
rtacbed,” Rafsanjani said, 
referring to U.S. pressure 
on Russia to stop the trans- 
fer of missile know-how 
and equipment to Iran. 

"Iran is self-sufficient in 
missile technology. Iran 
DOW really knows bow to 
manufacture missiles and 
has no need for help from 
any countries — be it 
Russia. China or any o±er 
country,” be said at weekly 
Friday prayers at Tehran 
University. 

A delegation of U.S. offi- 
cials is curreDtIy in 
Moscow to try to persuade 
Russia to stop weapons 
coopmtioD with tbe 
Islamic Republic. 

Tbe United States accus- 
es Iran of pursuing secret 
nuclear and mass destruc- 
tion weapons programmes, 
charges Iran has repeated- 


ly denied. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright on 
Wednesday threatened to 
end America's scientific 
cooperation with Moscow 
if Russia did not keep its 
promise to stop providing 
technology for Ii^*s mis- 
sile and nuclear pro- 
grammes. 

"In tbe absence of real 
enforcemeDt of the 
Russian government's stat- 
ed position opposing coop- 
eration with Iran, these 
programmes will \)t diffi- 
cult to sustain,” a U.S. ' 
official quoted her as say- 
ing. 

In July. Iran announced it . 
had successfully tested a 
medium range mi^ile 
known as Shahab-3 able to 
reach most countries in the 
region including Israel and 
two months later it 
pledged to develop its pro- 
gramme with tbe Sbahab-4 
and Sbabab-5. 

And on Friday, tbe offi- 
cial news agency IRNA 
said that the Iranian army 
had successfiilly tested tbe 
Fajr-4 ballistic missile dur- 
ing war games in tbe Gulf. 

Rafsanjani said Iran 
started its rnissile pro- 
gramme from scratoh dur- 
ing ±e 1980-198$ war 
against Iraq, after Iraqi 


forces launched missile 
attacks against Iranian 
cities. 

"Tbe Americans exert 
pressure so that we will 
not have missiles. But tbe 
war showed that this is out 
natural rigbL It showed 
that we have enemies and 
have to get strong to 
defend ourselves.” said 
Rafsanjani, who rem ains a 
powerful figure in Iran as 
bead of the Expediency 
Counefl, tbe top advisory 
body to supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Kbamenei. 

. He also rejected claims 
by the U.S. State 
I^partmeat and the New 
York Times Iran is devel- 
oping biological weaptms 
with the help of Russian 
dentists, wtffie defending 
his country's luiclear pro- 
gramine.. 

Tf a country is not 
equipped with the nuclear 
science it can't keep up 
with the pace of civilisa- 
tion. Nuclear science is not 
just about making 
weapons. It also helps sci- 
entific progress in medi- 
cine and other fields.” he 
said. 

"The Americans are seri- 
ously and unfairly seeking 
to deprive us of our divine 
rights,” Rafsanjani 

chaiged. 


Americans end up on opposite sides of Mideast conflict 


By Laurie Copans 
The Associated Press 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
What do an Israeli peace activisL 
an adviser to Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, a suspected 
Islamist and a Palestinian human 
rights lawyer have in common? 
They are all Americans. 

About 100.000 U.S. citizens, 
either American-born or natu- 
ralised, have left the Land of the 
Free foe the Holy Land to form one 
of the largest expatriate communi- 
ties in the world. 

They have ended up on opposite 
sides of the Israeli-PaJesdnian con- 
flict, and President Bill Clinton’s 
arrival on a peace mission is bring- 
ing ftiose differences into sharp 
relief. 

"He is personally trying to force 
Israel into a situation wifich could 
threaten Israeli security and its 
existence as a state,” said David 


Vrilder, who moved to Israel from 
Cleveland and now lives in a 
Je^h enclave in the Palestinian 
city of Hebron. "Clinton should 
stay home.” 

Some expatriates who support 
peacemaking, however, hope 
Clinton can rescue the Wye River 
accord he helped negotiate. 

Jeremy Ben- Ami, a former senior 
Clinton adviser who moved to 
Israel, said tbe president faced a 
difficult task. 

"I think it's really hard to Imagine 
this visit coining at a worse time.” 
Ben-Ami said of tbe daily recrimi- 
nations between Israel and tbe 
Palestinian National Authority over 
implemeotation of tbe peace 
^xord. 

"I’m not even sure someone of 
Clinton’s talents can make some- 
thing out of this really bad situa- 
tion.” he said. 

Many Americans came to Israel 
in a rush of pride after its victory in 


the 1967 war. Some sought to prac- 
tice their Zionist and reli^ous 
beliefs. Some just fell in love with 
Jerusalem's stony hills. 

Most of tbe tens of thousands of 
Palestinian-American expatriates 
were boro in tbe West Bank or 
Gaza Strip and left after 1967 to 
escape Israeli occupation. They 
returned with U.S. passports and a 
greater sense of fre^om. 

Janet Aviad, who leads the Peace 
Now group in Israel, said she 
absorbed her belief in equality 
while growing up in Philadelphia. 

"Ail Idds have heroes and min e 
was [Abraham] Lincoln,” said 
Aviad, who has often protested 
Israeli bunxan rights abuses in the 
West Bank and faced down Israeli 
soldiers. 

Other Americans saw tiiemselves 
as modem pioneers. 

One-sixth of tbe 420 settlers liv- 
ing in heavily fortified enclaves in 
the divided town of Hebron are 


Americans. The community is con- 
sidered one of the most militanL 
with settlers frequently engaged in 
friction with Palestinians. 

Netanyahu himself spent a large 
pan of his childhood and student 
years in the United States, and is 
known for the excellent English 
and media-sawy ways he picked 
up in America. 

His senior policy adviser. Davjd 
Bar-IUan, is one of five top aides to 
Netanyahu who are native or natu- 
ralised Americans. 

On the otiier side of the issues' is 
Jonathan Kuttab, a F^estinian 
human rights lawyer who spent 10 
years in Virginia and New York. 
That time, he said, helped him 
understand why Americans are 
generally more sympathetic to 
Israel than to die Palestmians. 

“Most Americans are ignorant of. 
the situation” in the Middle Eak 
and Israel does a better job present- 
ing its case, Kuttab said. 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
The mao who invented the 
sex wonder drug yTiaara 
compared himself to 
(2hrikopher Columbus, 
saying his feat was like the 
adventurer’s quest for the 
East Indies that led to the 
discovery of America. 
Simon Campbell told 
reporters in Bombay 
lliursday that his research 
for the blue diamond- 
shaped pill, the butt of 
countless jokes and a ray 
of hope for millions of 
impotent males, started as 
a solution for angina. 

Woman escapes 
snake bite 
in bank shock 

SYDNEY (AFP) — A 
Melbourne woman nar- 
rowly missed gening bitten 
by a venennous snake 
when she went to her bank 
for a loan on Friday. Tbe 
woman, in her 40s, 
reached into her handbag 
to pull out a bank state- 
ment but to her horror 
found a deadly tiger snake 
coiled up inside. She threw 
the bag to the other side of 
the room and shot out with 
the bank official, leaving 
the 76-centimetre snake 
locked in the room. '‘She 
was lucky she didn't get 
bitten,” said Senior 
Constable Glenn Ryan 
who went to the bank and 
helped a snrike catcher tr^ 
the poisonous reptile. "She 
had no idea how it got 
there." 

Snake charmer 
bitten three 
times by cobras 

KUALA LUMPUR (AP) 
— The King of Snakes has 
been bitten tbree times 
since he moved in with 
150 cobras. "But I am 
deiernuned to complete tbe 
remaining 21 days,” snake 
charmer Othman Ayeb, 3 U 
insisted I^day. after hav- 
ing spent six days in a | 
glass case with the ser- ' 
pents. Othman won the 
title of World Snake King 
in an international snake- 
charming contest held ear- 
lier this year But he's now 
eyeing a record held by 
another snake charmer 
who lived in a cage for 20 
days with 100 poisonous 
snakes. 

Burglars steal 
8,700 pennies 
intended for relief 

LOGAN (AP) — Thieves 
have stolen 8,700 pennie.s 
that were collected by mid- 
dle school students for vic- 
tims of 'Hurricane Mitch.. 
"What they have is a tonne 
of pennies," said Cedar 
Ridge Middle School prin- 
cip^ Brian. Chambers. 
"And what they are plan- 
ning to do with a tonne of 
peonies, 1 don’t know.” 
The pennies, stored in a 
school office, were stolen 
Wednesday night. Students 
had been raising the 
money for relief efforts in 
Honduras for nearly a 
month, hoping to collect 
enough pennies to cover a 
1 .6 kilometre stretch. They 
were planning to turn in 
the $87 in pennies on Dec. 
23,'' the first day of 
Quistmas vacation. 

Photographer 
arrested .for 
snooping on 
Cruise, Kidman 

LOS ANGELES (AP)— A 
celebrity photographer was 
arrested Thursday on 
charges of illegally listen- 
ing to a cellular phone call 
between Tom. Cruise and 
his wife, I^cole Kidman, 
smd sellkg the tfetails to 
(wo tabloid Eric lE^rd, 27. 
was arrested by FBI agents 
-after he .was indicted 
Tliesday by a federal grand 
jury on charges of illegally 
intercepting a wire com- 
mumcation and disclosing 
its contents for financial 





